
A Radical Lent 
The Climate Story and Me: Small Actions, Big Impact

Children’s Resource



All We Can is an international development and emergency 
relief organisation. Focusing on those in greatest need, it is 
inspired by Christian principles, and is an integral part of the 
Methodist family.

This resource introduces the theme of our Lent focus – 
Radically Changing the Story. Using the stories of Jesus, we 
look at how they apply to our own lives and the climate crisis. 
How can we help radically change the story of the world as we 
face this crisis? 

You will meet members of the community in Cherkos, Ethiopia, 
who are facing the realities of the climate crisis. There are a 
bank of ideas for you to try out in response and learn how small 
actions can have a big impact. 

Order and download resources at
allwecan.org.uk/lent
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Small Actions, Big Impact
 
 Relax (5 mins): 

• What makes someone a good friend and why? 

 Look back (5 mins):  

• Reflect on the week.
• What has been the highlight/lowlight of your week? 

 Talk (15 mins): 

Matthew 13: 31-33 The parables of the mustard seed and yeast
• Read the passage.
• Give everyone a mustard seed to hold. 
• Why do you think Jesus used a seed this small to illustrate 

his story? 
• What do you think it tells us about the kingdom of heaven?
• How does this relate to your life?  
• What small actions can have a big impact (for good or bad) 

in the world? 
• What changes do you think we could be making to help 

tackle the climate crisis? 

 Pray (10 mins):

• Using a world map – draw out the places and issues the 
group want to focus their prayers on.

• Use https://www.allwecan.org.uk/where-we-work/ if you 
want to provide your children with some starting points 

• Using post-its or paper to pin up, encourage the group to 
write their prayers for the places they are most drawn to 
and place them on the world map.

 
The group leader can draw the prayers together: 

Lord of all creation,
We bring before you the places, people  
and issues which are on our hearts. 
Come Holy Spirit and move in these situations. 
We pray for our world and the climate crisis. 
Help us to be people of action and hope.
Lord, hear our prayer,
Amen 

 Dig (5 mins):

• Discuss the ways that young people are taking small 
actions to make a difference (School Climate strikes, 
Christian Climate action, Exctinction rebellion)

• Encourage them to remember that they may feel like  
a mustard seed but they have the potential to have a  
big impact 

Resources: World map, post-its/paper, pens, mustard seeds

  
There is a Fire
 
“If someone were to say there is no climate change, I could not 
accept this.”

 
If you are able to, watch the Lent appeal film 
allwecan.org.uk/radical

 
Urge lives in the village of Cherkos, Ethiopia with three 
generations of his family. For Urge, the impact of the 
climate crisis is first hand. His community and family are 
feeling the effects on a daily basis. Where they used to 
have two rainy seasons, they now only have one. This 
has meant they have a food gap to fill. Without enough 
food, some of his children have had to move away to earn 
money to send back to the family. 
 
All We Can and our local partner have been working to 
make a difference to the lives of Urge and his community. 
The small action of growing potatoes has meant that there is 
now a means of having food where they were experiencing 
a food gap. The potato farmers of Cherkos can grow enough 
to feed their families and hopefully sell any excess. That will 
have a big impact on the whole community. 
 
  Talk 

• How does Urge’s story make you feel?
• How will a small action have a big impact in Cherkos?
• How would you feel if you were in the same position 

as the community of Cherkos? 
• What could we do to make a difference to Urge’s 

community?

If you are able to extend your time together then perhaps 
try making bread. While the bread proves (the yeast gets 
to work) you could consider the things we are ‘waiting’ 
for in the world. Perhaps make a group list which can 
become your prayer focuses throughout Lent. For 
younger children, it could be a time to discuss their hopes 
for the world.  

Try this simple recipe from BBC Good Food 
bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/bread-four-easy-steps

Our Story:
Together

An Ethiopia  
Story



Pray for the world

Design and create an interactive prayer space 
about the climate crisis. Think about the different 
challenges we are facing, for example:  plastic in our 
oceans; carbon emissions; food waste. 

Invite the members of your community to experience 
your prayer space and be challenged to think about 
the small actions they can take to have a big impact. 

 
Speak up

As children, your voices are very important. As a 
group, write to people in positions of power who 
you want to do something about the climate crisis. 
You may start with your MP or the Environment 
Secretary. Draft a letter together and think about 
your concerns and hopes. 

Find the contact details and get writing! 
gov.uk/government/organisations 
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These are ideas for the group to explore as starting points for engaging with the climate crisis.  
Why not choose one as a group and let us know how you get on? We would love to see your 
photos and support you as you transform your communities and those around the world. 

Fundraising for All We Can

There are lots of ways you can join All We Can in 
tackling the climate crisis. 

Download a fundraising pack to gather some ideas

allwecan.org.uk/resources/fundraising-packs/

What would work in your community? How creative 
can you be? 

Create a community garden

Get growing! One way we can reduce our waste is to 
grow our own food. Could you plan a community garden 
and involve your church? What would you want to grow? 
Perhaps you could plan a presentation for the adults in your 
church to convince them to join you in creating a shared 
garden space. 
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Ideas for making a difference in your communities

Small Actions, Big Impact
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Title:  First Name:            Surname: 

Address:

              Postcode:

If you would like to receive updates by email about our work and how you can donate to us, please enter your email here (you can 

unsubscribe at any time). 

Email: 

 

Tel:      

Name of church/group:

Type of event:

We raised     £          for All We Can and:

  I enclose a cheque payable to All We Can or 

 I would like you to debit the following card (circle type):     Visa     Visa Debit     Maestro     MasterCard     Solo

Card number: 

Expiry date:               Valid from (Maestro):

Security code:          Issue number (Maestro):

[Please ensure that the card used is registered to the name and address provided above.] 

All We Can holds your details to thank you for your gift, process Gift Aid, to send you occasional updates about 
our work and how you can support us. If you would prefer not to receive these updates by post, please tick here 

We promise to never sell or swap your details and you can change your preferences at any time  
by contacting us using the details below.

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691.

Thank you for fundraising for All We Can. Please complete this form and send it with the money 
you raised to All We Can at the address below. Please also send any Gift Aid envelopes and regular 
giving forms you have collected. You can send a cheque or make a card payment. Donations will be 
used where they are most needed.

Donation form

All We Can, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR 

cell 020 7467 5132    email  info@allwecan.org.uk   desktop  allwecan.org.uk

LENT 2020


