
A Radical Lent 
The Climate Story and Me: Small Actions, Big Impact

Key Stages 1&2 resource



All We Can is an international development and emergency 
relief organisation. Focusing on those in greatest need, it is 
inspired by Christian principles, and is an integral part of the 
Methodist family.

This resource introduces the theme of our Lent focus – 
Radically Changing the Story. Using the stories of Jesus, we 
look at how they apply to our own lives and the climate crisis. 
How can we help radically change the story of the world as we 
face this crisis? 

You will meet members of the community in Cherkos, Ethiopia, 
who are facing the realities of the climate crisis. There are a 
bank of ideas for you to try out in response and learn how small 
actions can have a big impact. 

Order and download resources at
allwecan.org.uk/lent
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Assembly
 
20-25 mins

 
Welcome 

Hands up who is the tallest in their class? If appropriate, bring 
out one from each class to stand in a line. I’m going to give you 
something which is going to be much bigger than you. 

• Give each child a mustard seed. Ask them to show it to the 
school. Can you see it? 

Story focus 

• Jesus told a story about a mustard seed. 
• Read Matthew 13: 31-33 The parables of the mustard seed 

and yeast
• If you have a copy, read ‘The Marvelous Mustard seed’ 

by Amy-Jill Levine and Sandy Eisenberg Sasso (this is 
particularly suitable for your KS1 and lower KS2 children). 

• What is special about a mustard seed? 
• Draw out how small it is but how big it can grow. 
• Jesus told us this story to remind us that even in the 

smallest seed or person, there is enormous potential. 
Something that is really small can have a really big impact. 
Like you, like the mustard seed. 

• During Lent, All We Can have been encouraging people to 
think about the small ways they can have a big impact on 
the environment. 

• What small things do you do in your family/school/class to 
have an impact on the environment? Draw out the positive 
steps already happening (eg. recycling, reusable bottles, 
walking/cycling to school). 

 
Ethiopia Story 

If you are able to, watch the Lent appeal film 
allwecan.org.uk/radical 

Urge lives in the village of Cherkos, Ethiopia with three 
generations of his family. For Urge, the impact of the 
climate crisis is first hand. His community and family are 
feeling the effects on a daily basis. Where they used to 
have two rainy seasons, they now only have one. This 
has meant they have a food gap to fill. Without enough 
food, some of his children have had to move away to earn 
money to send back to the family. 

All We Can and our local partner have been working to 
make a difference to the lives of Urge and his community. 
The small action of growing potatoes has meant that 
there is now a means of having food where they were 
experiencing a food gap. The potato farmers of Cherkos can 
grow enough to feed their families and hopefully sell any 
excess. That will have a big impact on the whole community. 

Prayer 
 
Let us pray for Urge and ourselves.

Dear God, 

Thank you that you can use each one of us to make a 
difference in the world. 

We are sorry for the times when we haven’t looked after 
the world. 

Help us to look for ways to have a positive effect on  
our community. 

We pray for Urge and his family. We thank you for the 
potatoes which are providing food for him and his family 
and ask that they will be abundant. 

Amen. 

Resources: 

• Mustard seeds
• Lent film
• The Marvelous Mustard Seed by Amy-Jill Levine and Sandy 

Eisenberg Sasso

Extension (ideas for a longer assembly time): 
Follow up questions to the Lent appeal film:

• How does Urge’s story make you feel?
• How will a small action have a big impact in Cherkos?
• How would you feel if you were in the same position 

as the community of Cherkos? 
• What could we do to make a difference to Urge’s 

community? 
• Draw out ideas from the children of small actions 

they would like to try. You could create a school 
pledge for the ways you will begin taking action. 

 
Follow up questions to the story:

• Do you ever feel like the mustard seed? Do you feel 
so small that no one expects you to do very much?

• Part of the mustard seed story was that it needed 
to be planted and then there was a time of waiting. 
What big changes are we waiting for? What do you 
want the world to be like?
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Key stage 1 & 2 lesson plan

Lesson objectives: 
 
To understand how we affect the people and 
places around us

To understand how we have a responsibility to 
protect the environment

To explore how an individual can have a big 
impact on the world

Lesson outcomes: 

Pupils will reflect on the impact they can have on 
the people and environment around them

Pupils will be able to identify practical ways they 
can positively affect climate change

Pupils will collectively consider how they can 
make a difference to those effected by climate 
change

Curriculum links: PSHE
Duration: 50 mins
 
Programme of Study:
Interpersonal and Social Effectiveness
1. Empathy and compassion
Managing risk and decision-making
5. Identify links between values and beliefs, decisions and 
actions
 
Core Theme:
2. Relationships:
R2 to recognise that their behaviour can affect other people (KS1);
R7 how their actions affect themselves and others (KS2).

3. Living in the wider world:
1. about respect for self and others and the importance of 
responsible behaviours and actions;
5. about the importance of respecting and protecting the 
environment. 

L5. what improves and harms their local, natural and built 
environments and develop strategies and skills needed to 
care for these 
L7. They have different kinds of responsibilities, rights and 
duties at home, at school, in the community and towards 
the environment (KS2).

 
Resources: 

• Stone
• Bowl of water
• Image of Isayias and Belyu
• Ripple effect diagram
• Coloured pens/pencils
• Film of Isayias
• Film of Afroz Shah

Key Stage 1 & 2 Lesson plan
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Activity Content Time Resources

 

Starter 

 

Ask the children if they have ever been to a lake/river or played in a 

puddle. What happens when you drop a stone in a body of water? What 

do we call this? Elicit the response that this is called a ripple effect. 

Use a bowl of water and demonstrate it.    

 

Isn’t it interesting that one stone dropping into the water can cause such 

a big effect? Many circles. What would happen if we had an even bigger 

bowl? More circles? A wider impact.

 

 

5 minutes

 

 

Introduction

 

Whole class: 

Explain that today we are going to think about how we can be like these 

stones and have a wide impact on our community and beyond. 

Show the video of Isayias.  

allwecan.org.uk/isayias

Isayias began working for Adheno when he was a teenager and has been 

there for over ten years. He joined this organisation because he wanted 

to serve the poorest people in the rural communities in Ethiopia. As we 

saw in the film, Cherkos, in Ethiopia, has been affected by climate change. 

Isayias, as part of Adheno, alongside All We Can are working to help 

families have an income they can rely on and enough food to sustain them. 

Adheno are trying to help families in Cherkos to have enough food since 

the change in climate has meant there is a food shortage. They are helping 

to educate farmers and community members in how to grow potatoes 

which are not affected by the change in climate. What ways do you think 

we impact the climate which then affects the people in Cherkos? 

Discuss.

Isayias made a decision to help as a teenager. Being young didn’t prevent 

him from making a difference. We can think of him as the first stone 

being dropped. So what is the ripple effect? Who did he impact and how? 

Complete the first ripple of the ripple effect sheet for Isayias. This is Belyu 

(show image). 

Isayias is tackling the impact of climate change by choosing to work for an 

organisation supporting some of the most vulnerable people affected by 

it. What can we do? What difference can we make? Who are the people we 

can influence and have a ripple effect on?

Then think about practical ways you could help influence them to make a 

positive difference to climate change.

 

15 minutes
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Activity Content Time Resources

Main activity In pairs: Ask the children to complete a ripple effect chart for 

themselves. 

 

Discuss who is in your inner circle (family/close friends); next circle 

(wider community – school/place of worship/groups or clubs); widest 

circle (MP, faith leaders, local councillors).

 

Then think about practical ways you could help influence them to 

make a positive difference to climate change.

20 minutes

 

Plenary

 

Compile a class ripple effect as a challenge for what you can do as a 

collective. 

Remind them that they have the power to influence those around them. 

Like Isayias, they can make a decision to make a difference. Explain that 

you are going to show them a video of someone who had a ripple effect on 

their community and began doing something small to combat the massive 

impact of climate change. Watch the Afroz Shah video. 

youtube.com/watch?v=JtGsdiYdObQ

 

10 minutes

 

To end the lesson:

 

Ask each child to take a moment to think about the one thing they 

will do today/this week to make a difference to what is happening to 

our world. Share your idea with your partner and agree to encourage 

one another to carry out the actions you want to do.

Extension/further challenge: 

Either before or after the lesson, take a walk around your 
local area, identify the things which are good and the 
things which are perhaps not as they should be. What 
could we do to make a difference? Eg. litter picking, 
posters to encourage the community to recycle, plant 
green plants. 

As a class, could you plan an awareness day/fundraiser 
for All We Can for Earth Day on 22nd April?  Consider 
how you could have a ripple effect on your school, wider 
community and world. 
 
If you have time or would like to follow up:
Show the Belyu video allwecan.org.uk/belyu
Belyu has been a part of the Adheno programme and is 
now growing her own crop of potatoes (show image of 
Belyu with potatoes). This has then had a ripple effect on 
her children (family photo) as they have enough food to 
get them through the October to December food gap. 
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Create a community garden

Get growing! One way we can reduce our waste is to grow 
our own food. Could you plan a school garden and involve 
your local community? What would you want to grow? 
Perhaps you could plan a presentation for your Head 
Teacher to convince them to create a shared garden space. 

You can find some good ideas to get you started on the 
Royal Horticultural Society website 

schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/resources/info-sheet/setting-
up-a-school-garden 

Create a mustard seed display

Create a class display with all the small actions 
you are pledging to do. Think about how these 
small actions will have an impact on Urge and the 
community of Cherkos.

Ideas for making a difference in your communities

These are ideas for the pupils to explore as starting points for engaging with the climate crisis. 
Why not choose one as a class or school and let us know how you get on? We would love to see 
your photos and support you as you transform your communities and those around the world. 

Fundraising for All We Can

There are lots of ways you can join All We Can in 
tackling the climate crisis. 

Download a fundraising pack to gather some ideas

allwecan.org.uk/resources/fundraising-packs

What would work in your community? How creative 
can you be? 

Become an Eco-school

One way your community could make a difference is to look 
at how eco-friendly you are. 

As a class (or a school council project), research how 
to become an Eco-School. Gather your Eco-Committee 
together and begin the process. 

Become a Partner School

Contact us info@allwecan.org.uk to find out how to become a Partner School and all the exciting work we can do together.

Small Actions, Big Impact
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Title:  First Name:            Surname: 

Address:

              Postcode:

If you would like to receive updates by email about our work and how you can donate to us, please enter your email here (you can 

unsubscribe at any time). 

Email: 

 

Tel:      

Name of church/group:

Type of event:

We raised     £          for All We Can and:

  I enclose a cheque payable to All We Can or 

 I would like you to debit the following card (circle type):     Visa     Visa Debit     Maestro     MasterCard     Solo

Card number: 

Expiry date:               Valid from (Maestro):

Security code:          Issue number (Maestro):

[Please ensure that the card used is registered to the name and address provided above.] 

All We Can holds your details to thank you for your gift, process Gift Aid, to send you occasional updates about 
our work and how you can support us. If you would prefer not to receive these updates by post, please tick here 

We promise to never sell or swap your details and you can change your preferences at any time  
by contacting us using the details below.

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691.

Thank you for fundraising for All We Can. Please complete this form and send it with the money 
you raised to All We Can at the address below. Please also send any Gift Aid envelopes and regular 
giving forms you have collected. You can send a cheque or make a card payment. Donations will be 
used where they are most needed.

Donation form

All We Can, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR 

cell 020 7467 5132    email  info@allwecan.org.uk   desktop  allwecan.org.uk

LENT 2020
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