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Your regular gift is vital to ensuring that 
the talented local organisations All We 
Can works with can plan ahead and 
help more people in their communities. 
Chimwemwe, a local project worker, 
says “one-off gifts are good for times of 
emergency, but regular giving is needed 
to help end poverty and transform 
villages like Mulukwa.”  Thank you for 
being a key part of that transformation. 

Being a part of the All Together 
movement sends a powerful message - 
that communities like Mulukwa are not 
alone in their struggle against poverty 
and injustice. It says you are there, 
standing alongside them, working 
together to inspire lasting change.

When hard  
work doesn’t pay
It’s not always enough just to keep working hard when 
the environment around you is changing. When what 
used to work, stops working, it is futile to continue to do 
more of the same thing.

Poverty severely reduces the options for families,
limiting the future for their children. 

Poverty limits  
options

Every day families face the most difficult of decisions – like 
choosing between feeding their family or paying school fees. If 
the children are hungry, they struggle to go to school, but if the 
children are fed and the school fees remain unpaid, the children 
still can’t go to school. It’s a ‘catch 22’ no parent should face. 

But there is hope for the families of Mulukwa – families like 
Chikumbutso and Monica and their children sons Hetherwick and 
Tembo. With CARD’s support, Monica has just planted a range of 
vegetables, including onions, cabbages, tomatoes and garlic. She 
hopes to earn around 600,000 Malawian Kwacha (approx £600) 
once she takes them to market in four months.

Chikumbutso says, “We have been trained in how to maximise our 
harvest on a very small plot of land, and we have been given new 
tools to improve our farming. We used to lose a lot of tomatoes, 
but CARD has shown us how to take care of them properly.”

Many farmers in Malawi, including the families of Mulukwa, are facing 
just this challenge. The farming practices they have known and used from 
one generation to the next are not yielding the same harvests. Changes 
to the climate, deforestation and soil erosion have created a harsher and 
more unpredictable environment for farmers. The result is a shortage of 
food and families suffering from hunger.

All We Can is working with communities like Mulukwa to overcome the 
challenges of climate change. Thanks to regular donations like yours, 
the farmers of Mulukwa are receiving support and training from a local 
organisation - Churches Action in Relief and Development (CARD). 

CARD helps communities like Mulukwa to build solar irrigation systems 
ensuring a reliable supply of water for their crops. CARD also train farmers 
in modern farming techniques, give them a variety of seeds which are both 
drought resistant and rich in nutritional value, and they provide business 
training, so farmers learn how to sell their crops for a profit. All of these 
activities help to reverse the pattern of smaller harvests and farmers have 
the satisfaction of their hard work paying off.

Image: Chikumbutso, Monica and their sons Hetherwick and Tembo are hopeful about  
their future harvests.

Thank you for standing 
shoulder to shoulder with 
those living in some of the 
world’s poorest communities. 



How does solar 
irrigation work? 
Thanks to supporters like you and with guidance 
and training from CARD, the community of 
Mulukwa now have a solar irrigation system 
which ensures they can water their crops even 
when climate change delays the seasonal rains.

Malawi benefits from bright sunlight, which provides a free and 
reliable source of electrical energy. This energy can be harnessed 
by solar panels powering water pumps which supply water from 
deep underground. Also because the pumps are solar powered, 
they have a minimal impact on the environment; helping to 
prevent further climate change. Maintenance of the solar 
irrigation system is minimal, and the families of Mulukwa help 
contribute to a fund which pays for any repairs and maintenance 
work that might be needed. This ensures the system will be 
running for decades to come. 

Solar panels collect energy from the sun’s rays using a 
semiconductor material, such as silicon, to convert into electricity.

This energy powers an electric pump, which draws the water 
up from deep underground, through a network of pipes to taps 
located at accessible points. 

Farmers then connect hoses to the taps to direct the water to 
the crops. 

Batteries are charged daily to enable the pumps to continue 
working even when there is little sunlight.
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Travel lightly through lent 
 
Travel Lightly is a 40-day resource of reflections, 
prayers and activities to inspire people to travel 
lightly as they reflect on the wilderness experience. 
On your journey, you will hear from many of the 
people and communities your regular gift is helping 
to support including Chikumbutso and Monica. 
Hear the stories of hostile environments, tough 
journeys and struggles for sustenance, which 
people are overcoming thanks to your generosity. 

To order extra copies of Travel Lightly and other 
resources for groups please visit:  
allwecan.org.uk/lent 

Together in 2017-18 
 
Together in 2017-18, we impacted the lives of more than 600,000 children, 
women and men from across the world. From supporting training for Syrian 
refugees to set up small businesses to championing advocacy work with 
older people in Cameroon, your support is transforming lives. Thank you 
for making this change possible. To find out more about the impact your 
donations are making visit: allwecan.org.uk/review

 
Chimwemwe, a Project Officer for CARD, has already 
begun to see the difference these activities are making 
in Mulukwa. “Things have been changing. Some of the 
farmers are able to pay school fees for their children, 
others are able to roof their house with iron sheets, 
and others are able to buy animals. They’re even able to 
sustain the food in their home.” 

These are significant changes, which are improving the 
quality of life for families. Farmers in Mulukwa now have 
the peace of mind that comes from knowing that their 
hard work can pay off.

Chikumbutso and Monica are also experiencing the 
changes made possible thanks to people like you:

“We want people in the UK to know that whatever 
assistance they gave us, through All We Can, it has reached 
us and it has benefitted us. We are the living examples of 
people that have benefitted from the help that comes from 
the UK. We know God is going to bless them.” 
Chikumbutso

Change is possible 



 
allwecan.org.uk/together

facebook instagram twitter @allwecanuk All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development Fund,  
a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691

020 7467 5132 
info@allwecan.org.uk


