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Fikerte sits in the doorway of her homestead,  

cooking a potato dish for her family. 

An Adheno Field Officer delivers  

training to farmers in Cherkos 

A father’s struggle

As you will have read about in our previous 
update, Cherkos has been experiencing the 
devastating impact of a rapidly changing 
climate. Where just 30 years ago, farmers 
like Urge could produce enough crops to 
feed their families, now they are struggling 
to make ends meet. 

For Urge, this is a source of shame. ‘I am 
struggling’ he shares. ‘I am receiving support 
from the government...this cannot make 
me happy.’ Like others in Cherkos, Urge has 
been relying on food aid from the Ethiopian 
government to provide for his family. 
Although this aid is essential in helping his 
family survive, it saddens Urge to be reliant 
upon outside help.

‘Getting support from the government 
or from other people makes you not 
confident’ Urge explains. ‘If you try your 
best, if you produce and support your 
family, then you can be confident and 
happy.’ Your regular gifts are providing 
Urge with the tools and training he needs 
to produce a unique variety of potato, 
which is specifically adapted to the soils of 
Cherkos. This potato will feed his family 
when they might otherwise go hungry. 

This means that Urge can support his family 
with the fruits of his own labour, rather 
than with government aid. Your continued, 
committed support is helping Urge 
independently provide for his whole family.

Meet Urge – a hard-working, resilient father to six daughters, living in 
the rugged rural highlands of Cherkos, Ethiopia. Urge is quiet, measured, 
considered; and as a respected figure in his community, he works 
ceaselessly to provide a better future for his children. But his thoughtful 
exterior hides a world of inner turmoil. 

Image: Urge dreams of a life 
where he doesn’t need to rely 

on government support to 
make ends meet.

Your regular gift is vital to ensuring 
that the talented local organisations, 
which All We Can works with, can plan 
ahead and help more communities. 
One-off gifts are good for times of 
emergency, but regular giving is needed 
to help end poverty and change lives. 
Your faithful gifts are a key part of this 
transformation. 

Being a part of the All Together 
movement sends a powerful message – 
that communities are not alone in their 
struggle against poverty and injustice. 
It says that you are there, standing 
alongside them, working together to 
inspire lasting change. 

Thank you for standing 
shoulder to shoulder with 
those living in some of the 
world’s poorest communities. 



As a father to six daughters, Urge knows first-hand the difficulties facing girls and young 
women in Ethiopia today. While his three youngest daughters still live with their parents 
and grandmother at their homestead in Cherkos, his three eldest daughters have all left 
to work in Addis Ababa, or other local urban centres, as domestic workers. 

Women and girls in Ethiopia are disadvantaged when compared to their fathers, sons 
and husbands, and traditionally occupy a much lower status in society. Traditional beliefs 

A future for Ethiopia’s daughters
The importance of education  
 
Urge and his wife desperately hope that their three daughters 
who still live at home will not have to follow in the footsteps of 
their older sisters, and live life as domestic servants. They are 
passionate about seeing their daughters healthy and happy – and 
know that a good education is key to making this happen. 

‘Particularly, education is very important for girls. In fact, some 
people say that they are not as such active in education. But this is 
not true. Even with limited education, girls can earn better... they 
can be very productive.’ Urge 

With your support, Urge is now able to grow potatoes which are 
adapted to the soils and climate of Cherkos – providing a sustainable 
source of food for his family. When there is enough food to go around, 
young girls like Megertu will not have to spend as much time working 
as shepherdesses, or consider working in urban areas as housemaids 
in order to earn an income for their families. They can focus  
on their education, and all the many and varied  
opportunities that it brings with it.

and practices mean that women are often 
limited in what they can achieve, and remain 
restricted to the domestic sphere. For 
Urge’s three older daughters, leaving their 
family so that they can earn money in other 
people’s homes has put an abrupt stop to 
their education – limiting their potential 
and preventing them from accessing 
opportunities to learn, grow and thrive.

It is not only domestic work which can 
hold girls back from reaching their full 
potential. Megertu, Urge’s 16-year-old 
daughter who lives with him at home, 
often has to work as a shepherdess – a 
lonely and isolated job, where she must 
guard and feed cattle and sheep for her 
family and their neighbours. This is a 
common job for children as young as four 
or five in rural Ethiopia; reducing their 
time spent in school, or in the safety and 
comfort of their family home.

The problems facing women and girls in Ethiopia 

Image: Urge sits with his wife, mother and three daughters.

Image: Megertu studies in her home



Journey with Cherkos in your 

church community 

If you’ve enjoyed learning about Urge and his family, 
and the ways in which the community in Cherkos 
are working to overcome the devastating impact of 
changing climate – why not consider inviting your 
church to become an All We Can Partner Church? 
Until August 2020, All We Can Partner Churches 
across the country are journeying with the community 
in Cherkos, forming a meaningful relationship with 
people like Urge, Fikerte and their families.  
 
Find out more at allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch

Radically changing the story 

All We Can works around the world to enable people to see their 
potential fulfilled However, in places like Cherkos, the effects of climate 
change are already destroying livelihoods, damaging farmland and 
claiming lives. We know that in order to change this story, we are going to 
have to take radical action.

This Lent, journey with All We Can in a devotional resource that will help 
you reflect on how Jesus’ storytelling can motivate us to take that action. 
You will pray, read, reflect, learn, be challenged by the stories of others, 
share together and – most importantly – act. 

Please find a copy of this booklet enclosed. You can order more copies at 
allwecan.org.uk/lent

In remote rural communities like Cherkos, it is important 
for friends and neighbours to support each other. 
Urge and his wife spend meaningful time with their 
neighbours, helping to build community and sharing 
their lives – working, eating and praying together. 

To work together  
is love

Urge and his neighbours are always there to help each other. In 
fact, it was one of his neighbours who first introduced him to the 
idea of growing potatoes! Having seen his neighbour’s crops doing 
so well, he was encouraged to join All We Can’s local partner’s 
potato-growing pilot scheme. 

‘It is faster to work together, than alone’ Urge explains. ‘Working 
together is love.’

Just as Urge’s friends and neighbours work together to achieve 
change, you too are part of the movement which is pulling together 
to create real transformation – not just in Cherkos, but in other 
communities around the world. Thank you for standing shoulder to 
shoulder with families like Urge’s. 

Image: Urge and his wife work together in the fields
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Farmer’s fields lie close to the Shire river in Mulukwa, 
putting them at increased risk of devastating flooding. 


