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Fikerte sits in the doorway of her homestead,  

cooking a potato dish for her family. 

An Adheno Field Officer delivers  

training to farmers in Cherkos 

Standing together with  
the people of Cherkos 

As the All Together movement, we have 
been journeying since September with the 
community of Cherkos in rural Ethiopia. 
Life in Cherkos is deeply communal with 
several family members living, eating and 
sleeping in one or two rooms. There is no 
running water, nor indoor toilet. Their 
income is hand-to-mouth: making enough 
to buy soap is a challenge. Families also 
struggle with transport, meaning access 
to even basic healthcare can be difficult. 
Hopefully, Cherkos’ rural location may 
offer some protection from the worst of 
the Coronavirus; but all families will find it 
increasingly challenging to access the basics 
needed to grow and buy food. 

This is why your support is so vital to 
communities like Cherkos. With your 
support, All We Can is working in 
partnership with talented local people 
and organisations, to equip families and 
communities to prepare for and protect 
themselves against Coronavirus, and to 
rebuild in its aftermath.  

So while we must stay apart from one 
another physically, we can still come together 
as the All Together movement. In this update, 
you can join with our global neighbours, and 
pray and reflect on the strong bonds we have 
as a global community, which will help us all 
through these challenging times. 

These are deeply challenging and uncertain times. Just when we need the 
company and reassurance of loved ones most, we must separate to protect 
each other. But while we must physically stay apart, now more than ever, we 
must stand together in spirit.

Your regular gift is more vital than 
ever during this global crisis. With 
your committed support, All We 
Can is working with talented local 
organisations in some of the world’s 
poorest communities to help the most 
vulnerable as they face Coronavirus 
(COVID-19). 

Being a part of the All Together 
movement sends a powerful message – 
that communities are not alone in their 
struggle against poverty and injustice. 
It says that you are there, standing 
alongside them, working together to 
inspire lasting change. 

Thank you for standing 
shoulder to shoulder with 
those living in some of the 
world’s poorest communities. 

Image: Urge’s family, who 
you will have met in our last 

All Together update, prepare 
coffee together.



For 80 years, All We Can has been committed to standing alongside 
vulnerable communities in times of crisis – and now is no different. 
However, the Coronavirus pandemic poses a different kind of threat 
in that all of us, across the world, are facing it together. Aimee Nott, 
All We Can’s Communications and PR Manager, reflects on her trip 
to Cherkos in 2018, and speaks to ADHENO’s Project Coordinator 
Isayias Fikre about how Cherkos is facing this pandemic. 

The Coronavirus pandemic has touched every aspect of our lives 
here in the UK. As I sit here writing, I am intensely aware that all 
is not as it should be. For starters, I’m in the comfort of my own 
home, and not the All We Can office. I spend my days in video calls 
with colleagues, family and friends, trying to maintain a sense 
of normality as the world outside my front door transforms into 
something wholly unrecognisable from what it was just a few short 
months ago. 

If the world outside my front door has transformed beyond 
recognition, then what is life like for families like Fikerte’s, in 
Cherkos? I vividly remember her home – her warm welcome and her 
lovely family. But to access water, she must walk to the other side of 
her village. To sell the potatoes she grows, she relies on being able to 
access local markets – many of which are closing, or soon will.  And 
Cherkos itself is a very isolated community, 25 kilometres away from 
the the nearest town where medical help is available. 

Image: Isayias Fikre, ADHENO’s Project Coordinator

At the time of writing, Ethiopia has 133 confirmed cases and 3 
deaths. The country is currently in a state of emergency, to help 
authorities deal with the spread of the virus. But communities like 
Cherkos – already vulnerable, already facing incredible challenges 
at the hands of climate change – are feeling forgotten. ‘Rural 
communities were not addressed by the government,’ says Isayias, 
ADHENO’s Project Coordinator. ‘Villagers in Cherkos are facing a 
lack of food… so we at ADHENO are now preparing a response to 
the virus.’ 

I urge you to continue to hold the people of Cherkos – Fikerte, 
Urge, Belyu and their families and friends – in your prayers. 
All We Can will be continuing to support ADHENO, and all the 
talented local people we work with in Ethiopia and beyond, 
through our Emergency Coronavirus Appeal — and because of 
regular givers like you. We know that we will emerge from this 
crisis stronger, together. 

Facing this  
crisis together
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It begins with a bicycle 

Do you remember your first bicycle? Did it 
give you a sense of freedom and possibility?  
 
Here in the UK, bicycles might be most associated 
with sport and exercise — but in places like Uganda a 
bicycle can transform lives, making it easier to travel 
to school or transport goods to and from market. For 
the next twelve months, starting from September 
2020, we will be journeying with a community in 
Uganda and seeing how change begins with a bicycle.

Coronavirus global response

Thanks to your support, All We Can is able to continue supporting 
communities like Cherkos during this global pandemic — and also provide 
emergency relief to at-risk communities. We are providing vital community 
healthcare education and hygiene equipment to Rohingya refugees living in 
the camps of Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh; in Cameroon, internally displaced 
families are being provided with vital hand sanitiser to help protect 
themselves from the virus; and in Uganda, families who have no means 
of accessing markets following the banning of public transport by the 
Ugandan government are being lent regularly sanitised bicycles.

To find out more visit: allwecan.org.uk/globalresponse 

You can join together with others in All Together and 
across the All We Can movement in a number of ways, 
as we continue to support communities like Cherkos 
through this global crisis. 

All the ways we can hold together 

All We Can is launching a new series of positive and 
encouraging daily videos you can watch and join in with 
from the comfort of your home. Visit Facebook.com/
allwecanuk and like our page to join together with us.

Sign up to receive All We Can’s emails and stay connected 
to the global communities that your support is helping.  
To sign up visit: allwecan.org.uk/enews

While the doors to our churches are closed, we can still 
come together in faith and in the power of prayer. If you 
would like to pray for Cherkos and for others in the All 
Together movement, you can use this prayer:

A prayer for togetherness 

In the isolation,
Bring togetherness, O God.
In the loneliness,
Bring friendship, O God.
In the grief,
Bring comfort, O God.
In the despair,
Bring hope, O God.
Amongst all the death, destruction, disruption and fear that 
accompanies a global pandemic, O God, come by your Spirit.

In these strange and challenging times for our world,
We pray to you, God of all grace,
Knowing that in you all things hold together.
May we find ways to hold together with our neighbours – 
local and global – this day and in the days to come.
Through Christ our Lord we pray,
Amen.
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Farmer’s fields lie close to the Shire river in Mulukwa, 
putting them at increased risk of devastating flooding. 


