
 

 
  

 

SERVICE MATERIALS 
Inspire your church, as they consider helping others in our world 

so that people can take root and flourish. 
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ABOUT THESE RESOURCES 

These materials will connect your congregation to 

people in the Bible and to those fighting injustice 

across the world today; and will give them a 

chance to join in and make a practical difference.  

This pack contains resources appropriate for:  

 A Harvest service – Harvest provides a great 
opportunity to thank God for the earth and all 
it produces, while also raising money for 
people for whom harvests are a struggle – All 
We Can’s Harvest Appeal 2019.  
 

 Launch as an All We Can Partner Church –  
Churches signed-up as an ‘All We Can Partner 
Church’ can use the Harvest service, or indeed 
any other service in the year, to launch this 
unique relationship.  
 
As an All We Can Partner Church, you will 
receive a special welcome pack and a bundle 
of other resources throughout the year, such 
as…  

 exclusive news and messages from a 
local community 

 invitations to special events  
 worship materials to keep you inspired 

 
For more information on becoming an All We 
Can Partner Church, visit 

  allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch  

or    020 7467 5132 

 

All We Can is an international development and 

emergency relief organisation. Focusing on those in 

greatest need, it has always been inspired by 

Christian principles and is an integral part of the 

Methodist family. All We Can helps find solutions 

to poverty by engaging with local people and 

organisations in some of the world’s poorest 

communities to end the suffering caused by 

inequality and injustice.  

 

 

WHAT YOU NEED 
Provided in this pack: an order of service, prayers, 

an interactive activity, a reflection, a sermon and 

song suggestions. Please adapt these materials to 

suit your congregation and situation.   

If you would like to undertake other fundraising 

activities or run sessions to engage children and 

young people, then please find these and the visual 

resources that accompany this pack on 

  allwecan.org.uk/roots or on the DVD-ROM, 

which you can order along with individual Gift Aid 

envelopes and posters.  

  020 7467 5132, or    info@allwecan.org.uk 

 

For your service, you are also likely to need:  

 Laptop, projector and audio speakers to 

connect to the laptop 

 PowerPoint: Deepen your roots   

 Film: Hope is taking root  

 All We Can Harvest Appeal poster  

 All We Can Gift Aid envelopes and regular 

giving forms 

 All We Can collection box 

Optional: 

 A potato 

 Music 

 ‘Super Spud’ print-out template (see p.14) 

 A planted tree or a picture of a tree 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you for your support! You are making a 

significant difference to people living in poverty, 

who are working hard to overcome the challenges 

that they face. 

 

 

 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch
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FOCUS ON ETHIOPIA 
All We Can helps people in some of the world’s 

poorest communities. These service materials 

focus on the work All We Can is supporting in 

Ethiopia. In parts of Ethiopia, climate change has 

destroyed harvests. Now many people struggle to 

feed their families.  

 

Location: East Africa, 

neighbouring Eritrea, Somalia, 

Sudan, South Syudan, Kenya, 

Djibouti 

Capital city:  Addis Ababa 

Population: Around 105 million 

Languages spoken: Amharic is the main language 

spoken 

Religions: Around 63% Christian and 32% Muslim  

Life expectancy: Male 63, female 67 

Poverty: Around 20% of the population live below the 

poverty line 

[Country data sourced from: IMF, World Bank, and 

UN reports] 

In Amhara State, in central Ethiopia, All We Can is 

working in partnership with the local organisation, 

Adheno. Together, we are introducing new seeds 

and vegetables better suited to the changing 

climate, equipping people with modern farming 

techniques and developing business skills, helping 

families produce better harvests and make a secure 

income. The change being seen in the communities 

in Ethiopia is representative of  the kind of impact 

All We Can is having across the world. By raising 

money as part of your service for All We Can’s 

Harvest Appeal, or as an All We Can Partner 

Church, you will be helping people in these 

communities, and others in some of the world’s 

poorest places to find solutions to poverty.  

CONTENTS 
 Orders of service (p.3) 

- All-Age Service 
- Adult Service 

 
 Introduction to All We Can’s  

Harvest Appeal 2019 (p.4) 
- Welcoming people to the service 

 
 Introduction to being an All We Can Partner 

Church (p.5) 
- Welcoming people to the service 

 
 Service theme ideas (p.6) 

- Displays 
- Refreshments 

 
 Prayers (pp.6-7) 

- Call to worship 
- Prayer of praise 
- Prayer of thanksgiving  
- Prayer of confession 
- Prayer of intercession 
- Closing prayer 

 
 Interactive activity (p.8) 

 
 A short reflection  (pp.8-9) 

 
 Sermon notes (pp.10-11) 

 
 The offering (p.12) 

 
 Song suggestions (p.13) 

 
 ‘Super Spud’ template sheet (p.14) 

 
 Children’s activity sheet (p.15) 

 

 Harvest Appeal Church Donation Form (p.16) 
 

 All We Can Partner Church Donation Form 
(p.17)  

 

 

 

 

Ethiopia 
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ORDERS OF SERVICE 
 

Provided here are suggested orders of service, which may help in your planning. We realise that every church 

will have its preferred order, so please feel free to create your own. In the electronic version of this 

document, you can click on any underlined item in the list below to go to the relevant activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

An all-age service  

 

 

A service for adults 

 

 

Call to worship 

Prayer of praise 

Hymn / Song 

Welcome 

Prayer of thanksgiving 

Hymn / Song 

Interactive activity  

Hymn / Song 

Bible reading 

Reflection (including the film) 

Prayer of confession 

Hymn / Song 

Offering 

Prayers of intercession 

Hymn / Song 

Closing prayer 

 

Call to worship 

Prayer of praise 

Hymn / Song 

Welcome 

Prayer of thanksgiving 

Hymn / Song 

Bible readings  

Hymn / Song 

Sermon notes (including the film) 

Prayer of confession 

Hymn / Song 

Offering 

Prayers of intercession 

Hymn / Song 

Closing prayer 
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INTRO:  
HARVEST APPEAL 2019 
Thank you for holding a Harvest service for All We 

Can’s Harvest Appeal 2019. This service is an 

opportunity to celebrate God’s gift of the earth 

and the diversity of food it produces, with a special 

focus on ‘super spuds’! The congregation will learn 

how people in Ethiopia are overcoming failed 

harvests caused by changes to their climate. 

Through the support of All We Can, communities 

now have new seeds and different vegetables that 

are better suited to survive in the changing 

climate, and have received training in improved 

farming techniques. All of these measures are 

helping families to produce better harvests. 

The changes in these communities represents the 

kind of difference All We Can is making across the 

world. The money that you raise during the 

service, or through any other fundraising activities 

and gifts directly from church funds, will help 

people – not only in Ethiopia, but also in other 

communities around the world ‒ who are 

struggling with poverty and injustice.  

WELCOME 
Here are some words that you can use to 

introduce your congregation to the Harvest 

service. 

Today we are celebrating the Festival of 

Harvest. It is a special time in the year, 

when we celebrate God’s wonderful creation and 

the food the earth produces for our nourishment, 

and we give our thanks to God.  

In Psalm 96, the writer imagines all the vegetation, 

jubilant in the field. He pictures them happy, 

singing for joy before the Lord, their Creator. 

What an example to us! And, crucially, it is who the 

Lord is and what he comes to do that sets their joy 

alight. He is establishing his justice on earth.  

We know that all is not well with our world. There 

is unnecessary suffering and pain. Even crops and 

vegetables struggle to flourish because of weeds, 

droughts and floods. But with God’s justice, which 

will come in all its fullness when Jesus returns, all 

is set right ‒ life flourishes, and pain and suffering 

are no more.  No wonder the psalmist thinks the 

fields should be jubilant. 

As people made in God’s image, called to be 

stewards of his creation, we are entrusted to do all 

we can to make our world better, to reflect God’s 

love and justice in our world. Today, we are going 

to meet a community in Ethiopia who struggle to 

grow harvests because of changes to their climate. 

Families have been going hungry, and with each 

failed harvest season, their health deteriorates. 

But things are starting to change. All We Can has 

introduced new seeds and different vegetables 

that are better suited to survive the changing 

climate, and has trained the farmers with better 

techniques to manage their land. One of the 

changes that has really improved the diets of 

Ethiopian families is the introduction of potatoes – 

super spuds! They are super because they are able 

to take root and grow well in the environment ‒ 

and they’re nutritionally rich!  

 

 

It’s remarkable all the different things you can do 

with just one vegetable, and yet God has blessed 

this world with many wonderful and diverse foods. 

It is a sign of a broken world that people go hungry 

‒ but it doesn’t have to be this way. Through this 

service, we are joining with All We Can to make a 

difference, by supporting their Harvest Appeal. 

 

 

Interactive activity: Invite people 

to share how they like their 

potatoes e.g. chips, crisps, baked, 

boiled, etc.  

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
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INTRO:  
ALL WE CAN PARTNER CHURCH  
By becoming an All We Can Partner Church, you 

have chosen to form a meaningful connection with 

some of the world’s poorest communities, 

journeying with them in solidarity, love and 

support. This service will introduce your 

congregation to the community in Ethiopia who 

they will journey with until next Autumn. (We will 

launch the next focus community at Harvest 

2020.) This community is overcoming failed 

harvests caused by changes to their climate. 

Through the support of All We Can, communities 

now have new seeds and different vegetables that 

are better suited to survive the changing climate, 

including potatoes, and farmers have been trained 

in improved agricultural techniques. All of these 

measures are helping families produce better 

harvests. 

Please use this service to launch your journey with 

your community in Ethiopia, as an All We Can 

Partner Church. 

 WELCOME
Here are words that you can use to introduce 

your church to the community it will be 

journeying with over this year, as an All We Can 

Partner Church. 

 [If it is a Harvest service: Today we are 

celebrating the Festival of Harvest. It is 

a special time in the year when we celebrate God’s 

wonderful creation and the food the earth 

produces for our nourishment, and we give our 

thanks to God.]   

In Psalm 96, the writer imagines all the vegetation, 

jubilant in the field. He pictures them happy, 

singing for joy before the Lord, their Creator. 

What an example to us! And, crucially, it is who the 

Lord is and what he comes to do that sets their joy 

alight. He is establishing his justice on earth!  

We know that all is not well with our world. There 

is unnecessary suffering and pain. Even crops and 

vegetables struggle to flourish because of weeds, 

droughts and floods. But with God’s justice, which 

will come in all its fullness when Jesus returns, all 

is set right ‒ life flourishes, and pain and suffering 

are no more.  No wonder the psalmist thinks the 

fields should be jubilant! 

As people made in God’s image, called to be 

stewards of his creation, we are entrusted to do all 

we can to make our world better, to reflect God’s 

justice in our world. Today, we are going to meet a 

community in Ethiopia who struggle to grow 

harvests because of changes to their climate. 

Families have been going hungry, and with each 

failed harvest season, their health deteriorates. 

But things are starting to change. All We Can has 

introduced new seeds and different vegetables 

that are better suited to survive the changing 

climate, and has trained the farmers with better 

techniques to manage their land. One of the 

changes that has really improved the diets of 

Ethiopian families is potatoes – super spuds! They 

are super because they are able to take root and 

grow well in the environment ‒ and they’re 

nutritionally rich!  

 

It’s remarkable all the different things you can do 

with just one vegetable, and yet God has blessed 

this world with many wonderful and diverse foods. 

It is a sign of a broken world that people go hungry 

‒ but it doesn’t have to be this way. As an All We 

Can Partner Church, we’ll be journeying with this 

community throughout the year, hearing from 

them and standing with them in solidarity, holding 

them in our prayers and giving our support to All 

We Can’s transformational work.  

Interactive activity: Invite people 

to share how they like their 

potatoes e.g. chips, crisps, baked, 

boiled, etc.  

 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
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SERVICE THEME IDEAS 

DISPLAYS 
This service gives focus to communities in Ethiopia 

who are overcoming failed harvests, by the 

introduction of new seeds and vegetables, 

including potatoes. Therefore, as part of your 

church displays, you may wish to incorporate 

potato-themed items such as: decorated sacks of 

potatoes, potato prints, pictures of All We Can’s 

Super Spud, different types of potatoes, decorated 

potatoes etc.  

We would love to see the displays you create. 

Share and encourage others by sending your 

pictures to     info@allwecan.org.uk  

Also, share on social media and tag us in 

@allwecanuk 

REFRESHMENTS 
You may like to consider serving potato snacks 

such as potato cakes, crisps and hash browns.  

Please see a number of recipes available in An A-

peel-ing Fundraising Pack at   

  allwecan.org.uk/roots 

PRAYERS 
These prayers are available on the Deepen your 

roots PowerPoint presentation. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Psalm 96:11-13 

Let the heavens rejoice, 

let the earth be glad; 

let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 

Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; 

let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 

Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he 

comes, 

he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world in righteousness 

and the peoples in his faithfulness. 

PRAYER OF PRAISE 
A prayer to be said with the 

congregation: 

 

Creator God,  

we join in creation’s song; 

jubilant because you are a God of justice.  

You reach out to all you have made in your love; 

and in your hands life flourishes. 

Your works are wonderful  

and your deeds are great. 

We praise your righteous name. 

Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 A prayer to be responded to by the 

congregation. 

Leader: God, we thank you for our vibrant world 

and marvel at its diversity.  

All: Beauty comes from your hands. 

Leader: God, we thank you for being present in our 

world and for revealing yourself to us.  

All: The earth declares your glory. 

Leader: God, we thank you for your justice, and 

the work you do to redeem our broken world.  

All: Your love heals and restores us. 

In you there is life in all its fullness – our 

redeemer and our hope.  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
A prayer to be said with the 

congregation: 

Forgiving Lord,  

We are sorry that we have not looked after your 

world as we ought,  

that we have neglected others while investing in 

our own lives,  

and have hoarded resources rather than shared 

them generously. 

Help us to treat your world with the same concern 

that you show,  

and to act in ways that help other people to 

flourish. 

For the sake of your kingdom we pray,  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Prayers written by Adheno ‒ one of the 

local organisations which All We Can 

supports in Ethiopia: 

Father, we bring before you the plight of the 

communities where we work in Ethiopia. We 

desire to see all people living in peace and 

harmony, enjoying safe livelihoods. Help us as we 

accompany communities in crisis, as we bring 

before you the stories of men and women who 

have struggled in very difficult situations. 

Lord God, help us as we work towards our vision 

for communities to be living well and healthy. We 

join in partnership together to act to restore 

creation to what you, our loving God, intended it 

to be. Enable all of us to work to this end as one 

family, united by the Father of all creation. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer activity ideas 

 Invite people to write a prayer on paper shaped 

like the Super Spud character. You can print out 

the template on page 15, or get people to draw 

around potatoes. Put all of these potato prayers 

into a sack and pray.  

 

 Have available a potted tree or a large drawing / 

picture of a tree. Invite people to write a prayer on 

a gift tag and hang it on a tree, or on a sticky note 

and place it on the roots of the tree.  

 

 Have a large pot or bucket of soil at the front of the 

church, and invite people to write their prayers on 

pieces of paper, then screw or fold the paper up 

and 'plant' their prayers in the soil, as a sign that 

they are planting seeds of hope with their words. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
We go, as your children, jubilant 

because of your justice. 

We go, ready to share our resources in order that 

others may flourish.  

We go, knowing that your love nurtures us and 

gives us life. 

In the name of Jesus, we go. Amen. 
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INTERACTIVE ACTIVITY 
 For this activity, you will need a potato 

and music. Invite children and young 

people to participate in the game, ‘Hot 

Potato’. The young people stand together, such as in a 

circle, and throw or pass the potato to each other as 

the music plays. They should imagine it is hot and try 

to pass it on as quickly as possible to the next person. 

When the music stops, the person holding the potato 

is eliminated. The game continues until there is one 

child left, who is the winner.  

Share:  It’s not nice being eliminated from 

a game because of random factors 

outside of your control. It’s not in your control 

when the music stops and it’s not in your control 

when the potato gets thrown your way. I wonder 

how you feel when you are affected by things you 

can’t control? Maybe you have had to adapt and 

change because of it. 

For people in Ethiopia, changes to their climate are 

outside of their control. Weather patterns used to 

be more predictable and harvests yielded enough 

to provide for the needs of their family. But the 

community has seen a significant shift in weather 

patterns over the last 30 years, and now they 

harvest very little and people are going hungry. All 

We Can is working with communities to help give 

them more control over their future and to create 

solutions that will yield better harvests, despite 

the changing climate.  

God desires that everyone and everything that he 

has made should flourish. This is why it is 

important for us to do what we can to look after 

the world he has given us, and to help communities 

to adapt to changes, so that they may flourish. 

 

BIBLE READING 
 

Isaiah 61: 1-11 

A SHORT REFLECTION 
Although a script has been provided, do feel free to 

draw out the main points and add in elements that 

suit your local situation. You could also give more 

context – who Isaiah was, the situation of the people 

he was addressing when this took place, etc. 

Introduction 

Isaiah’s message points to a person who 

will bring liberation and healing to an 

oppressed and broken people. It’s a message that 

would have brought joy and hope to the original 

audience. The people of Judah had been in exile 

after their defeat by the Babylonian forces. 

Deported as prisoners, heartbroken by loss – loss 

of their land, their home, their loved ones, their 

way of life – and experiencing oppression under 

the hand of a harsh ruler, very little was under 

their control. This is not the life they wanted. 

Imagine being in their situation and hearing 

Isaiah’s words… How would it make you feel? 

Uprooted 

Their story is not dissimilar to the story of many 

people in our world today. Over 68 million people 

are displaced from their homes because of conflict 

and persecution. And climate disasters like 

droughts and floods create food scarcity causing 

people to leave their homes in the hope of finding 

a more habitable place to live.  

Millions of people in our world are uprooted. We 

know from plants, that roots are needed for 

growth. Without secure roots and a nurturing 

environment, the potential for life is stifled. This is 

as true for people as it is for plants. In Ethiopia, 

there are people struggling to thrive because of 

the damaging effects of climate change. Seasons of 

failed harvests have meant that many families are 

unable to provide their children with enough food 

to eat. This is having a devastating effect. Just as 

their crops are not taking root and growing as well 

Further inspiring ideas and interactive 

activities can be found in our resources for 

children, youth and schools ‒ available at 

allwecan.org.uk/roots 

 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
http://www.allwecan.org.org.uk/light


DEEPEN YOUR ROOTS  

Service Materials 
 

 

 
allwecan.org.uk/roots 
 

Page 9 of 17 

as they would hope, so also their lives and families 

have become vulnerable – without a reliable 

source of food, they are unable to improve their 

situation and overcome the challenges of living in 

poverty. If this situation continues, and they’re not 

able to develop the roots they need, they are left 

with no alternative but to abandon their homes 

and all that they know, in the hope of making a life 

elsewhere. 

PLAY THE FILM 
 

In the film, we saw that the community of Cherkos 

in Ethiopia is so much more than their struggles. 

Ethiopia has many unique aspects. In Cherkos they 

enjoy the great Ethiopian coffee, eat an incredible 

flatbread called injera, and find pleasure in a 

variety of sports. In many ways, it is a great place 

to live and people love living there. But without 

the prospect of being able to feed their families, 

the potential for life is stifled. All We Can is 

working with communities like Cherkos, to help 

them overcome their challenges. Through 

introducing new seeds and different vegetables, 

including the super spud, and training them in 

better farming techniques, it will be possible for 

families to grow their food again and even make an 

income from what’s left over. They will take root 

and flourish in their environment.       

A planting of the Lord 

Isaiah is given a vision for Israel’s future, which he 

describes as ‘a planting of the Lord’ (v3). 

Wonderfully, they will be called ‘oaks of 

righteousness’, displaying God’s glory. This is 

because they will rebuild and repair in the wake of 

the damage caused. They will help to make things 

right. God will use them to transform a broken and 

hostile environment into a place where life can 

flourish again. By the end of the chapter, Isaiah 

likens God’s work with his people to soil causing 

plants to sprout up – a people who are rooted and 

well-nurtured because of what the Lord has done. 

His work will cause them to bring forth praise and 

righteousness as a witness to the nations. They 

will be like jubilant plants in the field. Does God’s 

work in our lives cause the same reaction in us?  

Fulfilled by Jesus 

It is this very passage that Jesus reads out in a 

synagogue in Nazareth (Luke 4:16-21). In Isaiah 

61, the identity of the Lord’s anointed one is not 

yet known. It is through the Persian King Cyrus 

and community leaders like Nehemiah and Ezra, 

that God releases his people from captivity and 

returns them to their own land. When Jesus reads 

this passage, he is taking up the mantle of the 

Lord’s anointed one. He says to the congregation, 

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing” (v21), and as we observe his ministry, we 

are left in little doubt that he is the preacher of 

good news, the bringer of freedom and the one 

who heals.  

Conclusion  

So what does this mean for us today?  How might 

we act differently in light of Isaiah’s message? 

Well, we can respond to the same invitation that 

was given to the original audience – to become 

involved in repairing what is broken and to help 

rebuild places, making them habitable 

environments where people can take root and 

flourish. People like those we met from Cherkos in 

Ethiopia, and many others like them across our 

world today.  
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BIBLE READINGS 
Isaiah 61: 1-11 

Luke: 4: 14-21 

SERMON NOTES 
Although a script has been provided, do feel free to 

draw out the main points and to add in elements that 

suit your local situation. You could also give more 

context – who Isaiah was, the situation of the people 

he was addressing when this took place, the context of 

Jesus’ reading of Isaiah in Luke, etc. 

Introduction 

Isaiah’s message points to a person who 

will bring liberation and healing to an 

oppressed and broken people. It’s a message that 

would have brought joy and hope to the original 

audience. The people of Judah had been in exile 

after their defeat by the Babylonian forces. 

Deported as prisoners, heartbroken by loss – loss 

of their land, their home, their loved ones, their 

way of life – and experiencing oppression under 

the hand of a harsh ruler, very little was under 

their control. This is not the life they wanted. 

The passage mentions, ‘the year of the Lord’s 

favour’. This alludes to the year of Jubilee, or 

literally, the Year of the Ram’s Horn, which 

according to the Law of Moses should occur every 

50 years, with a blast from a ram’s horn. It is a time 

of re-adjusting society for every generation by 

returning land to its original owners, and as a 

Sabbath year, it is also when slaves and prisoners 

are freed and debts are forgiven. This is a special 

year of grace, which the Lord instructed the 

Israelites to follow.  

This special year communicates something of 

God’s heart for his world. He doesn’t want 

societies to have ever-increasing poverty and 

wealth divisions ‒ rather, his instructions help 

people to overcome disadvantage by having grace 

for each other and redistributing resources. He 

says, ‘For I, the Lord, love justice’ (v8). God wants 

us to love justice too, and to advocate for a world 

that helps all people to have the resources they 

need to flourish.  

Imagine being in the exiled community’s situation 

and hearing Isaiah’s words… How would it make 

you feel? 

Uprooted 

Their story is not dissimilar to the story of many 

people in our world today. Over 68 million people 

are displaced from their homes because of conflict 

and persecution. And climate disasters like 

droughts and floods create food scarcity causing 

people to leave their homes in the hope of finding 

a more habitable place to live.  

Millions of people in our world are uprooted. We 

know from plants, that roots are needed for 

growth. Without secure roots and a nurturing 

environment, the potential for life is stifled. This is 

as true for people as it is for plants. In Ethiopia, 

there are people struggling to thrive because of 

the damaging effects of climate change. Seasons of 

failed harvests have meant that many families are 

unable to provide their children with enough food 

to eat. This is having a devastating effect. Just as 

their crops are not taking root and growing as well 

as they would hope, so also their lives and families 

have become vulnerable – without a reliable 

source of food, they are unable to improve their 

situation and overcome the challenges of living in 

poverty. If this situation continues, and they’re not 

able to develop the roots they need, they are left 

with no alternative but to abandon their homes 

and all that they know, in the hope of making a life 

elsewhere. 

PLAY THE FILM 
 

In the film, we saw that the Cherkos community in 

Ethiopia is so much more than their struggles. 

Ethiopia has many unique aspects. In Cherkos they 

enjoy the great Ethiopian coffee, eat an incredible 

flatbread called injera, and find pleasure in a 

variety of sports. In many ways, it is a great place 

to live and people love living there. But without 

the prospect of being able to feed their families, 
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the potential for life is stifled. All We Can is 

working with communities like Cherkos, to help 

them overcome their challenges. Through 

introducing new seeds and different vegetables, 

including the super spud, and training them in 

better farming techniques, it will be possible for 

families to grow their food again and even make an 

income from what’s left over. They will take root 

and flourish in their environment.       

A planting of the Lord 

Isaiah is given a vision for Israel’s future, which he 

describes as ‘a planting of the Lord’ (v3). 

Wonderfully, they will be called ‘oaks of 

righteousness’ displaying God’s glory. This 

contrasts with how they are described in Isaiah’s 

first chapter ‒ ‘an oak with fading leaves’ (Isaiah 

1:30) ‒ because of their unfaithfulness to God and 

their lack of righteousness. Now, as they rebuild 

and repair in the wake of damage caused over 

many generations, they will bring glory to God 

once more, and establish his justice. They will help 

to make things right. God will use them to 

transform a broken and hostile environment into a 

place where life can flourish again. And the life 

described is one of blessing, a double portion of 

inheritance, as though they are the firstborn son. 

As children of God’s inheritance, their disgrace is 

replaced with joy, and others will notice that they 

are blessed.  

By the end of the chapter, Isaiah likens the work of 

God with his people, to soil causing plants to 

sprout up – a people who are rooted and well-

nurtured because of what the Lord has done. His 

work will cause them to bring forth praise and 

righteousness as a witness to the nations. They 

will be like jubilant plants in the field. Does God’s 

work in our lives cause the same reaction in us?  

Fulfilled by Jesus 

It is this very passage that Jesus reads out in a 

synagogue in Nazareth (Luke 4:16-21). In Isaiah 

61, the identity of the Lord’s anointed one is not 

yet known. It is through the Persian King Cyrus 

and community leaders like Nehemiah and Ezra, 

that God releases his people from captivity and 

returns them to their own land. When Jesus reads 

this passage, he is taking up the mantle of the 

Lord’s anointed one. He says to the congregation, 

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing” (v21), and as we observe his ministry, we 

are left in little doubt that he is the preacher of 

good news, the bringer of freedom and the one 

who heals.  

In Jesus, the ram’s horn is blasted and the season 

of God’s grace is released for all time. Jesus’ 

ministry in healing the sick, casting out demons 

and forgiving ‘sinners’, resulted in removing the 

social-economic disadvantages that many in those 

situations faced. Jesus’ actions released people, 

enabling them to lead fruitful lives. When the 

people in Jesus’ time read the Isaiah passage, it 

may have felt like reading history. But by saying, 

‘Today’, Jesus makes it current. This may have 

been challenging to them, because the good news 

and the promised freedom was as much needed in 

their day as it was for the exiled people Isaiah was 

addressing. Injustice and oppression was present 

in their society – what were they doing about it? 

And as we hear this message today, we may ask 

ourselves the same question. 

Conclusion  

So what does this mean for us today?  How might 

we act differently in light of Isaiah’s message? 

Well, we can respond to the same invitation that 

was given to the original audience – to become 

involved in repairing what is broken and to help 

rebuild places, making them habitable 

environments where people can take root and 

flourish. People like those we met from Cherkos in 

Ethiopia, and many others like them across our 

world today.  
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THE OFFERING 
We now have the opportunity to make a 

gift to All We Can, joining with 

communities across the globe to repair 

our broken world. All We Can is working 

with communities, like Cherkos, giving them the 

resources and training they need to overcome 

poverty and injustice. Through our gifts, we can 

make a lasting difference by helping to create 

habitable environments where people can take 

root and flourish.  

You can make a one-off gift, or you can sign-up to 

give regularly. Just fill in the relevant form. Also, if 

you are able, please Gift Aid your donation to 

make it go further. 

[Leader: Use the relevant slides from the 

PowerPoint, Deepen your roots, and use the All We 

Can collection box for people to place their gifts 

into. Why not set an ambitious target and 

supplement the giving from church funds? 

£267 could provide twenty families in Ethiopia 

with a variety of seeds better suited to the 

environment, helping to ensure successful 

harvests.] 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

Thank you for holding a collection as part of your service, or giving directly from your church funds. 

Please send a cheque for the total, made payable to All We Can, with the Church and Group 

Donation Form that came with the DVD and is also available on pages 17-18. Send them to All We 

Can, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR. 

If you are sending in All We Can Gift Aid envelopes, including any completed regular giving forms, 

please check that each person has completed their full name and address legibly, and the amount 

given is filled in on each envelope. As you will be holding people’s personal information, please keep it 

safe and return it to us as soon as possible, so people’s giving wishes can be fulfilled. 

 

  

Partner Church 
Thank you for choosing to journey with 

some of the world’s poorest communities, 

standing with them in love and solidarity, 

and raising money throughout the 

partnership. You will be updated during the 

year on how Fikerte and her community 

are benefiting from the support they 

receive.  Before Autumn 2020, all of your 

church’s giving, including that of individual 

members who give regularly (anonymised), 

will be calculated and presented to you in a 

certificate, showing you the impact you 

have had upon the lives of people living in 

poverty. We are thankful for your 

partnership and continued support, 

because it changes lives! 

If you would like to sign-up to become an 

All We Can Partner Church, to benefit 

from regular updates, visit:  

  allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/light
file://///GROUP/Files/AllWeCan/09%20Resources/Harvest/2018%20Harvest/Service%20Material/ww.allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch
file://///GROUP/Files/AllWeCan/09%20Resources/Harvest/2018%20Harvest/Service%20Material/ww.allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch
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HYMNS AND SONGS 
Here is a selection of appropriate hymns and 

songs, which you may like to use in your service. If 

you are not familiar with these hymns and songs, 

or if your church uses other song books, then 

consider gaining inspiration for your selection 

from the themes of harvest, creation, vegetables, 

roots, trees and justice.  

  Singing 
the Faith 

Enter 
your info 

All creatures of our God and 
King 

99  

All things bright and beautiful 100  

Autumn days 121  

Be thou my vision, O Lord of 
my heart 

545  

Beauty for brokenness  693  

Come, ye thankful people, 
come 

123  

Everyone needs compassion 627  

For the fruits of all creation 124  

For the healing of the nations 696  

From the highest of heights 48  

Give thanks to the Lord our 
God and King  

77  

Give thanks with a grateful 
heart 

78  

God in his love for us lent us 
this planet 

727  

God, whose farm is all 
creation 

122  

Great is thy faithfulness 51  

God of justice 699  

God, who made the stars of 
heaven 

7  

Have you heard the voice 662  

I the Lord of sea and sky 663  

In the beginning God played 
with the planets 

108  

I hear the voice of Jesus say 248  

Jesus is Lord, creation’s voice 
proclaims it 

353  

Longing for light (Christ be 
our light) 

706  

Make me a channel of your 
peace 

707  

Now thank we all our God 81  

O Lord, my God, when I in 
awesome wonder  

82  

O worship the King 113  

Our God is a great big God 61  

Over all the earth, you reign 
on high 

63  

Praise and thanksgiving 125  

Praise God for the harvest 126  

Tell me who made all of 
creation 

118  

The harvest is here 128  

The Lord’s my shepherd 480/1  

The silent stars shine down on 
us 

231  

Think of a world without any 
flowers 

92  

We plough the fields and 
scatter 

130  

When I needed a neighbour 256  

Would you walk by on the 
other side? 

257  
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POTATO TEMPLATE 
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CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
Colour the picture 

 

 

 

  

 

Questions 

1. What do you like about God’s gift of 

potatoes?  

 

 

2. What are some of the issues people in 

Ethiopia are facing?  

 

 

3. What can you do to help people flourish 

today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word search 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J M S Y I H T S C I 

U G L O V E W H L Y 

S N I J S D M A I I 

T F T H I E R S M O 

I O E A P L E O A T 

C G P O T A P D T A 

E W O P I C A Y E T 

E T H I O P I A T O 

C V A F E S R L N P 

Answers: 

1. 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

Find these words: 

Potato           Repair   Climate 

Seed       Hope     Justice  

Ethiopia Joy   Love 
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HARVEST APPEAL: CHURCH AND GROUP DONATION FORM 
To be completed by the treasurer or All We Can co-ordinator. Please use BLOCK CAPITALS. 

Church/Circuit/Group:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 I enclose a cheque/CAF cheque payable to ‘All We Can’ for £__________ to be used where it is most needed. 

This gift is from (please tick as applicable): ❏a church collection ❏   church funds ❏   other fundraising  

Would you like a receipt? ❏ YES ❏ NO  By post/email (delete as applicable). 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact details:  

Title:_________________ First name:__________________________ Surname:_______________________________________________  

Contact address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________Postcode:___________________________________________  

Telephone:___________________________________  

If you would like to receive updates by email about our work and how you can donate to us,  

please tick here (you can unsubscribe at any time) ❏ Email:_______________________________________________________  

We promise to never sell or swap your details and you can change your preferences at any time. holds your 

details to thank you for your gift, process Gift Aid, to send you occasional updates about our work and how 

you can support us. If you would prefer not to receive these updates by post, please tick here ❏  

(You will still receive communications relevant to your church role.)  

 

Thank you! Return the form with your donation and any Gift Aid envelopes, including regular giving forms, to:  

All We Can, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR 

 020 7467 5132   info@allwecan.org.uk    allwecan.org.uk 

We promise to never sell or swap your details and you can change your preferences at any time. All We Can 
 

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691. 

If you are sending in Gift Aid envelopes and regular giving forms with your church donation,  

please check that: 

❏  the amount given is filled in on each envelope 

❏  each person has completed their full name and full address legibly 

❏  you only send All We Can Gift Aid envelopes and regular giving forms 

❏  you keep the Giving envelopes and forms (containing sensitive information) secure, and send 

them to All We Can as quickly as possible.  
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Partner Church Donation form 
 

To be completed by the treasurer or All We Can co-ordinator. Please use BLOCK CAPITALS. 

 Church/Circuit/Group:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 I enclose a cheque/CAF cheque payable to ‘All We Can’ for £____________ to be used where it is most needed. 

This gift is from (please tick as applicable): ❏ a church collection ❏   church funds ❏   other fundraising  

Would you like a receipt?  ❏ YES   ❏ NO   By post/email (delete as applicable). 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Contact details:  

Title:_________________ First name:__________________________ Surname:_______________________________________________  

Contact address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________Postcode:___________________________________________  

Telephone:___________________________________  

If you would like to receive updates by email about our work and how you can donate to us,  

please tick here (you can unsubscribe at any time) ❏ Email:_______________________________________________________  

We promise to never sell or swap your details and you can change your preferences at any time. All We Can 

holds your details to thank you for your gift, process Gift Aid, to send you occasional updates about our work 

and how you can support us. If you would prefer not to receive these updates by post, please tick here ❏  

(You will still receive communications relevant to your church role.) 

 

Thank you for being an All We Can Partner Church. Need more giving envelopes?   Number _________ 

Thank you! Return the form with your donation and any Gift Aid envelopes, including regular giving forms, to: 

All We Can, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR 

 020 7467 5132   info@allwecan.org.uk    allwecan.org.uk 

 

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691. 

 If you are sending in Gift Aid envelopes and regular giving forms with your church donation,  
please check that: 

❏  the amount given is filled in on each envelope 

❏  each person has completed their full name and full address legibly 

❏  you only send All We Can Gift Aid envelopes and regular giving forms 

❏  you keep the Giving envelopes and forms (containing sensitive information) secure,  

and send them to All We Can as quickly as possible.  
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