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Emergency Coronavirus Appeal   
All We Can and the Methodist Church 

A big thank you to Isle of Man Methodist District for your support for our Emergency 

Coronavirus Appeal.  In these challenging times for our world, it is more important 

than ever that we find ways to hold together and we are grateful for your request for 

these resources and the opportunity to work together to support some of the most 

vulnerable communities in the world at the moment.  

Can you imagine having to face coronavirus without access to running water and 

soap? In cramped and unhygienic conditions, where social distancing simply isn’t 

possible? 

This is the reality facing people living in some of the world’s poorest communities 

right now. All We Can and the Methodist Church in Britain have launched an 

Emergency Coronavirus Appeal, to help equip vulnerable communities across the 

globe to combat coronavirus (Covid-19). We are delighted that the Isle of Man has 

been clear of cases for a number of weeks, and are grateful that you have chosen this 

time to stand together with parts of our world that may still have to face the worst of 

this virus. 

These resources will give you an outline of the impact that All We Can’s response to 

coronavirus is already having in some of the world’s poorest communities, 

demonstrate how your support will make a difference for people in vulnerable 

situations, and offer an encouragement to hold together with our global neighbours.  

You may wish to use some of the worship ideas as part of your service and share some 

of the stories of change from around the world.  

Thank you for your support and every blessing to you all at this time, from all of us at 

All We Can.  

 

You can support the Emergency Coronavirus Appeal online at allwecan.org.uk/isleofmancircuit 
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Case Study – Refugee Camps – Cox’s Bazar 

Since its origins over 80 years ago, helping young Jewish 

boys forced to flee annexed Austria during the 1930s, All 

We Can has been committed to supporting refugees. For the 

past few years, All We Can has been working in both Syrian 

Refugee Camps in Jordan and the Rohingya Refugee Camps 

in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. Even in the midst of a global 

pandemic, despite the challenges presented, our work with 

refugees has not stopped – rather, it has adapted. Our 

partners in both countries are finding new ways of working to            All We Can has established isolation    

help protect and support the refugee communities we serve.  units in the camps in Cox’s Bazar 

In May 2020, the World Health Organisation confirmed the first case of coronavirus in the refugee 

camps, raising fears of rapid spread of the virus through the camps. This led to all non-essential work 

being paused. Due to a ban put in place by the government in September 2019, there is a lack of internet 

in the camps, which has created additional challenges with regards to accurately communicating 

information about coronavirus. All We Can has supported community messaging about coronavirus 

across the Kutupalong camp, focusing on the handwashing practices and importance of social distancing 

to prevent the spread of the virus. As part of a wider health sector initiative, All We Can has supported 

the establishment of temporary isolation centres, across five sites in the camp, where 1,000 isolation 

beds have been set up, for the isolation and treatment of COVID-19 positive patients.  Our partner has 

also carried out coronavirus training for healthcare staff and volunteers, focusing on identifying the 

symptoms, prevention and controlling the spread of the virus. 

Before the pandemic in Za’atari Refugee Camp, we were supporting Syrian refugees by helping provide 

them with opportunities to learn new livelihood skills, such as sewing classes for men and women, 

beauty/barber classes for women, and incentive based volunteering opportunities. We were also 

helping provide valuable opportunities for children to learn, grow, and heal from the trauma they 

witnessed when fleeing their homes in Syria, through the provision of psychosocial support, education 

and relaxation opportunities such as Zumba classes, English classes for youth and adults, and activities 

for children aged 3-5 to include games and puppet storytelling. 

In March, the Jordanian government implemented a strict curfew. The curfew meant our partner was 

not able to access the camp, as only health organisations were permitted to enter. All We Can’s partner 

in Jordan, who were mainly used to face-to-face community work have been adapting to new ways of 

operating. The sewing class is now being taught through Whatsapp, allowing the teachers to 

communicate with those taking part regularly, providing feedback and allowing the sharing of images. 

Parents have also received support online to provide educational activities for their children. These 

programmes have been adapted to the best degree possible, with considerable positive feedback 

received from all beneficiaries – however, there are still challenges in moving to online support as the 

camps have poor signal, and not everyone can access smartphones. 

Recently, the lockdown in Jordan has started to lift – but there are still strict restrictions in place for the 

Za’atari Refugee camp. There is only one distribution of hygiene items allowed per month, whilst food 

distributions have been taking place on a daily basis. In the next distribution, our partner is preparing to 

assist in providing hygiene kits (containing 2 soap bars, bleach, sanitiser and laundry soap) to 

approximately 15,000 households. As the situation progresses, we are working together to better 

understand the needs of the refugees we are supporting, so that we can continue to provide long-term 

sustainable and relevant support. 

Blog by Roxanne Bainbridge 
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A story from Uganda 

Today, you and your church can help vulnerable communities across the globe to 

combat Coronavirus. 

Standing alongside people in their time of need has always been at the heart of All We Can’s 

work, and your ongoing support means that together we can help strengthen and equip 

communities around the world, as they deal with the impact of coronavirus. The pandemic has 

affected communities in a myriad of different ways – and so, in each situation, our response is 

adapted to best suit the needs of the particular communities we are serving. We need your help 

to ensure that support is able to reach those in greatest need, for the duration of this crisis. 

In countries like Uganda, it is not only the virus that poses a 

threat. The lockdown conditions have made life for those on the 

margins of society yet more challenging. In particular, a ban on 

public transport has made it very difficult for those living in rural 

communities to access essential basic services such as healthcare 

centres, or to travel to market to sell crops and buy food for their 

families.  

Imagine being pregnant and feeling the first pains of labour – but 

having no way of getting to a doctor or midwife, besides a 

gruelling walk along dusty, dangerous roads. This is the situation 

Kwagala found herself in. Thankfully, her story has a happy 

ending – because thanks to supporters like you, she had access to 

a community bicycle to transport her safely to the medical centre 

where she delivered a healthy baby.  

There are many other families like Kwagala’s, who have been 

reliant on public transport, and have faced incredible difficulty 

accessing basic services. A sanitised community bicycle is a 

lifeline for these families - and your support could mean more 

bicycles for communities in need.  

 

Your gift of £430 can 

help provide 10 bicycle 

repair and sanitisation 

kits, enabling families 

like Kwagala’s to access 

bicycles in their time of 

need. 
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‘In Christ, all things hold together.’ Colossians 1:17 
Some ideas for worship – supporting the Emergency Coronavirus Appeal 

Visit allwecan.org.uk/isleofmancircuit to make a contribution to All We Can’s work, and to watch a 

short video from the All We Can team. 

Please use anything from within these resources to help to support an act of worship, small group 

meeting or presentation about All We Can’s work. 

Opening prayers  

Let us pray. 

Father, Son, Holy Spirit,  

Cleanse our hearts, still our impatient minds, 

Pour your Spirit of hope, to us this day, 

Shine your light into the darkness, 

Bring us hope, we pray. 

Lord guide us, protect us, and watch over us. 

And in a few short moments, we think of those 

in our church family who maybe cannot 

connect in right now, or perhaps those who 

face their own health struggles and battles. 

Pause to pray. 

We bring these, and all our prayers, in Jesus’ 

name. 

Amen. 

Update about All We Can and the 

Methodist Church’s Emergency 

Coronavirus Appeal  

You might like to use this PowerPoint to help 

update congregations about the impact of 

coronavirus in some of the world’s poorest 

communities, and how All We Can’s work in 

these areas is already making a difference. 

(Slides 2-3) For example, All We Can has been 

enabling work with people living in the refugee 

camps in Jordan and in Bangladesh. A 1,000-

bed isolation unit has been set up to help triage, 

test and isolate any potential Covid-19 carriers, 

and therefore save lives in the camp. 

(Slide 4) In Ethiopia, the secondary affects of 

the virus and of economic shutdown have 

meant access to basic food and hygiene 

materials has been badly affected. 300 kits 

have been distributed to help children living 

with disabilities in rural Ethiopia. 

(Slides 5-6) In India, a mass communication plan 

has helped to spread helpful and accurate 

information about the virus and how to prevent 

its spread – countering some of the 

misinformation that has been rife around some 

of the science and possible prevention 

techniques. 22,000 rural community members 

have been reached by broadcasting messages 

through loudspeakers.  In addition, essential 

soap, antibacterial spray and face masks have 

been delivered to 2,000 families in India.  

(Slide 7-9) In Uganda, the lockdown has meant a 

ban on public transport, leaving many rural 

communities isolated and unable to access 

essential services, like healthcare for pregnant 

women. The provision of bicycles, alongside 

sanitation and repair kits to enable these bikes 

to be regularly cleaned down and re-used by 

other members of the community (each 

according to their need), has helped 800 people 

access essential services (see full story above). 

In addition, emergency food relief and hygiene 

kits have been distributed to support 4,000 

people.  

These are just the headlines from All We Can’s 

response to coronavirus. The work is varied 

and urgent, as we find ways to response to the 

multiple effects of the virus. Behind each of the 

numbers cited in this update are real human 

stories – people battling to make sense of what 

their lives look like now. We want to stand with 

them in their time of need, to hold together in 

Christ. 

Will you join us as we pray, give and save lives 

around the world? 

You might like to give people chance to offer their 

prayers for the world at this time, and any 

particular stories they wish to bring in prayer. 

Reading:  
Colossians 1:15-17 

https://www.allwecan.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/IsleOfMan-EmergencyCoronavirusAppeal.pptx
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Reflection / sermon notes 
Written by Tim Baker, Churches and Volunteers 

Manager at All We Can 

For me, hope is at the heart of the Christian 

gospel. For one simple reason, because hope is 

what makes change possible. Hope is what 

connects where we are now, with where we 

would like to be. And often, those places can 

seem far apart, can’t they? 

We know where we are in the world, and we 

know that much is wrong with the world, and 

we have fallen short of the glory of God. There 

is poverty, there is injustice, there is racial 

inequality and there is so much that we wish 

was different.  

And yet, we can maybe begin to imagine a 

different kind of world – we can picture a world 

in which there might be peace, and grace, and in 

which there might not be poverty, and in which 

all people might be treated as equals, no matter 

where they have been born, or the colour of 

their skin. We can imagine that world, but 

actually the bridge between where we are now, 

and where we’d like to be seems huge.  

How are we going to bridge that gulf? For me, 

that bridge is hope.  

In hope we can keep journeying, even though 

it’s a long way, we keep trying. It seems a long 

way for us to end poverty, but I’m committed to 

that journey, and I’m committed to making 

another little step today, and maybe trying for 

another one tomorrow, and maybe if a whole 

movement of people get behind that action – 

we can see that world come about.  

Hope starts small, but leads to change. 

And maybe it’s this hope that makes that 

change possible. Change begins when we hope. 

Change begins when we put our hope in a 

different kind of future. It links our day-to-day 

action with an ultimate end goal. 

During this lockdown period for us at All We 

Can, our hope has been in community, and in 

holding together. Maybe you have joined us at 

some point at 1:17pm as we have gathered on 

our social media channels (Facebook, Twitter, 

YouTube), but also as we’ve invited people to 

pray – whether they are able to join us online or 

not. In those times, we have drawn inspiration 

from that reading that we just heard from Paul 

in Colossians, where he writes that, ‘In Christ, 

all things hold together’. 

In this verse, Paul takes us one step further 

than John who, in John 1, paints a picture of the 

Word and tells us that ‘all things came into 

being through him’. Then Paul says – ‘and they 

are still holding together through him’.  

And, in these two moments, from these two 

great thinkers of the early church – the writer 

of the Fourth Gospel and the writer of so much 

of the New Testament – we are presented with 

this ‘Christ’, who is no longer just a man who 

walked around in Palestine. He is no longer 

even a man who walked around in Palestine, 

who died and was raised from the dead.  

He’s also, somehow, part of the very Godhead. 

Christ is no longer tied to a moment in history, 

but is holding all things together, throughout all 

time: from the very beginning, to right now, and 

on into the future.  

And so, our bridge, between where we are now, 

and where we’d really like to be, is Christ. Our 

hope is in this cosmic Christ, who somehow, 

mysteriously, holds all things together. So even 

as the forces of this world, the effects of 

coronavirus, our own greed and selfishness, 

corrupt governments and businesses seek to 

divide the world… Christ is holding us together.  

In Christ all things together. In Christ, who is 

alongside us, whenever we seek justice, 

whenever we seek to end poverty, whenever 

we seek to spread love, or build peace. Our 

hope, our holding together, starts small, but 

takes us on a journey towards change.  

Can we put our hope in the Lord today? Can we 

put our hope in the Christ who holds all things 

together? If we can do so, if we can hope for a 

better world, perhaps we can see change 

beginning to happen. 

We can see change beginning as we pray 

together. 

We can see change beginning when people give 

(and we’ve already talked about the amazing 

impact of the Emergency Coronavirus Appeal).   
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We can see change happening as we save lives. 

As we build a bridge between where we are 

now and where we want to be. 

We put our hope in Christ, and in Christ alone.  

Let us pray. 

Living God, we are a hopeful people and we 

come to you today, seeking hope again.  We 

come offering ourselves, just as we are, 

knowing that there is much work to do. And, as 

we are invited to hold together, in you and 

through you, may you give us the strength to 

bridge the gap, to reach out across where we 

are now and where we wish to be. 

To build a better world, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

A prayer for the world 

Gracious God, we offer our prayers for all the 

leaders in our society and nations, who must 

seek the wisest path, when every choice seems 

uncertain, unknown and imperfect. 

May you give them the courage they need to 

take difficult decisions, 

The grace to consider those in their care, 

And the compassion to reach out to the most 

vulnerable in society. 

Into all the darkness, come, Light of the World. 

Gracious God, we pray for all who are feeling 

the symptoms of Coronavirus today. 

For all who carry those symptoms with anxiety 

about their future, for all of us who are worried 

about how this will work itself out. 

We offer to you in prayer all who are trying to 

treat, ease the effects of or tackle the causes of 

the virus – doctors, nurses, chemists, scientists 

and researchers. 

Into all the darkness, come, Light of the World. 

Gracious God, we pray for people all over the 

world whose cause or situation is now more 

likely to be overlooked, because attention and 

resources are turned towards fighting 

coronavirus. 

We pray for all living in poverty, recovering 

from humanitarian crises or living as refugees 

and forced migrants. All who fear for their 

future. We give you thanks for the work of 

organisations like All We Can, which continues 

despite the impact of the virus, and for all who 

continue to seek justice in your world. 

Into the darkness, come, Light of the World. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen. 

Some suggestions for hymns: 

STF 548 – Blessed Assurance 

STF 693 – Beauty for Brokenness 

STF 716 – There are no strangers to God’s love 

STF 662 – Have you heard God’s voice, has 

your heart been stirred? 

STF 699 – God of Justice 

STF 503 – Love Divine

Thank you for choosing to support our Emergency Coronavirus Appeal. You can also make a 

donation online or commit to making a regular gift through your personalised circuit giving page: 

allwecan.org.uk/isleofmancircuit 

 

allwecan.org.uk/isleofmancircuit 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/isleofmancircuit

