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These materials will connect your congregation to 

people in the Bible and to those fighting injustice 

across the world today; and will give them a 

chance to join in and make a practical difference.  

This pack contains resources appropriate for:  

 A Harvest service – Harvest provides a great 
opportunity to thank God for the earth and all 
it produces, while also raising money for 
people for whom harvests are a struggle – All 
We Can’s Harvest Appeal 2018.  
 

 Launch as an All We Can Partner Church –  
Churches signed-up as an ‘All We Can Partner 
Church’ can use the Harvest service, or indeed 
any other service in the year, to launch this 
unique relationship.  
 
As an All We Can Partner Church, you will 
receive a special welcome pack and a bundle 
of other resources throughout the year, such 
as…  

 exclusive news and messages from a 
local community 

 invitations to special events  
 worship materials to keep you inspired 

 
For more information on becoming an All We 
Can Partner Church, visit 

  allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch  

or   020 7467 5132 

 

All We Can is an international development and 

emergency relief organisation. Focusing on those in 

greatest need, it is inspired by Christian principles, 

with its roots in the British Methodist Church. All 

We Can helps find solutions to poverty by engaging 

with local people and organisations in some of the 

world’s poorest communities to end the suffering 

caused by inequality and injustice.  

 

 

Provided in this pack: an order of service, prayers, 

an interactive activity, a reflection, a sermon and 

song suggestions. Please adapt these materials to 

suit your congregation and situation.   

If you would like to undertake other fundraising 

activities or run sessions to engage children and 

young people, then please find these and the visual 

resources that accompany this pack on 

  allwecan.org.uk/light or on the DVD-ROM, 

which you can order along with individual Gift Aid 

envelopes and posters.  

  020 7467 5132, or  info@allwecan.org.uk 

 

For your service, you are also likely to need:  

 Laptop, projector and audio speakers to 

connect to the laptop 

 PowerPoint: Let your light shine   

 Film: Rays of Hope 

 All We Can Harvest Appeal poster  

 All We Can Gift Aid envelopes and regular 

giving forms 

 All We Can collection box 

Optional: 

 Solar light or other solar-powered device 

 Tea lights 

 Hand template to be printed on yellow paper 

(see p.14) 

Thank you for your support! You are making a 

significant difference to people living in poverty, 

who are working hard to overcome the challenges 

that they face. 

 

 

 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
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All We Can helps people in some of the world’s 

poorest communities. These service materials 

focus on the work All We Can is supporting in 

Malawi. In parts of Malawi, severe droughts and 

floods have destroyed harvests. Now many people 

struggle to feed their families.  

 

Location: Southern Africa – 

neighbouring Mozambique, 

Zambia and Tanzania 

Capital city:  Lilongwe 

Population: Around 18 million 

Languages spoken: The majority of people speak 

Chichewa, although the official language is English  

Religions: Around 80% Christian, 13% Muslim, and 

there are also other local beliefs    

Life expectancy: Male 57, female 60 

Poverty: Around 50% of the population live below the 

poverty line 

[Country data sourced from: IMF, World Bank, and 

UN reports] 

In Nsanje District, in southern Malawi, All We Can 

is working in partnership with the local 

organisation, Churches Action in Relief and 

Development (CARD). Together, we are 

introducing solar irrigation, equipping people with 

modern farming techniques and providing seeds 

and fertiliser, helping families produce better 

harvests. The communities in Malawi are 

representative of  the kind of impact All We Can is 

having across the world. By raising money as part 

of your service for All We Can’s Harvest Appeal, or 

as an All We Can Partner Church, you will be 

helping people in these communities, and others in 

some of the world’s poorest places to find solutions 

to poverty.  

 Orders of service (p.3) 
- All-Age Service 
- Adult Service 

 
 Introduction to All We Can’s  

Harvest Appeal 2018 (p.4) 
- Welcoming people to the service 

 
 Introduction to being an All We Can Partner 

Church (p.5) 
- Welcoming people to the service 

 
 Service theme ideas (p.6) 

- Displays 
- Refreshments 

 
 Prayers (pp.6-7) 

- Call to worship 
- Prayer of praise 
- Prayer of thanksgiving  
- Prayer of confession 
- Prayer of intercession 
- Closing prayer 

 
 Interactive activity (p.8) 

 
 A short reflection  (pp.8-9) 

 
 Sermon notes (pp.10-11) 

 
 The offering (p.12) 

 
 Song suggestions (p.13) 

 
 Hand template sheet (p.14) 

 
 Children’s activity sheet (p.15) 

 

 Sun template (p.16) 
 

 Harvest Appeal Church Donation Form (p.17) 
 

 All We Can Partner Church Donation Form 
(p.18)  

 

 

Malawi 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
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Provided here are suggested orders of service, which may help in your planning. We realise that every church 

will have its preferred order, so please feel free to create your own. In the electronic version of this 

document, you can click on any underlined item in the list below to go to the relevant activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An all-age service  

 

 

A service for adults 

 

 

Call to worship 

Prayer of praise 

Hymn / Song 

Welcome 

Prayer of thanksgiving 

Hymn / Song 

Interactive activity  

Hymn / Song 

Bible reading 

Reflection (including the film) 

Prayer of confession 

Hymn / Song 

Offering 

Prayers of intercession 

Hymn / Song 

Closing prayer 

 

Call to worship 

Prayer of praise 

Hymn / Song 

Welcome 

Prayer of thanksgiving 

Hymn / Song 

Bible readings  

Hymn / Song 

Sermon notes (including the film) 

Prayer of confession 

Hymn / Song 

Offering 

Prayers of intercession 

Hymn / Song 

Closing prayer 

 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
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Thank you for holding a Harvest service for All We 

Can’s Harvest Appeal 2018. This service is an 

opportunity to celebrate how God’s gift of the sun 

helps produce harvests. The congregation will 

learn how people in Malawi are overcoming 

insufficient rainfall and failed harvests, supported 

by All We Can with the introduction of solar 

irrigation, equipping people with modern farming 

techniques and providing seeds and fertiliser, all of 

which helps families produce better harvests. 

These communities represent the kind of 

difference All We Can is making across the world. 

The money that you raise during the service, or 

through any other fundraising activities and gifts 

directly from church funds, will help people – not 

only in Malawi, but also in other communities 

around the world that are struggling with poverty 

and injustice.  

Here are some words that you can use to 

introduce your congregation to the Harvest 

service. 

Today we are celebrating the Festival of 

Harvest. It is a special time in the year 

when we celebrate the wonderful things the earth 

produces, and give our thanks to God.  

In the opening Psalm (19), we heard a dramatic 

description of the sun – ‘the sun, it is like a 

bridegroom coming out of his chamber’.  It’s as 

though the bridegroom has rested overnight and 

now arises beautifully adorned for his wedding 

day, his countenance is full of cheer and radiates 

on all who see him. With such poetic language, you 

can sense the joy of the psalmist as he views the 

sun.  

Does the sun give you such joy? 

When we ask our friends where they go on 

holiday, you can expect that the majority go to a 

warmer climate, which perhaps isn’t surprising 

given the link found between our emotional 

wellbeing and how much we experience the sun.   

 

Not only can we, like the psalmist, find joy in the 

sky alight with the sun, we can also rejoice 

because of the wonderful role the sun plays in 

God’s creation. Plants and vegetation need 

sunlight to provide the nutrients that help them to 

grow. Therefore, the sun is needed for good 

harvests. 

Today, with All We Can, we will be visiting 

communities in Malawi who are working hard to 

get better harvests. In recent years, extremes of 

droughts and floods have destroyed harvests. 

Now people are hoping to tackle this problem 

through harnessing the energy of the sun.  

With solar energy, it is possible to pump water, 

enabling people to water large areas of land in 

Malawi’s dry winter season. In this season, people 

live off the previous harvest. But, when the 

harvest hasn’t been successful, as in recent years, 

then there is a food shortage and families face 

intense hunger. 

So, as we come together, we will continue to give 

thanks to God for his gift of the sun and the many 

ways it lights up our lives, and we will shine our 

light into some of the dark situations in our world, 

by supporting All We Can’s Harvest Appeal. 

 

 

 

Interactive activity: Invite people 

to share where they go on holiday 

and what they like about the sun.  

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
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By becoming an All We Can Partner Church, you 

have chosen to form a meaningful connection with 

some of the world’s poorest communities through 

All We Can, journeying with them in love, 

solidarity and support. This service will introduce 

your congregation to the community in Malawi 

who they will journey with until next autumn. (We 

will launch the next focus community at Harvest 

2019.) This community is overcoming insufficient 

rainfall and failed harvests – supported by All We 

Can and a local community organisation – with the 

introduction of solar irrigation, equipping people 

with modern farming techniques and providing 

seeds and fertiliser, all of which helps families 

produce better harvests.  Please use this service to 

launch your journey with this community in 

Malawi, as an All We Can Partner Church. 

Here are words that you can use to introduce 

your church to the community it will be 

journeying with over this year as an All We Can 

Partner Church. 

 [If a Harvest service: Today we are 

celebrating the Festival of Harvest. It is 

a special time in the year when we celebrate the 

wonderful things the earth produces, and give our 

thanks to God.]   

In the opening Psalm (19), we heard a dramatic 

description of the sun – ‘the sun, it is like a 

bridegroom coming out of his chamber’.  It’s as 

though the bridegroom has rested overnight and 

now arises beautifully adorned for his wedding 

day, his countenance is full of cheer and radiates 

on all who see him. With such poetic language, you 

can sense the joy of the psalmist as he views the 

sun.  

Does the sun give you such joy? 

When we ask our friends where they go on 

holiday, you can expect that the majority go to a 

warmer climate, which perhaps isn’t surprising 

given the link found between our emotional 

wellbeing and how much we experience the sun.   

 

Not only can we, like the psalmist, find joy in the 

sky alight with the sun, we can also rejoice 

because of the wonderful role the sun plays in 

God’s creation. Plants and vegetation need 

sunlight to provide the nutrients that help them to 

grow. Therefore, the sun is needed for good 

harvests. 

Today, with All We Can, we will be visiting 

communities in Malawi who are working hard to 

get better harvests. In recent years, extremes of 

droughts and floods have destroyed harvests, now 

they are hoping to tackle this problem through 

harnessing the energy of the sun.  

With solar energy, it is possible to water large 

areas of land in Malawi’s dry winter season. In this 

season, people live off the previous harvest. But, 

when the harvest hasn’t been successful, as in 

recent years, then there is a food shortage and 

families face intense hunger. As an All We Can 

Partner Church, we will be journeying with this 

community.  Throughout the year, we will hear 

from the community and stand with them in 

solidarity, holding them in our prayers and giving 

our support to All We Can’s transformative work.  

So, as we come together, we will continue to give 

thanks to God for his gift of the sun and the many 

ways it lights up our lives, and we will shine our 

light into some of the dark situations in our world, 

by supporting All We Can. 

Interactive activity: Invite people 

to share where they go on holiday 

and what they like about the sun.  

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
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This service gives focus to communities in Malawi 

who are overcoming insufficient rainfall and failed 

harvests, by the introduction of solar irrigation.  

Therefore, as part of your church displays, you 

may wish to incorporate sun and solar-power 

props such as: solar lights, pictures of the sun, 

craft creations of the sun, sunflowers, or the use of 

lights to illuminate different areas – including glow 

sticks, spotlights etc. You can find more ideas in 

our accompanying resources, at                                             

   allwecan.org.uk/light 

We would love to see the displays you create. 

Share and encourage others by sending your 

pictures to     info@allwecan.org.uk  

You may like to consider serving sun shaped and 

decorated biscuits and cakes with tea and coffee. 

If you would like to serve something traditionally 

Malawian, then consider Mbatata (Malawian 

sweet potato cookies). Please see the recipes 

available in A Glowing Fundraising Pack resource.  

These prayers are available on the Let your light 

shine PowerPoint presentation. 

Psalm 19: 1, 4b-6 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 

the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun. 

It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 

like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 

It rises at one end of the heavens 

and makes its circuit to the other;  

nothing is deprived of its warmth.  

A prayer to be said with the 

congregation: 

Creator God,  

your creation displays the works of your hands; 

it speaks of your goodness and love;  

it tells of your beauty and glory; 

and shouts of your faithfulness. 

You have set everything perfectly in its place;  

each day the sun rises and sets,  

it shines forth its light and warmth 

causing vegetation to grow.  

Your works are wonderful  

and your deeds are great. 

We praise your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

 A prayer to be responded to by the 

congregation. 

Leader: God, we thank you for creating our world, 

for giving everything its rightful place, and causing 

life to flourish.  

All: You illuminate our world. 

Leader: God, we thank you for the joy of the rising 

sun, journeying to the place where it sets, casting 

light and warmth on all who encounter it.  

All: You illuminate our lives. 

Leader: God, we thank you for the light you have 

shined into our hearts, through your loving 

presence with us.  

All: You illuminate our hearts. 

From the rising of the sun, to the place where it 

sets, we will praise your wonderful name. Amen. 

 

 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
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A prayer to be said with the 

congregation: 

God of love,  

Forgive us for the times when we have been more 

concerned about being in the spotlight, than we 

are about being a light to our world. 

 

God of wonder,  

Forgive us for the times when our worship has 

been more about us, than about offering our lives 

to you. 

God of justice,  

Forgive us for the times when we have been more 

concerned with our own gain, than we have about 

people suffering from poverty and injustice.  

God of forgiveness,  

Cleanse our hearts and minds, and fill us afresh 

with your Spirit, that we may be a light to our 

world, bringing glory to you. 

Amen.  

Prayers written by one of the local 

organisations All We Can supports in 

Malawi, Churches Action in Relief and 

Development (CARD): 

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for giving us 

the opportunity, determination, courage and 

strength to take up the task of reaching out to 

your people in need. We also thank you for using 

us as a beacon of hope through the work we do. 

Help us reach out further to the most vulnerable 

people in need of your helping hand. Guide our 

course and clear our path of all obstacles of 

development to our communities in Malawi, bless 

the people you have filled with the will to help the 

needy. Continue to be the shining armour of 

CARD and all its partners battling the effects of 

climate change, war and extreme poverty 

worldwide. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Prayer activity ideas 

 Invite people to write a prayer on yellow paper 

shaped as a hand. You can use the template on 

page 14, or people can draw around their hands. 

Attach the completed hands to a sun decorated 

paper plate. Share: To be the light of the world it 

takes action: it involves us using our hands. We 

are going to create a sun, using the outline of 

our hands to form the rays of the sun. Write a 

prayer of commitment on the hand.  

 

 
 

 Invite people up to light a tea light, as they commit 

to being a light to the world. Share: Just as light 

disperses darkness, so too love and just actions 

heal brokenness and despair in our world. As 

you light the candle, commit to being a light to 

our world and ask God for his strength and 

love.  

We go, with thankful hearts, praising 

God for all that he has made. 

We go, mindful of the needs of our 

global neighbours suffering from poverty and 

injustice. 

We go, prepared to shine God’s light into our 

world, through acts of justice and love.  

In the name of Jesus, we go. Amen. 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
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For this activity, you will need a solar light 

or another solar powered device and the 

helpful graphic in the ‘Let your light shine’ 

PowerPoint. Invite children and young people to 

participate in a number of physical exercises such as 

star jumps, push-ups, and running on the spot. You 

can make it competitive by seeing how many they can 

do in a set time. Ask the young people: ‘How do you 

feel after you’ve done a lot of exercise and exerted a 

lot of energy?’  

Share: When we use up a lot of energy by 

being physically active, we can feel tired, 

thirsty and hungry. In some places in our world, 

people are working hard and putting all their 

energy into farming, yet still struggle to grow 

enough food for their needs. This is a problem 

because we get our energy from food and we get 

most of our food from plants. So, if we don’t have 

enough food, we can get very sick and have no 

energy.  

Show them a solar powered light or other device. 

Share: Did you know that the sun is a source of 

energy? Plants get energy from the sun and in 

more recent years we have developed a means to 

harness the energy from the sun by converting its 

light into electricity. Many people now use solar 

energy, whether lights in their garden, panels on 

their roof to generate electricity for their home, or 

using a solar power device to charge their phone 

when camping. You can find out from the 

congregation their experience of using solar energy.    

In Malawi, All We Can is helping people use solar 

energy to pump water into shared community 

gardens, to water the vegetation. This helps 

overcome issues of droughts and distant water 

sources, which destroy harvests.  

The light of the sun is an amazing gift from God, 

which gives us many benefits. In the Bible, light is 

often described in positive terms and we will be 

exploring this in our Bible reading and reflection.    

 

 

Isaiah 58:1-14 

 

Although a script has been provided, do feel free to 

draw out the main points and to add in elements that 

suit your local situation. You could also give more 

context – who Isaiah was, the situation of the people 

he was addressing, when this took place etc. 

Introduction 

Today, we are giving thanks to God for 

his gift of the sun, the role it plays in 

giving us harvests and energy through its 

magnificent light. 

Fasting for favours 

Like us, at harvest time the Israelites enjoyed a 

time of celebration and thanksgiving, and at other 

times, their worship led them to fast. In Isaiah 58, 

their fasting comes under scrutiny. Their fasts, 

rather than being a genuine expression of worship 

and commitment to God, are instead designed to 

manipulate God – if they give something up for 

God, then maybe he will do something for them. 

When God doesn’t do what they want, they cry 

out, “Why have we fasted?” It is a self-serving 

performance. Effectively they are fasting for 

favours. 

While they were performing their fasts, it didn’t 

bother them in the slightest that they discarded 

the instructions of God in how they conducted 

their lives and did their business. Even on the days 

If you would like to consider other 

interactive activities for your service, then 

find inspiration from what is available in 

the children, youth and school resources, 

available at allwecan.org.uk/light 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
http://www.allwecan.org.org.uk/light
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they fasted, they exploited their workers and got 

into physical fights. They are described as being 

oppressors – not caring about people who are 

hungry, nor about those without shelter or 

clothes. They didn’t even care about looking after 

members of their own family!  

A shorthand way of saying God’s main gripe: 

‘Giving up food isn’t as important as giving up your 

abhorrent injustice!’ This is the kind of fast God is 

looking for – genuine worship seen in how they 

live their lives. 

It is striking to think that they could ignore the 

basic and most fundamental instructions of God; 

that they could ignore the command to love both 

God and their neighbour. Sadly, their fasting is 

revealed to be empty, through a lifestyle that 

showed contempt for God’s words.  

A light to the world 

God’s intention for those who follow him, which is 

seen all the way back to the people of Israel, is that 

they are to be a blessing to the world as they 

witness to God’s love. Isaiah describes this as 

being ‘a light to the nations’ (Isa. 49:6). God’s 

followers can only fulfil this awesome picture 

when God’s light of justice shines through them.  

When we, as God’s followers, start loving people 

and acting justly, then our ‘light will rise in the 

darkness and our night will become like the 

noonday’ (Isa. 58:10). Just as light disperses 

darkness; so too, love and just actions heal 

brokenness and despair in our world. Think of the 

power, the world-changing energy, if all followers 

of God showed love and justice in all that we do.  

Let your light shine 

But what does this look like practically today? 

Who in our world are oppressed, hungry and living 

in poverty? Where do we need to shine God’s light 

of justice?  

Malawi is an example of a place in our world where 

many people experience the injustice of poverty 

and the hunger caused by failed harvests. Today, 

through All We Can, we can be connected to 

different parts of the world, hear from 

communities and respond to their needs in loving, 

practical ways. We can shine a light into some of 

the darkest situations.  

 

Shanu is working hard for his family, and with 

support from All We Can – bringing together the 

loving acts of people like us using their gifts to help 

liberate the world from the injustice of poverty – 

Shanu is able to see light breaking into what has 

been a dark situation. There are many people like 

Shanu across the world, facing dark situations. We 

can touch their lives through our gifts and prayers 

by joining with All We Can in their work to support 

some of the world’s poorest communities.  

Conclusion  

As seen in the film and the passage from Isaiah, 

good harvests come not just when there is plenty 

of sun but also when the land is well watered. 

Isaiah sees that when God’s followers take 

seriously God’s instructions to love and act justly, 

then the whole of society can flourish, like a ‘well-

watered garden’. What a beautiful picture. This is 

what God wants for the world – life in abundance. 

Surely this is also what we want, to see all people 

in our world flourish – for all people to fulfil their 

God-given potential.  

So, let’s act in ways of love and justice, letting our 

light shine out across our world, bringing glory to 

God.     

 

 

 

 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
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Isaiah 58: 1-14 

Matthew 5: 14-20 

 Although a script has been provided, do feel free to 

draw out the main points and to add in elements that 

suit your local situation. You could also give more 

context – who Isaiah was, where the gospel reading 

occurs in relation to the rest of Jesus’ teaching and the 

Sermon on the Mount, the situation of the people 

being addressed, when this took place etc. 

Introduction 

Today, we are giving thanks to God for his 

gift of the sun, the role it plays in giving us harvests 

and energy through its magnificent light.   

Fasting for favours 

Like us, at harvest time the Israelites enjoyed a 

time of celebration and thanksgiving, and at other 

times, their worship led them to fast. In Isaiah 58, 

their fasting comes under scrutiny. Their fasts, 

rather than being a genuine expression of worship 

and commitment to God, are instead designed to 

manipulate God – if they give something up for 

God, then maybe he will do something for them. 

When God doesn’t do what they want, they cry 

out, “Why have we fasted?” It is a self-serving 

performance. Effectively they are fasting for 

favours.  

While they were performing their fasts, it didn’t 

bother them in the slightest that they discarded 

the instructions of God in how they conducted 

their lives and did their business. Even on the days 

they fasted, they exploited their workers and got 

into physical fights. They are described as being 

oppressors – not caring about people who are 

hungry, nor about those without shelter or 

clothes. They didn’t even care about looking after 

members of their own family!  

They were consumed with themselves, wanting 

God to bless them and make them more 

successful. Their focus stopped them from seeing 

the needs in their community – those suffering 

from hunger, poverty and marginalisation. They 

failed to bring these needs before God. 

A shorthand way of saying God’s main gripe: 

‘Giving up food isn’t as important as giving up your 

abhorrent injustice!’ This is the kind of fast God is 

looking for – genuine worship seen in how they 

live their lives. 

It is striking to think that they could ignore the 

basic and most fundamental instructions of God; 

that they could ignore the command to love both 

God and their neighbour. Sadly, their fasting is 

revealed to be empty through a lifestyle that 

showed contempt for God’s words.  

Avoid the spotlight 

We might be tempted to think that this is just an 

Old Testament issue. But when we turn to Jesus’ 

Sermon on the Mount, a record of some of Jesus’ 

key teachings captured in Matthew 5 & 6, there 

are similar themes. He warns his listeners not to 

be like the religious elite, who do all their acts of 

worship in full view. They want to be noticed by 

people, so that they will be praised as devout 

followers of God. Their longing for the spotlight is 

yet another example of turning worship of God 

into a self-serving performance. Jesus sees 

through this charade. He tells his disciples to give, 

pray and fast in secret, for an audience of one – 

God. 

Also in the Sermon on the Mount, it is clear that 

Jesus upholds the teaching of God given in the 

Law and through the Prophets. He has not come to 

abolish them, but instead to fulfil them. In Jesus, 

we find someone who perfectly loved God with all 

his heart, soul, mind and strength, and loved his 

neighbour as himself. He fulfilled God’s 

instructions through a life of love – his 

righteousness surpassed all. 

Public signs of worship are empty and void of 

meaning if we show disregard for the commands 

of God. What may be some of the things that 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
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distort our acts of worship today? Are we prone to 

the same temptations? 

Jesus warns us away from the spotlight, from acts 

of worship that seek to glorify us, and not God. 

Instead, Jesus encourages his followers to be, “the 

light of the world”. In this passage, Jesus relates 

the light we emit to our good deeds – acts of love 

and justice. We do these things not for the 

spotlight, but to bring glory to our heavenly 

Father.  

A light to the world 

God’s intention for those who follow him, which is 

seen all the way back to the people of Israel, is that 

they are to be a blessing to the world as they 

witness to God’s love. Isaiah describes this as 

being ‘a light to the nations’ (Isa. 49:6). God’s 

followers can only fulfil this awesome picture 

when God’s light of justice shines through them.  

When we, as God’s followers, start loving people 

and acting justly, then our ‘light will rise in the 

darkness and our night will become like the 

noonday’ (Isa. 58:10). Just as light disperses 

darkness; so too, love and just actions heal 

brokenness and despair in our world. Think of the 

power, the world-changing energy, if all followers 

of God showed love and justice in all that we do.  

Let your light shine 

But what does this look like practically today? 

Who in our world are oppressed, hungry and living 

in poverty? Where do we need to shine God’s light 

of justice?  

Malawi is an example of a place in our world where 

many people experience the injustice of poverty 

and the hunger caused by failed harvests. Today, 

through All We Can, we can be connected to 

different parts of the world, hear from 

communities and respond to their needs in loving, 

practical ways. We can shine a light into some of 

the darkest situations.  

 

Shanu is working hard for his family, and with 

support from All We Can – bringing together the 

loving acts of people like us using their gifts to help 

liberate the world from the injustice of poverty – 

Shanu is able to see light breaking into what has 

been a dark situation. There are many people like 

Shanu across the world, facing dark situations. We 

can touch their lives through our gifts and prayers 

by joining with All We Can in their work to support 

some of the world’s poorest communities.  

Conclusion  

As seen in the film and the passage from Isaiah, 

good harvests come not just when there is plenty 

of sun but also when the land is well watered. 

Isaiah sees that when God’s followers take 

seriously God’s instructions to love and act justly, 

then the whole of society can flourish, like a ‘well-

watered garden’. What a beautiful picture. This is 

what God wants for the world – life in abundance. 

Surely, this is also what we want, to see all people 

in our world flourish – for all people to fulfil their 

God-given potential.  

So, let’s act in ways of love and justice, letting our 

light shine out across our world, bringing glory to 

God.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light


  

 

 
allwecan.org.uk/light 
 

Page 12 of 18 

We now have the opportunity to shine 

God’s light of justice into our world by 

making a gift to All We Can. This loving 

act can help people like Shanu, who are 

suffering from poverty and injustice. Through our 

gifts, we can reach out in love, helping to light-up 

some of the darkest situations in our world, 

bringing transformation for the long term.    

You can either make a one-off gift, or you can sign-

up to give regularly. Just fill in the relevant form. 

Also, if you are able, please Gift Aid your donation 

to make it go further. 

Use the relevant slides from the PowerPoint, Let 

your light shine, and use the All We Can collection 

box for people to place their gifts into. Why not set 

an ambitious target and supplement the giving 

from church funds? £380 could train a community 

in solar irrigation management. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

Thank you, if you are holding a collection as 

part of your service, or giving directly from 

your church funds. 

Please send a cheque for the total, made 

payable to All We Can, with the Church and 

Group Donation Form that came with the 

DVD and is also available on pages 17-18. 

Send them to All We Can, 25 Marylebone 

Road, London NW1 5JR. 

If you are sending in All We Can Gift Aid 

envelopes, including any completed regular 

giving forms, please check that each person 

has completed their full name and address 

legibly, and the amount given is filled in on 

each envelope. As you will be holding 

people’s personal information, please keep it 

safe and return it to us as soon as possible, 

so people’s giving wishes can be fulfilled. 

 

  

Partner Church 
Thank you for choosing to journey with 

some of the world’s poorest communities, 

standing with them in love and solidarity, 

and for raising money throughout the 

partnership. You will be updated during the 

year on how Shanu and his community are 

benefiting from the support they receive.  

Before Autumn 2019, all of your church’s 

giving, including that of individual members 

who give regularly (anonymised), will be 

calculated and presented to you in a 

certificate, showing you the impact you 

have had upon the lives of people living in 

poverty. We are thankful for your 

partnership and continued support, 

because it changes lives! 

If you would like to sign-up to become an 

All We Can Partner Church, to benefit 

from regular updates, visit:  

  allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
ww.allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch
ww.allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch
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Here is a selection of appropriate hymns and 

songs, which you may like to use in your service. If 

you are not familiar with these hymns and songs, 

or if your church uses other song books, then 

consider gaining inspiration for your selection 

from the themes of harvest, creation, sun, light, 

and justice.  

  Singing 
the Faith 

Enter 
your info 

All creatures of our God and 
King 

99  

All things bright and beautiful 100  

Autumn days 121  

Be thou my vision, O Lord of 
my heart 

545  

Come, ye thankful people, 
come 

123  

Darkness like a shroud covers 
the earth 

170  

Everyone needs compassion 627  

For the fruits of all creation 124  

From the highest of heights 48  

Give thanks to the Lord our 
God and King  

77  

Give thanks with a grateful 
heart 

78  

God in his love for us lent us 
this planet 

727  

Great is thy faithfulness 51  

God of justice 699  

God, who made the stars of 
heaven 

7  

Have you heard the voice 662  

I the Lord of sea and sky 663  

In the beginning God played 
with the planets 

108  

I hear the voice of Jesus say 248  

Jesus is Lord, creation’s voice 
proclaims it 

353  

Longing for light (Christ be 
our light) 

706  

Lord the light of  your love is 
shining 

59  

Now thank we all our God 81  

O Lord, my God, when I in 
awesome wonder  

82  

O worship the King 113  

Our God is a great big God 61  

Over all the earth, you reign 
on high 

63  

Praise God for the harvest 126  

Tell me who made all of 
creation 

118  

The harvest is here 128  

The Lord’s my shepherd 480/1  

The silent stars shine down on 
us 

231  

Think of a world without any 
flowers 

92  

We plough the fields and 
scatter 

130  

When I needed a neighbour 256  

Would you walk by on the 
other side? 

257  

There are also many children’s songs about light: 

This little light of mine by Harry Dixon Loes 
Shine from the inside out by Nick Jackson 
Let your light shine by Hillsong Kids 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
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Colour the picture 

 

 

 

  

 

Questions 

1. What do you like about God’s gift of the 

sun?  

 

 

2. What are some of the issues Shanu and his 

community are facing in Malawi?  

 

 

3. What can you do to shine light into the 

world? 

 

 

 

 

 

Word search 

 

J W A T G H S A V E 

U F L O V E T N U Q 

S H I N E I T D E G 

T I G S U M Y H W T 

I S H L W A R M T H 

C B T S O L A R E G 

E C A N U W O T B I 

A R T V E N R Y P R 

I N F A L I G S N B 

Answers: 

1. 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

Find these words: 

Sun             Glow   Warmth 

Light       Shine      Justice  

Solar          Bright   Love 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
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To be completed by the treasurer or All We Can co-ordinator. Please use BLOCK CAPITALS. 

Church/Circuit/Group:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 I enclose a cheque/CAF cheque payable to ‘All We Can’ for £__________ to be used where it is most needed. 

This gift is from (please tick as applicable): ❏a church collection ❏   church funds ❏   other fundraising  

Would you like a receipt? ❏ YES ❏ NO  By post/email (delete as applicable). 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact details:  

Title:_________________ First name:__________________________ Surname:_______________________________________________  

Contact address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________Postcode:___________________________________________  

Telephone:___________________________________  

If you would like to receive updates by email about our work and how you can donate to us,  

please tick here (you can unsubscribe at any time) ❏ Email:_______________________________________________________  

holds your details to thank you for your gift, process Gift Aid, to send you occasional updates about our work 

and how you can support us. If you would prefer not to receive these updates by post, please tick here ❏  

(You will still receive communications relevant to your church role.)  

Thank you! Return the form with your donation and any Gift Aid envelopes, including regular giving forms, to:  

All We Can, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR 

 020 7467 5132   info@allwecan.org.uk    allwecan.org.uk 

We promise to never sell or swap your details and you can change your preferences at any time. All We Can 
 

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691. 

If you are sending in Gift Aid envelopes and regular giving forms with your church donation,  

please check that: 

❏  the amount given is filled in on each envelope 

❏  each person has completed their full name and full address legibly 

❏  you only send All We Can Gift Aid envelopes and regular giving forms 

❏  you keep the Giving envelopes and forms (containing sensitive information) secure, and send 

them to All We Can as quickly as possible.  

 

HA-CA-18      
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To be completed by the treasurer or All We Can co-ordinator. Please use BLOCK CAPITALS. 

 Church/Circuit/Group:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 I enclose a cheque/CAF cheque payable to ‘All We Can’ for £____________ to be used where it is most needed. 

This gift is from (please tick as applicable): ❏ a church collection ❏   church funds ❏   other fundraising  

Would you like a receipt?  ❏ YES   ❏ NO   By post/email (delete as applicable). 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Contact details:  

Title:_________________ First name:__________________________ Surname:_______________________________________________  

Contact address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________Postcode:___________________________________________  

Telephone:___________________________________  

If you would like to receive updates by email about our work and how you can donate to us,  

please tick here (you can unsubscribe at any time) ❏ Email:_______________________________________________________  

We promise to never sell or swap your details and you can change your preferences at any time. All We Can 

holds your details to thank you for your gift, process Gift Aid, to send you occasional updates about our work 

and how you can support us. If you would prefer not to receive these updates by post, please tick here ❏  

(You will still receive communications relevant to your church role.) 

 

Thank you for being an All We Can Partner Church. Need more giving envelopes?   Number _________ 

Thank you! Return the form with your donation and any Gift Aid envelopes, including regular giving forms, to: 

All We Can, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR 

 020 7467 5132   info@allwecan.org.uk    allwecan.org.uk 

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691. 

 If you are sending in Gift Aid envelopes and regular giving forms with your church donation,  
please check that: 

❏  the amount given is filled in on each envelope 

❏  each person has completed their full name and full address legibly 

❏  you only send All We Can Gift Aid envelopes and regular giving forms 

❏  you keep the Giving envelopes and forms (containing sensitive information) secure,  

and send them to All We Can as quickly as possible.  
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