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Introduction

During this week, we think and pray about 
refugees and migrants who have had to leave 
their homes, livelihoods and countries. Home is a 
place we have become accustomed to in the past 
year. However, for many, home is sadly merely a 
concept not a reality. 

Unfortunately, this year even temporary homes that refugees 
find refuge in are under threat. In March 2021 All We Can’s 
partner in the Rohingya refugee camps has confirmed that 
the fire which engulfed part of the Kutupalong mega camp is 
estimated to have displaced more than 45,000 people and left 
429 people unaccounted for. It’s as yet unclear how many lives 
the fire claimed and the cause of the fire remains unknown.

These are not just numbers, they are people, made in God’s 
image, like you and me. They are our neighbours seeking a home. 

All We Can and the Methodist Church in Britain launched 
a Joint Rohingya Crisis Appeal in 2017, and All We Can has 
continued to have an active partner presence in the camps.

We pray that as you journey with this worship resource during 
refugee week that you are inspired and challenged to join the 
All We Can movement. 

Angela Zamaere Smith, 
Programmes Director at All We Can

"Some of our worst fears have been realised 
with this horrific and devastating fire. 
The Rohingya Camps are some of the 
most densely populated refugee camps in 
the world today, with many still living in 
temporary and semi-permanent shelters." 

This worship resource has been designed especially 
to work well for online/digital services. You can 
either work through the resource with people in your 
household, or run the service via an online video 
conferencing platform. The resource is accompanied by 
short videos, activities to try at home and a PowerPoint 
presentation that you could share on your screens as 
you work through the material.  

All We Can's partner is helping to rebuild structures and homes damaged by the fire . Image © DanChurchAid.



 Call to worship

As we think of those without a place to call home, our call to 
worship comes from Psalm 91:4 

‘He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you 
will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield  
and rampart.’

PLAYLIST Hymn

Singing the Faith (STF) 24  
Come now is the time to worship  

OR

STF 628 
Faithful One so unchanging

hand Prayers of praise

You can watch and download a video version  
of these prayers for your church service at  
allwecan.org.uk/refugeeservice

Lord you sent the rainbow after the great flood to show Noah 
and your people that you will never forget them; you will always 
love and care for each one of us, and for that we praise you.

Against black storm clouds the rainbow is a shining arc of hope 
and encouragement, a beautiful sign of your faithful presence 
among us. 

For the beautiful hope you give to us, we praise you Lord.

Creator God, in our troubles we look to you,  
our rock and our refuge, 

For we know that you have special care  
for the poor and dispossessed.

You fed the hungry and provided shelter  
for those without a home;

You helped widows and children  
when they were neglected and marginalised.

For your compassionate and generous love, 
we offer you all our thanks and praise.

In Jesus’ name we pray,

Amen.

album Bible Reading

Isaiah 61:3

‘and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, 

the oil of joy instead of mourning, 
and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.

They will be called oaks of righteousness,  
a planting of the Lord 
for the display of his splendor.’

PLAYLIST Hymn

STF 256  
When I needed a neighbour were you there

Cutpaste Activity

Beauty from ashes  
Refugee camps are always amazingly resourceful places - 
where thing you and I might throw away get used to create 
something useful, or even something beautiful.

Is there some rubbish in your house (old sweet wrappers, tin 
foil, sticks or gravel from garden, for example) that you could 
use to make something beautiful?

You could use a glue-stick to make them into a collage, arrange 
them into a pretty pattern, or create something totally new 
out of these old, rejected items.

Please do share your creations with us - why not send a 
picture of your ‘beauty from rubbish’ artwork to 
info@allwecan.org.uk

hand Prayer of confession

You can watch and download a video version of these 
prayers for your church service at  
allwecan.org.uk/refugeeservice

Loving Jesus,
As a child, and in fear of your life,  
you were forced to seek refuge in Egypt.
You know what it is like to be rejected, and to be an outsider.
You call us to love our neighbours as ourselves
But we have hardened our hearts against strangers.
Forgive us and help us change.

You told us not to judge,  
yet we listen to rumours and fail to check facts.
We hear what is best for us  
and not what is good for those in need.
Forgive us and help us change.

You said we must welcome everyone,  
those speaking different languages, 
and with different beliefs and cultures,
But we have turned our backs on opportunities  
to widen our experience
We have shut out foreigners from our communities.
Forgive us and help us change.
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When we struggle to follow your teaching
Help us and forgive us.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

(Pause)

God forgives all who repent  
of all that separates them from Christ.
His grace and mercy is freely given  
to all who turn back to Jesus.
Amen.

album Bible Reading

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,  
the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here!

🎤Talk / Reflection

[You can watch and download a video version  
of this talk for your church service at  
allwecan.org.uk/refugeeservice]

Throughout history, ashes have represented loss and 
mourning. A phrase used sometimes is: ‘beauty from ashes’. 
This phrase is very similar to the one we find in our reading 
taken from Isaiah 61:3: 

‘and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, 
the oil of joy instead of mourning, 
and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.

They will be called oaks of righteousness,  
a planting of the Lord 
for the display of his splendor.’

There is a nuance in the wording that is so important for 
us not to miss. God’s promise is clear that instead of ashes 
and mourning that there is a promise of joy and beauty. This 
promise points to what occurs when we receive salvation. God 
doesn’t simply improve, he re-creates something new. Paul 
refers to this in 2 Corinthians 5:17

‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
the new creation has come:  
The old has gone, the new is here.’

This hope of new creation motivates All We Can, the 
Methodist relief and development charity, to continue seeking 
justice for those living in some of the most marginalised 
communities in the world. All We Can believes in ‘every 
person’s potential fulfilled’ – a new creation indeed!

In March 2021 one of the worst fears of All We Can’s partners 
was realised when a fire broke out. The fire, which started in 

camp 8W on Monday 22 March, spread through three further 
camps: 8E, 9 and 10.

Graeme Hodge, All We Can Chief Executive, said, 

‘All We Can has responded immediately to this awful 
situation. The Rohingya crisis could be described as a 
forgotten disaster, and our history is rooted in standing 
with displaced and forgotten people. We’ve worked with the 
Rohingya people for many years and will continue to, through 
this crisis with prayers and support.’

The ashes of the places thousands of people called home were 
destroyed. What remains is ashes and despair. 

Thankfully, All We Can’s partner have been working with 
people in these camps since 2017 and have vast knowledge 
and experience of responding in such times as these.  All We 
Can’s partner has met with Rohingya Refugee Camp Officials 
and are responding in two main ways:

1. Building 69 secure and dignified shelters for displaced 
families, allowing them to return safely and ending their 
“temporary displacement” status. Shelters will be built in a 
sustainable manner taking into consideration the needs of 
people with disabilities and the elderly. Each of these family 
shelters costs around £580 (including labour costs).

2. Deliver safety trainings to families – tackling the topic of fire 
prevention and safety and inform participants about referral 
mechanisms, community centres and service providers. 

Like the Israelites, those in Cox’s Bazar are mourning the loss 
of their homes and livelihoods. However, like the Israelites, 
there is a hope on the horizon: a chance of beauty instead of 
ashes. The chance of a new place to call home. 
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Help us to learn more about the lives of people driven by 
these desperate circumstances and understand what we can 
learn from them and how we can best help them.

Help us not to rush to snap judgements but to stop, reflect 
and imagine walking side-by-side with them, to see things 
from their perspective.

Even where we are, here and now, maybe still isolating and 
alone, help us to widen our networks to share with new 
communities and hear new voices, new experiences; to learn 
new things.

As life here in the UK returns towards normal, may 
that normal be a more understanding, more tolerant, 
more welcoming society, and help us to be part of that 
transformation. 
Amen

=PLAYLIST Hymn

STF 716  
There are no strangers to God’s love

hand Blessing

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind and 
strength, and love your neighbour as yourself. 
The blessing of God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Be with you and those whom you love 
This day and forever more. 
Amen. 

Have you seen information about All We Can’s next 
campaign yet – The Next Steps? You and your church 
community can join in as we seek to take the ‘next 
steps’ on the road to recovery from the impact of 
Coronavirus on our planet, and seek to build a better, 
safer, fairer world where everyone can 
fulfil their God-given potential. Find 
out more at allwecan.org.uk/nextsteps

We would like to extend our gratitude  and thanks to Rev Claire  

Hargreaves (Refugee and Interfaith advisor for the South East district)   

for her work in putting this service together and to Ken Smith for writing 

the Prayers of Intercession.

Home is a place we have grown accustomed to and maybe 
a bit tired of being in during this last year of lockdowns and 
restrictions. However as things in the UK open up once again, 
we must not forget those who don’t have the same privilege 
as we have. Where we have a place to call home, they merely 
have ashes. 

Through All We Can’s partner we are establishing new homes 
and ensuring that each person potential can be fulfilled. 

During this Refugee Week, your prayers and your gifts  
can help bring hope. Your gifts and prayers can turn ashes  
to beauty. 

A gift of £580 from you or your church community could 
help to build a sustainable shelter for a family in Cox’s 
Bazar camps.

A regular gift of £6 a month enables All We Can to 
continue to respond quickly to disasters like the fire in 
the Rohyingya camps when they occur, and to stand with 
communities like this over the long-term to enable them 
to flourish and fulfil their potential. 

Visit allwecan.org.uk/give to make your gift today.

PLAYLIST Hymn

STF 693  
Beauty for brokenness

hand Prayers Of Intercession

[You can watch and download a video version  
of these prayers for your church service at  
allwecan.org.uk/refugeeservice

Heavenly Father, 

We acknowledge that you are Lord of Creation and that no-
one and nowhere is outside of your loving care, that you made 
us all in your image.

We have learnt through a global pandemic that we are all 
connected, all the same beings, no matter where on this 
planet we live.

We thank you for the work of All We Can and all other 
agencies worldwide who promote understanding of why 
people seek sanctuary and try to meet their needs. 

We pray for the partner organisations of All We Can and the 
work they do in their own countries with refugees.

We thank you that in Jesus and the Holy Family we have an 
example set before us of a family fleeing their birthplace to 
escape death and living as refugees in a foreign country.
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