
Summer 2020 Update

Change happens when  
we all work together 



All We Can Partner Churches are a vital part of the All We Can movement 
– as we’ve discovered on our journey of partnership already, and as we’ve 
learned more about the community of Cherkos in Ethiopia this year, change 
happens when we all work together.
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Belyu and her children are just one of the 
many families who have been growing 
potatoes over the past year. In her childhood, 
Belyu remembers two rainy seasons – enough 
to grow food for all to eat. Just 30 years later, 
there is now only one rainy season. The land 

As the impact of Coronavirus continues to 
affect our way of life and the ways that our 
churches are meeting, we also recognise 
that it has had an impact on tackling poverty 
and the lives of people in some of the world’s 
poorest communities.

In times of global crisis, standing together 
in partnership is more important than ever. 
We are grateful for your ongoing support – 
together we are working with talented local 
organisations in some of the world’s poorest 

communities to help those most vulnerable 
to the effects of Coronavirus. You can find 
out more about that in this update.

In light of the ongoing pandemic, our Partner 
Church update looks similar to the previous 
one – making it easier for you to share online 
and with people who do not normally receive 
these updates – perhaps by email or by posting 
it on. That way, these stories of partnership 
and encouragement continue to find their way 
into your congregations and communities.

Standing                          in spirit  
with the people of Cherkos
Over the past year, you have journeyed with families from the village 
of Cherkos, in a beautiful and remote but climate-affected region of 
central Ethiopia. You have stood with them through thick and thin, 
as they learned to use climate adapted potatoes to help feed their 
families. Your steadfast commitment has helped bring hope during 
these uncertain times. 

is often too wet or too dry; the right growing 
conditions are hard to come by. Belyu’s land is 
very small, and in the dry and rocky soil of the 
central Ethiopian highlands where she lives, 
having the potatoes, a reliable crop which can 
plug the hunger gap, has been a lifeline.

Image: Belyu sits in her field in Cherkos Cover Image: : Belyu’s children  
Top image: Belyu stands in front of her home with her children in Cherkos



Page 4 Image: Even during this pandemic, potatoes have helped Lamrot’s father to provide for her and her siblings.

Facing  
this crisis

together

During coronavirus, your support has helped provide 
emergency food supplies to more than 3,300 people 
in Ethiopia, as pandemic-induced price rises have 
taken their toll. This includes:

and extend their thanks and warmest 
wishes to you. You have helped to 
provide them with emergency food 
supplies. Even before coronavirus, 
our economy here in Ethiopia was 
struggling. When the pandemic 
arrived, prices skyrocketed – and so 
these relief packages have helped 
keep food on the table for some of 
the most vulnerable families. 
 
We know there is a way forward. 
By standing alongside our friends like 

you, we can adapt, and face a better 

future. We plan on introducing 
animal husbandry – like dairy farming 

and bee keeping - to communities 
in Cherkos, so that there are 
opportunities for families like those 
you have walked alongside over the 
past year to earn an income, despite 

climate change. 
 
Thank you for helping make this 
possible. 
 
With thanks,  

Abebe Lemma Gebrewolde Abebe Lemma Gebrewolde 
Executive Director of Adheno 

My dear friends,My dear friends, 
 
Thank you for your continued 

compassion and support for the people 

of Cherkos, and beyond, through this 

pandemic. It is with a heavy heart 

that I must share with you how difficult 

this period has been for Fikerte, 

Urge, Belyu, and everyone else that 

you have met in this community. 

 
The climate has not been kind. 

Cherkos faced harsh frosts earlier 

this year, and crops were not able 

to grow as well as they should have 

done. The ongoing pandemic has made 

it more difficult for people to travel. 

Employment opportunities in the town 

closest to Cherkos are few and far 

between. Many children have left big 

cities like Addis Ababa, Ethiopia’s capital, 

where they were earning wages , 

and returned to Cherkos to avoid the 

threat of the virus. This has placed 

an additional burden on families - more 

mouths to feed during an incredibly 

tough time. 
 
Despite these difficulties, the 

community in Cherkos remain resilient, 

vulnerable mothers 
struggling to feed their 
malnourished children, 

children with  
disabilities who are often 

shunned by society

communities like Cherkos 
struggling to navigate a 

rapidly changing climate. 

Your support has truly helped to save lives. 
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You may want to use these ideas as part of  
your service whether online or in person. It may 
be more suitable for a small group or prayer 
group setting.  You may prefer to expand on the 
idea of God’s presence in all aspects of our lives 
and beyond, and base your Sunday service on 
this passage.
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For the community of Cherkos, with whom we 

have journeyed throughout this year, we know 

that a poor harvest and the effects of coronavirus 

have caused much challenge and pain for them. 

We continue to pray for that community: for 

the glimmers of hope which emerge from the 

potatoes you helped to plant, for the signs that 

God is at work and will be at work in the future. 

Take a moment to silently name the places, the 

people, the parts of your life right now that you 

can see God at work in or would like to see God 

at work in.  

Let us pray:

Lord Jesus, 

You are with us. 

We offer you the parts of our lives which lay 

heavy on our hearts. 

We offer you the parts of our lives inwhich we 

desire to see you at work. 

We offer you the parts of our lives that have been 

a blessing to us. 

We pray for the community of Cherkos,

May there be fresh signs that you are present and 

at work there.  Amen.  

Who is to come

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; 

believe also in me.  My Father’s house has many rooms; 

if that were not so, would I have told you that I am 

going there to prepare a place for you?’ John 14: 1-2

This is a time to look forward and think about 

the future. You may want to extend this into your 

intercessions for your local and global community. 

Jesus promises to return and take us to be  

with him. 

• What do you hope the world will look like in 

the future? What are the areas we want to pray 

for in our community and the wider world? 

Bible reading:  ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says 

the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is to 

come, the Almighty.’ Revelation 1: 8

The Alpha and the Omega: Use this space to 

share testimonies about the beginnings of people’s 

journeys of faith and where they hope that journey 

might take them. If meeting in person then you 

may use this as a space for an individual to share 

about their own testimony of faith to limit talking 

in the service or as a period of quiet reflection. 

• When did you first encounter Jesus?  What’s 

your story of faith? Where would you like your 

story to end? 

Let us pray:  

Lord, you are the Alpha and Omega.

There at the beginning and with us for eternity. 

Thank you for never leaving us,

For never changing,

And for walking with us every step of our journey 

with you. Amen. 

Who was: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God.’ John 1: 1

 

Use this space for quiet reflection. If it is suitable, 

encourage people to share.  

materials

• Looking back on your life, where have you seen 

God at work? Where in the past is the clearest 

example of when God was present with you? 

Let us pray: 

Almighty God,

We thank you for being with us always

We thank you that in our struggles, 

In our successes,

In the everyday of life,

You have been there with us. Amen. 

 

Who is

‘For where two or three gather in my name, there 

am I with them.’ Matthew 18: 20

The passage from Revelation, ‘I am the Alpha 

and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who 

is, and who was, and who is to come, the 

Almighty,’ is a timely reminder. The God who 

was there in the beginning will be the same 

at the end. The God who we encountered at 

the start of our journey of faith remains the 

same today and tomorrow. And we can be 

encouraged that God is present with us today. 

As we gather, we remember Jesus’ promise: 

‘Where two or three gather in my name, there 

am I with them.’ 

• Take some time to name and share the areas and 

issues which you would like to pray for. 

Let us pray:

Heavenly Father,

We long for the day when there is no more pain,

No more tears,

Where the world is free from conflict and inequality. 

We ask that you help us to be 

 salt and light in the world. 

We commit ourselves to seeking  

your kingdom here on earth,

As we wait Jesus to return. Amen. 

Worship

As we say goodbye to our friends in Cherkos, 

we’re excited to announce that your next All 

Together Update will be bringing you stories of 

joy, hope and transformation from Uganda!

You’ll get to meet girls like Nawalat, pictured 

above. For Nawalat, every day can be a 

challenge. She dreams of becoming a nurse – 

but her journey to school is long and difficult, 

and as the eldest child, she must help her 

widowed mother and younger siblings at home.

But young girls like Nawalat have the potential 

they need to break the cycle of poverty. 

Through your support, FABIO, one of the local 

partners All We Can works with in Uganda, 

has helped her to access a bicycle – and now, 

she can take her future into her own hands. 

Download or order free worship resources for 

a harvest festival, small groups, schools and 

much more here: allwecan.org.uk/cycle

http://allwecan.org.uk/cycle


Emergency Coronavirus  
Appeal Update

During these difficult times, we’ve been 
amazed by the love and support that has 
been shown to All We Can’s Emergency 
Coronavirus Appeal. From India, where 
you’ve helped provide vital sanitary 
supplies to more than 2,000 households, to 
Cameroon, where more than 20,000 people 
have been reached through health, hygiene 
and awareness raising activities, your 
generosity has helped communities stand 
firm as they combat this pandemic. To find 
out more about the impact you’ve helped 
make through this appeal, visit  
allwecan.org.uk/globalresponse 

Leaving a gift of enduring love 

Did you know that one in four of All We 
Can’s projects are funded by gifts in Wills? 

Your Will is an opportunity to give the gift 
of enduring love. A gift in your Will to All 
We Can is a gift which can help end hunger, 
enable access to education, bring clean 
water and ensure sustainable livelihoods for 
people living in some of the world’s poorest 
communities. For more information about 
leaving a gift in your Will, visit  
allwecan.org.uk/legacy

allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch

facebook instagram twitter @allwecanuk   
020 7467 5132 
info@allwecan.org.uk

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development 
Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691. 
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