
Context 

As of as 2 September 2020, there are globally over 25.3 million 

reported cases and 848,000 deaths form the Covid-19 pandemic. 

India has reported 121,000 deaths, while the total confirmed and 

reported cases have risen to 8.09 million. State authorities across 

India are now ordering the same kind of restrictions as in the worst-

hit nations. Schools are shut. So are swimming pools, gyms, athletic 

arenas, malls and movie theatres. Weddings and other public 

gatherings are being banned although it is not clear how strictly 

people are adhering to these bans. 

All 10 of the worst-hit districts so far are urban, and the same goes 

for those reporting the highest case fatality rates. Urban districts 

have so far accounted for nearly 80% of India's death toll for the 

virus. Many of them have a higher than average case fatality rates.

The loss of livelihoods of the migrant labour is just one of the 

issues impacting some of the poorest communities in India. The 

lockdown could spell havoc for a huge number of small and 

medium enterprises of the country, leading to further loss of jobs, 

causing slow demand, slump in production, and the vicious cycle 

of economic downturn. In its battle to ‘flatten the curve’, India 

has unfortunately ignored a very large section of its population. 

Without adequate social and economic protection measures, the 

state failed to look after the poorest and most vulnerable.

The Rural Educational Activities for Development (READ) with 

support of All We Can, responded to the current outbreak of 

Covid-19 in Odisha, India. Phase 2 of the humanitarian response 

was to restore livelihoods through increased engagement in 

agriculture and income generation activities. 

Over the last couple of months, READ have supported 214

households and over 1,070 people through following activities.

Support agricultural activities and petty businesses for families:

The Covid-19 pandemic has disrupted maximum activities in 

agriculture and supply chains. Early reports suggested that the 

non-availability of labour interrupted harvesting activities. Also, 

there are disruptions in supply chains because of nation-wide 

lockdowns, and prices have declined for maximum agri-products, 

yet consumers are paying more. Therefore, READ identified the 

most vulnerable families to support. These families have received 

support in carrying out their daily agricultural work and small 

businesses. This financial support through the agricultural 

activities has helped these families to prepare land processing like 

ploughing, applying manure and making the soil more fertile. 

Despite being the backbone of India’s economy  and a major 

contributor to the country’s GDP, small businesses were largely 

untapped at a various level during this pandemic. From trying to 

survive this crisis to overcoming various challenges like lack of 

personnel, low demand and supply and no financial stimulus, 

many small businesses in India had to reconsider their 

operations.The families who own small businesses were 

encouraged to sell their supplies locally within their villages. 
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15 days ration support (dry food) to 214 households:

India has had the deepest, long-lasting impact of Covid-19 on 

poverty. India’s most vulnerable are moving from poverty to hunger 

and in order to further restore the livelihoods of  some of the 

poorest families, READ supplied care packages that included (rice 

13kg, lentils-2kg, oil-2ltrs, soiabin-1kg, and biscuits, to widows, 

children bellow the age of six and pregnant and lactating mothers.

Thank you so much for all your support during 
this unprecedented time, we are grateful to 
have you as part of our vision and mission. Your 
contribution is key to the success of this 
emergency response work. As we continue to 
implement this life-saving work, we appreciate 
you standing alongside All We Can to make this 
happen.

Some of you were fortunate enough to meet 
team READ during the Covid-19 update event, 
and they would like me to pass on their 
gratitude and regards to you all. 

For more information please contact: 
Jaipreet Kaur – Philanthropy Manager 
j.kaur@allwecan.org.uk | 020 7467 3796

Provision of kitchen and backyard vegetable gardens for migrant families:

For many migrant workers who have criss-crossed the country desperately trying to return home, homecoming has been bittersweet. 

They stare at another crisis. With significantly reduced work opportunities (the very reason for them to migrate) and trying to come to 

terms with the labelling of ‘virus carriers’, stigma has caused a great deal of anxiety. Migrants thought that going back to their hometown, 

they could return to farming or take up other forms of employment, but it has been extremely difficult to formulate schemes and 

accommodate thousands of workers returning to their villages over such a short interval. However, READ has helped to support some of 

these migrant workers and their families through kitchen gardens and supplied a number of vegetable seeds varieties like bringels, ladies 

finger, tomatoes and beans etc. This will not only give them access to food for themselves but this means they will be able to earn an 

income by selling these vegetables. Generating livelihoods, whether in rural or urban areas, is of paramount importance. Gainful 

employment for the poor, whether through self-employment or daily wage earning in an informal sector in itself. 
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