
Autumn 2020 Update

Welcome to Butagaya 



All We Can Partner Churches are a vital part of the All We Can movement 
– as we’ve discovered on our journey of partnership already, and in this next 
year (2020/21) we will be journeying with a community called Butagaya in 
Uganda. We are excited to be introducing you to some of the people living in 
that community in this update, and if you haven’t yet had a service using our 
Change Begins With a Bicycle materials – then can I encourage you to have a 
look at those: allwecan.org.uk/cycle
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Nawalat is a teenager living in Butagaya, Uganda. 

She dreams of becoming a nurse, and helping her 

community when she is older – and works hard 

every day to achieve this dream. But sadly, she and 

her family must grapple with the daily challenges 

of poverty. They often struggle to make ends meet 

– and so her dream feels out of reach. 

Although Uganda has made significant strides 

toward reducing poverty in recent years, life 

in rural communities, like Butagaya, remains 

incredibly tough. Nawalat’s day begins in the early 

hours of the morning, around 5am – cooking, 

cleaning and sweeping her homestead, all before 

she sets out on the long and dangerous two-hour 

trek to school before the sun has even risen. As a 

girl, Nawalat’s journey also put her at risk – walking 

very early in the morning and in the evening after 

dark, makes her vulnerable to assault, or worse. 

She would often arrive to school late and be turned 

away from class, missing out on an education.

In times of global crisis, standing together in 

partnership is more important than ever. We are 

grateful for your ongoing support – together we 

are working with talented local organisations 

in some of the world’s poorest communities 

to help those most vulnerable to the effects of 

Coronavirus. You can find out more about that in 

this update. 

In light of the current situation, our Partner 

Church update has continued to be more suited 

to online sharing than to displaying  

in churches. We encourage you to share this 

material with people who do not normally 

receive these updates – perhaps by email 

or by posting it on social media sites or your 

church website. You may also wish to print it 

out and send a copy to those who are ‘offline’.  

That way, these stories of partnership and 

encouragement continue to find their way into 

your congregations and communities.

Nawalat’s                      
 
for a brighter  
future

Over the past year, you have journeyed with families from the village of 
Cherkos, in a beautiful and remote but climate-affected region of central 
Ethiopia. You have stood with them through thick and thin, as they learned 
to use climate adapted potatoes to help feed their families. Your steadfast 
commitment has helped bring hope during these uncertain times. 

Access to a good education is vital in helping 

children like Nawalat to break free from the 

constraints of poverty. Thanks to your support 

and All We Can’s local partner, FABIO, Nawalat 

has been able to access a bicycle – and now, she 

can reach school quickly and safely, while still 

making time to help around the home.

Nawalat is already seeing changes in her life, 

thanks to her bicycle.

 ‘I feel good, because with the bike  
I am able to reach school in time’ 

With education made more accessible, 

Nawalat can journey forward into a future full 

of possibility. Your regular support, standing 

together with vulnerable communities, has made 

this transformation possible for Nawalat – and 

many other children just like her. 

Image: : Nawalat and her Mum

Cover Image: Nawalat on her bike  
Top image: The community of Butagaya
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Meet the bicycle heroes 
– FABIO

FABIO (First African Bicycle Information 

Organisation) are the local organisation All We Can 

is working with to help bring social and economic 

transformation through bicycles. FABIO champion 

the bicycle as a sustainable, inclusive tool for 

development – one with the potential to help entire 

communities thrive. They are so passionate about 

bicycles, in fact, that their Executive Director Najjiba 

Katesi (pictured) is affectionately known as ‘the 

bicycle lady’ in the local community.

FABIO work closely with local communities like 

Butagaya, ensuring that all their projects and 

programmes are driven by those they seek to serve. 

All We Can work alongside FABIO to help more girls 

like Nawalat access school, and fulfil their Godgiven 

potential.

Speaking about the cycle to school project, Katesi said

‘The objective of this project is to ensure 
attendance of girl children in school…
because these are the vulnerable students 
that have benefitted from our project. We 
want them to perform better, we want them 
to remain in school, we want them to help 
their families.’

You are journeying forward into a future full of hope together 
with Nawalat, Beth, Betty, Moses and their families.

Thank you for standing together in love, solidarity and support,  
so that the cycle of poverty can be broken.



Turn the Ordinary into  
the Extraordinary
You may want to use these ideas as part of your 

service whether online or in person. It may be more 

suitable for a small group or prayer group setting. You 

can download or order the full Change Begins with a 

Bicycle service at allwecan.org/cycle
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Leader: Heavenly Father,

Education 

We pray for the students and teachers  

in our communities. 

We bring before you the children  

who will be able to access education  

because of the extraordinary gift of a bike. 

 

Leader: Lord of transformation, 

All: Turn the ordinary into the extraordinary

Income (breaking the cycle of poverty) 

We pray for those who are living in poverty 

in our midst.  

We pray that the work of All We Can and their 

partners would break the cycle of poverty in 

Uganda and bring change. 

 

Lord of transformation, 

Turn the ordinary into the extraordinary

Potential fulfilled 

Help us all to fulfil our God-given potential.  

May these bikes be a starting point for children  

to live life to the maximum and 

see their hopes and dreams become a reality. 

 

Lord of transformation, 

Turn the ordinary into the extraordinary

Steering our country (government) 

We pray for our heads of government  

and those in positions of power. 

We ask for them to be motivated  

to eradicate injustice and inequality. 

 

Lord of transformation, 

Turn the ordinary into the extraordinary

Bible reading:  
John 6: 1-15

Songs: 

O Lord, my God, when I in Awesome Wonder  

(Singing the Faith 82)

You can find a version from Swanbank Methodist 

Worship Band at: vimeo.com/438728107

Reflection: 

The feeding of the five thousand is one of those 

Bible stories which feels like putting on a well-

worn coat. We know it so well. It has seen us 

through many stages of life. Its familiarity can 

prevent us from hearing the challenges held 

within this miracle. 

Throughout this pandemic season, people have 

been filling their time in a multitude of ways. From 

crafting to cooking; building to baking. Photos of 

banana breads and sourdough starters flooded 

social media. Many people took up new hobbies 

or reignited old ones; many of us did not. 

Much like the ordinary lunch the little boy offered 

up, sourdough starters start humbly. Some flour 

and some warm water are mixed together and 

left. Each day a little more is added and slowly 

materials

the fermenting takes place. The yeast bubbles up 

and this humble starter can be transformed into 

something new. Ordinary ingredients becoming 

something extraordinary – and tasty!

What about our own lives? Do we sometimes 

think our humble offerings won’t go very far? 

Do we sometimes think that what we are 

bringing will not be enough? The truth is, in God’s 

hands, humble gifts and offerings can become 

something extraordinary and beyond our human 

imagination. Imagine the little boy seeing his lunch 

feed five thousand people and still have leftovers. 

Imagine the awe and wonder. 

We too can experience a taste of that awe and 

wonder. We can bring our own lives and gifts to 

God as an offering. How far will your generosity 

go in the hands of Jesus? What extraordinary 

things will Jesus do when we offer him our 

beautiful, ordinary lives? 

Prayers of Intercession: 

These prayers are taken from the Changes Begins with 

a Bicycle service. You will probably want to expand 

and add prayers relevant to your own context and 

perhaps add in an opportunity for the congregation to 

share their own prayers. The following could be used 

to draw the time of prayer to a close for each section:

Access to health care 

(an opportunity to pray for the sick in your 

congregation)

We thank you for the NHS  

and the amazing staff that keep it running.  

We pray for communities like Butagaya  

where access to healthcare is difficult and limited. 

 

Lord of transformation, 

Turn the ordinary into the extraordinary

Learning new skills 

We thank you for the opportunity  

to keep learning and growing.  

We pray for the young people in Butagaya 

learning to be bike mechanics and  

pray that these skills will help 

sustain them and give them security.

Lord of transformation, 

Turn the ordinary into the extraordinary

 

You can use a video of the intercessions if you 

would prefer. You can find the video at:  

vimeo.com/446947071 

Worship



This will be an extraordinary Christmas for 

so many of us, as we find ways to celebrate 

the birth of Jesus in these strange times and 

perhaps some of our Christmas traditions may 

need to be reimagined.

If you would like some exceptional carol 

singing and that Christmas-party feel, then join 

churches around the country on Sunday 29th 

November for The Big Church Sing Christmas 

Special. You can sing along at home and raise the 

roof with some traditional Christmas classics 

as we give thanks for the extraordinary gift of 

Jesus, live from 4pm, on the Methodist Church 

YouTube Channel.

allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch

facebook instagram twitter @allwecanuk   
020 7467 5132 
info@allwecan.org.uk

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development 
Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691. 

And perhaps your church would like to host an 

All We Can nativity, online or in person, using the 

Extraordinary Christmas Nativity film we have 

made, featuring Gemma Hunt from CBeebies.

This film, and an accompanying script for you to 

try out in your church building or on your online 

video-conferencing church, will available to 

download from allwecan.org.uk/nativity 

If you church or group would like to raise money 

for and order Extraordinary Gifts or a catalogue 

by calling 020 7467 5132 or go online at  

allwecan.org.uk/Christmas

Let’s do something extraordinary this Christmas!

Make this Christmas extraordinary

http://allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch
mailto:info%40allwecan.org.uk?subject=

