
The Climate Story and Me:  

Hope for the Future of our World 



Welcome

Welcome: Beginning the story

Graeme Hodge 
Chief Executive, All We Can

‘Only Jesus would be crazy enough to suggest that if 

you want to become the greatest, you should become 

the least. Only Jesus would declare God's blessing on 

the poor rather than on the rich and would insist that 

it's not enough to just love your friends.’  

Shane Claiborne, The Irresistible Revolution: Living 

as an Ordinary Radical

There is nothing timid about the Bible. It is filled 

with the thread of outrageous, extravagant love 

and a subverting of the social norms. 

The gospels continue to be the most radical 

example of how to live our lives. A life following 

Jesus will not offer assurances of worldly wealth 

or advancement in status. Instead, we are called 

to hold our earthly wealth lightly, to seek justice 

and humility, to feed the hungry and look after the 

orphans and widows. 

You may be surprised to discover that the origin 

of the word radical is ‘root’. If we follow that 

original meaning to be literally relating to or 

proceeding from a root then we can apply this to 

our own radical discipleship. To be radical is to be 

rooted to Christ. What does that mean? 

Jesus tells us in John 15: ‘No branch can bear fruit 

by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 

bear fruit unless you remain in me.’

We are rooted and connected to the true vine. 

The giver of life. The Creator God. The Prince of 

Peace. We are facing a climate crisis that will not 

fade away. How does the radical message of Jesus 

speak into this challenge? How can we serve our 

world and play a part in preventing this crisis from 

growing further? 

This devotional journal is filled with reflections 

on the parables Jesus told and accounts from 

people who are trying to live a radical life. You 

will find stories from people who are prepared to 

be arrested as they participate in climate strikes; 

people who are attempting to look for the ‘poor’ 

in their communities and walk with them, delving 

into the messiness of poverty and injustice; 

examples of ways we can pray together or on 

our own; and, stories from Ethiopia where the 

community of Cherkos are feeling the effects of 

the climate crisis in a very tangible way.  

We hope this devotional will be the starting 

point of a much longer journey. Perhaps you 

encountered Jesus’ radical message a long time 

ago or perhaps you only just discovered him. 

Wherever you are at on your journey with Jesus, 

be assured that you will encounter something 

new in these pages. 

In this year when the world is talking about the 

climate crisis, I want to urge you to play your part. 

We can sometimes believe that the problem is 

too great and as an individual or small group we 

won’t have an impact. I will leave you with this 

encouragement from St Francis of Assisi:

Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's 

possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible.

All We Can is supporting some of the world’s 

poorest communities, enabling them to 

become all that they can.  

Join us – allwecan.org.uk 



How to use this guideAll We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

His Story 

These are reflections from a range 

of writers on the parables of Jesus to 

begin your week. 

Your Story 

A psalm to help you pray and a 

chance to look back at the parable 

and consider what it means for you 

personally. 

Ethiopian Story 

A chance to read the personal stories 

from Ethiopia of members of the 

community of Cherkos who are 

directly feeling the effects of the 

climate crisis. 

Radical Story 

Reflections from people who are 

trying to live out the radical story of 

Jesus. They tell a variety of stories and 

provide a challenge for each one of us.  

Praying our story 

A range of reflections encouraging us 

to pray and suggestions of ways we 

might try doing so.  

Our story: Action 

Inspiring reflections from people who 

are attempting to put Jesus’ radical 

message into action. 

Our story: Together 

Aimed especially at small groups, this 

guides you through a group session, 

lasting 45-60mins, reflecting on the 

readings of the week and going deeper 

into reflecting on how you can respond 

to the radical message of Jesus. 

Respond 

A place to journal about what you 

have read throughout the week and 

write down any prayers and personal 

reflections you have. 

How to use this 
booklet

This devotional is designed for an 
individual or group. It will help you to 
delve deeper into the radical message 
of Jesus, reflect on how this relates to 
the growing climate crisis and consider 
what you can do to help radically 
change the story of the world. 

You and your church may want 
to explore how you can engage 
with COP26 in Glasgow - find 
out more at  
allwecan.org.uk/climate



Week One 
Day 01

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

It’s a worry, not knowing if you’re a sheep or a goat.  
Truth to tell, I’m seriously worried I’m a goat, all 
those homeless people I’ve walked past, all those 
charity Christmas card offers I’ve put in the bin. 
When the Son of Man comes in his glory I fear the 
burning fiery goat pit is my destiny.

Matthew 25: 31-46

The Sheep and the Goats

Revd Dr Barbara Glasson 
President of the Methodist Conference

His Story
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Week One 
Day 02

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

Psalm 10

Read Psalm 10 
 

Why, Lord, do you stand far off? 

Why do you hide yourself  

in times of trouble?

Where are you in 
God’s story?

Your Story
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Do you sometimes watch the news and ask, ‘Why, 

Lord, do you stand far off?’ 

We want action from God but forget that we are a 

part of  that action. 

As you read this psalm, ask for your eyes to be 

opened to see Christ in the forgotten and the poor.  

Re-read Re-read The Sheep  
and the Goats 
Who are you in this story? Which 

questions do you find hardest to hear? 

What does this passage say to you here 

and now in your own life? 

But then, there’s some sheepish self-

righteousness that flocks in, I have kept the 

charity standing order going, I did preach a 

sermon mentioning All We Can and the collection 

was bigger than usual. I’m sort of hopeful there 

might be a hybrid between a sheep and a goat - a 

geep or a shoat?

I think this passage is less about God’s end of 

term sorting hat and more about waking up to 

the critical imperative of now. Jesus is warning 

us that we are called to notice how we are living 

now, because the work of God is now, amongst 

us and amongst the very poorest ‘the little 

ones’.  Because Jesus isn’t just ‘on the side of the 

poor’ but he is the poor. Jesus is the little one, 

the unnoticed one, the prisoner, the naked, the 

homeless and the hungry. They are not the object, 

they are Christ.

It was a hermit who lived a solitary and simple 

life that pointed out to me the ambiguity of the 

phrase, ‘Make poverty history’. He said, it’s not 

that we want so much to make poverty a thing of 

the past, but rather that we want to understand 

history from the perspective of the poor. Because 

of Jesus, God is not simply alongside the poor, 

God is the poor. The story of poverty, struggle, 

nakedness, imprisonment and hunger is God’s 

story. It’s that which judges us, it’s that which 

sorts sheep from goats.

Ask for your ears to hear the cries of the 

unnoticed, the enslaved, the naked. 

Ask for your heart to be stirred into action for 

the voiceless, the oppressed, the hurting.  Ask for 

your hands to be used by God to bring hope to the 

hopeless and to fight for justice and peace



Week One 
Day 03

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

“If someone were to say there is no climate change,  

I could not accept this.” 

Urge, farmer and shepherd in Cherkos, Ethiopia. 

For Urge and the members of his community in 

Cherkos, the time for debating whether there is a 

climate crisis is over. 

“If a fire touches your feet, then it is your feet that 

burn. So if someone else were to say that your feet 

were not burning, this would be unacceptable.”

The community of Cherkos and families like 

Urge’s, know first-hand the devastation that the 

climate crisis is causing. The impact on their rainy 

seasons has meant a shortage of food and lack of 

self-sufficiency which is frustrating. 

When the people on the frontline of the climate 

crisis tell us that their feet are burning then we 

should listen. 

To you, LORD, I call, for fire has devoured the 
pastures in the wilderness and flames have 
burned up all the trees of the field. Joel 1:19

There is a fire Ethiopian 
Story
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Watch this film to hear more 
from Urge:  
 
alwecan.org.uk/urge



Week One 
Day 04

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

The parable of the slug?
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One of my favourite things to do is to introduce 

a slug to a group. The initial reaction is often 

loud and disgusted. There are squeals. Nobody 

wants to come too close. Maybe I’ll sing my 

‘wake up slug’ song as it hunches like a shy blob 

of jelly on my hand. As the tentacles start to 

unfurl, the faces around peer closer. Someone 

notices how the sunshine glistens on the slime, 

how the breathing hole gently opens and closes. 

Maybe we might spot the tiny white slug mites 

and wonder at their impossibly tiny universe. 

The faces around the circle are interested, 

alert, smiling; so very different from how they 

were before.

Taking that step outside, finding that connection 

with the God who made us through the world she 

made us to be part of, slowing down and really 

noticing the world around us, is a wonderful 

thing. The bible is full of nature imagery, from the 

beginning where humans are placed in a garden, 

through to Jesus and his intimate understanding 

Rachel Summer 
Forest school practitioner and trainer based in East London

Radical 
Story

of trees, birds, and flowers. I wonder if whether 

Jesus had lived in these damper climes, he might 

have given us a parable of the slug?

As it is, we have indeed been given the parable 

of the slug. And the parable of the Stormy Day, 

and the parable of the Tiny Plant Growing in the 

Pavement Cracks on the High Street. As it says 

in Romans 1: 20, God’s ‘invisible attributes’ are 

made clear to us ‘through the things he has made’. 

Let us have the courage, therefore, to seek him 

out there.

And it does take courage. Worship inside is safer. 

We can control what we bring to it. We can plan 

in advance the forms it might take. There is a 

predictability about it. That’s not to say it can’t be 

special, or wonderful, or holy. But literally taking 

the lid off, as we step outside to a place where we 

are roofed only by the sky, means giving up our 

understanding of us as in charge, and coming to 

understand ourselves as part of God’s creation.



Week One 
Day 05

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

When faced with the reality of the current 

climate crisis, we can become overwhelmed by 

the scale of the problem; unconvinced that our 

minor efforts will really make a difference.

But,

we believe in a God who not only hears us 

when we pray but who acts in the most broken 

situations, and brings hope in the midst of chaos 

because we pray.

Prayer is one of the most powerful actions we 

can take.

Start by....

Praying Corporately: Join with your community 

to pray for transformation. Start with the stories 

in this book and invite God’s kingdom to come in 

those situations.

Praying Creatively: Make a space in your church 

for creative prayer. Use a globe; get creative 

with water or sand; invite the whole church 

community - youngest to oldest - to seek God’s 

heart for our world. 

Praying Persistently: Commit to pray for our 

planet at a specific time each day. You might like 

to use the following prayer: 

Creator God,  

We are sorry when we have taken your world for 

granted, and we invite you to come and bring 

transformation. Protect and bring hope to those 

who are suffering; mobilise leaders all over our 

planet to bring long term solutions; and show us, 

Lord, how we can play our part. Your Kingdom 

Come, Your will be done. 

Amen  

Praying in a crisis

Praying
our story

W
ee

k 
O

n
e

D
ay

 F
iv

e
0

5

Find more ways that you can join in with 

thousands of other Christians praying 

around the world  
24-7prayer.co.uk

Joanna Callender 
Part of the Communications team at 24-7  
Prayer and is passionate about community, eating 
together and very good cups of coffee.



Week One 
Day 06

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

Buy Fairtrade
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It’s easy to think that Fairtrade is just a nice 

way to shop – a way to tick boxes and feel good. 

But for many farmers and artisans, Fairtrade 

represents their only viable route out of poverty.

Growing up in Kenya and having visited India 

extensively, I’m no stranger to poverty. In fact, I’ve 

seen the effect it has on people all my life.

It was after visiting the slums of Bombay in 1988 

that I knew I had to do something to help – and so 

I co-founded the Christmas Cracker project which 

raised a lot of money for people with real needs.

From that time on, I’ve always been interested 

and active in the fight against poverty – and that 

continues today.  I’m proud to be Chair of the 

Board at Traidcraft and it really has been an eye-

opening experience.

Ram Gidoomal CBE  
Chairman of Fairtrade pioneers Traidcraft plc and 
CottonConnect Ltd, a social enterprise dealing working 
with Organic Cotton.

Our story: 
Action

I’ve seen the difference that Fairtrade can make to 

families and communities in the developing world 

– it truly has the power to transform lives.

Crucial to this, is the fact that Fairtrade empowers 

people. It gives them access to a better wage so 

that all their hard work can finally start to pay 

off. On top of that, farmers receive a Fairtrade 

premium which they invest into community 

projects like building schools, accessing clean 

water and improving food security.

I’ve seen first-hand the difference that Fairtrade 

can make in the lives of real people and families 

overseas. That’s why I urge you to choose Fairtrade 

today and fight poverty when you buy your clothes, 

your food – or even your cleaning products and 

rubber gloves!



Week One 
Day 07

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

Small group activity

Beginning the story Our Story:
Together

W
ee

k 
O

n
e

D
ay

 S
ev

en
0

7

Relax (5 mins):
• What have been the highlights of your week? 

• What have been the challenges of your week?

Look back (10 mins): 
• What has stood out for you from the week’s 

readings so far?

• Has God been prompting you to think about 

anything in particular? 

• What did you think about Urge’s story?  

 

Talk (20 mins): 
Focus on Matthew 25: 31-46 

• What’s radical about this?

• What is challenging about this story for us  

on a personal level?

• Barbara Glasson wrote: ‘Because of Jesus, 

God is not simply alongside the poor, God is 

the poor.’

• Who are ‘the poor’?

• Do you find ‘the poor’ a helpful phrase?

• Where do you see God in these places and 

circumstances? 

• What is difficult about this perspective? 

• If God is the poor then how can we in our 

community be serving him?

• How can we live more radically in  

our context? 

Pray (10 mins):
• Pray for Urge and the community of 

Cherkos as they adapt to the effects of 

climate change. 

• Pray for each other. 

• Name the people and places in your own 

community who are on your hearts and 

pray for them. 

 

Creative prayer: Each person writes a letter to 

themselves to be given back at the end of the 

booklet. What are your hopes for this season? 

Where are you looking for God to be at work 

in your life? How do you want to be challenged 

during this season?   

Dig (5 mins):
Which Fairtrade products do  

we buy? Could we be replacing 

items from our shopping with 

Fairtrade options? 

What do the group know about  

the climate crisis? Gauge the levels  

of knowledge among the group 

and discuss what you would like to 

investigate further. 



Week One 
Day 07

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

Use this space for notes

Time to reflect
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Respond

Hopes  
for the 
planet



WeekTwo 
Day 08

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

“Who is my neighbour?” is an important, timeless 
question. And as I ask it, I long for a comfortable 
answer – for my ‘neighbour’ to be the person I find 
easy to love. A person most ‘like me’. But that is not 
what emerges in Jesus’ radical story.

Luke 10: 25-37

The Good Samaritan

Claire Welch 
Former Head of Fundraising and Marketing at All We 
Can, current ordinand in the Church of England

His Story
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Week Two 
Day 09

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

Psalm 42

Read Psalm 42 
 

‘Why, my soul are you downcast?  

Why so disturbed within me?’

Our lament
Your Story W
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A psalm of lament.  

 

We often forget that lamenting and pouring out our 

grief and struggles is an important part of prayer. 

We can find it hard to pray about the aspects of our 

lives which cause us the greatest pain. 

What makes your soul downcast? 

Read Luke 10: 25-37 
This is a familiar story to many people. 

What strikes you as new today? Who do 

you most identify with in the story and 

why? How does this challenge you in 

your own life? How do we respond to this 

radical way of loving?  

The one to help the victim is a surprise. It is not 

the Priest or the Levite – those of the religious 

order who play roles in the community’s worship 

of God, the ones you’d expect to do as God 

required: ‘to do justice, and to love kindness, and 

to walk humbly with God’ (Micah 6:8). Instead, 

the one considered religiously impure and an 

enemy to the Jews, a Samaritan, stops.

 The Samaritan “was moved with pity” and able 

to see the human need of ‘the other’. At personal 

cost to himself, he responded with relief – 

lowering himself onto the dirty road, tending 

to the bloody wounds, pouring out his hard-

earned oil and wine, and giving up his clothes for 

bandages. But the story doesn’t end here.

 The Samaritan moves beyond giving relief, to 

caring for the victim’s full recovery. The needs of 

tomorrow, not just today. Essentially, he offers the 

innkeeper a blank cheque, to ensure the victim 

gets the recuperation and restoration he needs.

 Martin Luther Jr said, “On the one hand we 

are called to play the good Samaritan on life’s 

roadside; but that will be only an initial act. One 

day we must come to see that the whole Jericho 

road must be transformed so that men and 

women will not be constantly beaten and robbed 

as they make their journey on life’s highway.”

 In Jesus’ story, the ‘neighbour’ includes our 

enemy and love is dirty, uncomfortable, costly 

but ultimately transformative. Does Jesus really 

expect us to love in such a radical way?

Where are you looking for God to reveal  

his presence? 

What are you thirsting for? 

Try and write out your own psalm today. 



Week Two 
Day 10

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

Cherkos, for Belyu, is a place with two sides. It is 

beautiful to look at but misleading. The stunning 

scenery is directly affected by shifts in climate 

change over the last 30 years. 

Where there once were two distinct rainy 

seasons which aided farming, there is now one 

with heavy rain which is difficult for the soil in 

Cherkos to absorb. 

Belyu tells us: “When I was a child, there was surplus 

of crops because of the belg season (a light ‘useful 

rain’). This was the season from February to June. 

We produce more than the June to December season 

then. We produce more, and there was a surplus. But 

nowadays we are having problems.”  

Belyu’s family have had to divide in order to 

survive. Her husband and three children have left 

rural Cherkos and headed to urban Addis to seek 

work while she remains in Cherkos with the other 

four children. The change in climate has forced 

them to adapt and seek alternative ways to fill the 

food gap caused by the shifts in rainy seasons.

Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and 
trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various 
kinds.” And it was so. Genesis 1:11

Beauty is in the eye of  
the beholder

Ethiopian 
Story
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Find out more about the five 
inspiring local organisations All 
We Can partner with in Ethiopia  
 
allwecan.org.uk/ethiopia



Week Two 
Day 11

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

Go and do likewise
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In Luke 10, Jesus is asked, “Who is my 

neighbour?” His response: “Go and do likewise” - 

go and be a neighbour like the good Samaritan.

On a trip to Tanzania I met Philip. After his 

father’s death, Philip was left looking after his 

family, including his younger brother who is 

studying at medical school. Since then the effects 

of environmental breakdown have worsened 

in Tanzania: the rains have not come and food 

has not grown, leading to shortages and inflated 

prices. The result for Philip is that food is now 

so expensive he can no longer afford to pay his 

brother’s medical school fees.

These tragic circumstances force me to confront 

the reality that Philip is my neighbour. If I am to 

follow Jesus’ teaching to “go and do likewise”, I 

must consider how I can live in a way that reduces 

the impact of our climate crisis on him, and 

millions of others like him, as well as on the wider 

natural world. For me this means giving financially 

to help Philip and others. It also means thinking 

Dr Ruth Valerio 
Environmentalist, theologian, social activist, author and 
Global Advocacy and Influencing Director at Tearfund.

Radical 
Story

about the resources I use - who or what may have 

been harmed to produce them - and affects the 

food I buy, the way I travel and how I consume 

energy and produce rubbish (particularly plastic) 

around my home. And it impacts how I spend my 

working life, and is why I have chosen to work in 

the development sector, knowing that climate 

breakdown hits the most vulnerable first and 

hardest, so tackling it is central to addressing 

global poverty.

So I try to make choices, big and small, in my 

everyday living to tread lightly on the earth, to 

protect it, and to respect my neighbours near and 

far, human and non-human.

Consider the choices, big and small, you 

are making. Are there any small choices 

you could begin making today? 



Week Two 
Day 12

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

Praying
our storyW
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Hilary Evans 
President of Methodist Women  
in Britain (MWiB)

Praying radically

Jesus could be described as the epitome of 

radical. So many of his stories and actions did not 

fit the expectations of his day, but challenged the 

status quo. Is it possible to pray in a radical way? 

Perhaps something outside our normal pattern 

of prayer.

First, go to a busy place that you would not 

normally consider a prayerful place – a street, 

a shop, a garage, a restaurant, a workplace, a 

railway station, and quietly observe the people 

there. You may not know any of them, but each 

has a life, and worth. Each is a child of God.

Consider the assumptions that you make as you 

watch without staring, and without drawing 

attention to yourself. Do you make judgements 

about them from their style of dress? Their 

cleanliness? The way they walk? Whether they 

have tattoos? Their wrinkles?

Say a silent prayer for each person you take to 

mind, and ask God to bless them. Consider what 

reactions Jesus might have had in this place and 

situation, remembering that he mixed with people 

from all sections of society. How close do you 

think his reactions would be to yours? Does this 

prompt you to reconsider your initial thoughts?



Week Two 
Day 13

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

Eco church
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With millions of lives (human and all other 

living species) at risk from climate change and 

decreasing biodiversity, a place to start could 

be to encourage your church to sign up to Eco 

Church, an online award scheme run by A Rocha 

UK, to help Christians and churches care for God’s 

creation as we are called to do. 

The scheme will help you to explore and act 

across five key areas of church life from worship 

and teaching to the management of buildings 

and land to community engagement at a 

local and global level; and, how to change our 

lifestyles. From celebrating Creation Time to 

switching your church’s (and home) electricity to 

a renewable provider, planting up your church 

land with wildflowers and running a repair café 

for your community. 

Our story: 
Action

You and your church could start with a ‘bronze 

award’ as an Eco Congregation and, as you learn 

more and seek to have more impact, you can 

apply for the silver and gold awards. Eco Church is 

one of the tools we recommend to help you have 

accountability as a whole church community, and 

to join together as you help to radically change 

the story around the climate crisis. Change is 

possible, if we all work together!

Praying radically

Act now: Join the movement at 
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk 

Read about how one church took on  

the challenge of becoming an Eco  

Church on Week Five Day 34.



Week Two 
Day 14

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

Small group activity

Transform the whole road Our Story:
Together
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Relax (5 mins):
Two truths and one lie – go around the group and 

take it in turns to say two truths about yourself and 

one lie. Can you spot the lie? 

Look back (10 mins): 
• Reflect on the week.

• What stood out for you?

• What did we learn from Belyu about 

Ethiopia?  

• What has God been prompting you to think 

about this week?

 

Talk (20 mins): 
Luke 10: 25-37 

• What’s radical about this?

• Who are our neighbours in need of mercy? 

• Claire Welch quoted Martin Luther King: 

“One day we must come to see that the  

whole Jericho road must be transformed so  

that men and women will not be constantly 

beaten and robbed as they make their journey 

on life’s highway.”

• What are the ways in which the Jericho road 

in our community needs transforming?

• How can we be a part of this transformation? 

• How can we live more radically in our 

context?

Pray (10 mins):
“Love your neighbour as yourself.”

• Pray for ourselves – share what you need 

prayer for personally. 

• Pray for each other – our neighbours 

close by and their needs. 

• Pray for the focus of the Ethiopia story 

– our neighbours further away and how 

they are impacted by the climate crisis. 

 

Creative prayer: Use a world map (displayed 

on a pin board) and pin prayers to the 

countries that the group feel particularly 

called to pray for.  

Dig (5 mins):
Ruth Valerio wrote: I must 

consider how I can live in a way 

that reduces the impact of our 

climate crisis on [my neighbour]. 

Discuss the ways in which you, as a 

group, can reduce your impact on your 

neighbour? Perhaps devise an ‘ideas to 

try’ list that can be shared among you. 

What other suggestions or stories have 

captured your interest this week that you 

want to explore further? 



Week Two 
Day 14

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

Use this space for notes

Time to reflect
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Transform  
the whole  

Jericho road

Respond



Week Three 
Day 15

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

The parables of Jesus can be described as being like holding a great truth in a small 
place (imagine closing your hand into a fist and then slowly opening your fingers 
to see what might be hidden in the palm of your hand). The great truth held and 
contained in this story is that what we do matters more than what we say we will do. 
Jesus is clear in telling this story that holiness does not reside in those who speak 
of holiness but rather in those who live it and practise it.  This, then, is a story about 
integrity and transformation. 

Matthew 21:28-32

The Two Sons

Helen Cameron  
Chair of the Northampton District of the  
Methodist Church.

His Story
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Radically Changing the Story

Psalm 19

Read Psalm 19

Our place in the story
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Pray: ‘May these words of my mouth and this 

meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, Lord, 

My Rock and my Redeemer.’

Take a moment to sit in silence. 

‘The Heavens declare the glory of God.’ 

Thank God for the wonder of nature and the 

beauty of the world. 

‘But who can discern their own errors?’ 

Say sorry to God for the times when your words 

Read Matthew 21:28-32 

Who are you in this story? Do you 

sometimes say yes when you mean no? 

Clench your fist and slowly open it. What 

truth from God are you wanting to hold 

on to today?

I believe that there is an incredible generosity 

present in those who know that they are 

accepted, loved and forgiven people. They 

have known love when perhaps they expected 

rejection and so they want others to know this 

too. They feel liberated from all that previously 

limited them and so they live life generously and 

graciously. This should be true for all of us who 

know the grace and forgiveness of God – but it 

isn’t always. Holiness is simply a life lived from a 

place of gratitude and generosity emerging from a 

knowledge that God forgives, accepts and sets us 

free to live and love as God does. 

Greta Thunberg the climate activist makes 

an important point when she rejects the 

presentation of Climate Activism Awards to her 

as a person. She simply says – this climate crisis 

is not about me, it is about politicians committing 

to changed practices and making it happen. Talk 

is cheap and it is only just actions that produce 

transformation and hope. 

When Jesus first tells the parable he is seeking to 

draw attention to holy people who no one other 

than him sees as holy. Their holiness emerges from 

what they now practise as forgiven children of God. 

have not been followed up with actions. For the 

way we have mistreated this beautiful world. 

‘Forgive my hidden faults.’ 

Accept God’s forgiveness and abundant love  

for you. 
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Day 17

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

Isayias began working for All We Can partner 

organisation Adheno when he was a teenager. He 

was inspired by the director of the organisation: 

“He cared about helping the poorest communities. 

He gave himself to serve the community, to help 

them, the very poorest in the rural community. All 

rural farmers are poor but this was the poorest ones 

in poverty. He was happy to serve those in poverty. 

I still follow by this example…Now I try to serve the 

poorest…I think about how we can transform their 

lives from poverty to a better life.”

What we do and how we do it matters. People 

are watching. The next generation of leaders are 

watching to see what this generation do about 

the climate crisis. Isayias had an example of 

wholeheartedly serving the poorest communities 

and because of this he has followed. He wants to 

bring radical transformation to the communities 

in Cherkos. Who are you following and who is 

following you?   

“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be 
refreshed.” Proverbs 11:25

Who are you following? Ethiopian 
Story
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Learn more about Isayias and 
All We Can partner Adheno:  
 
allwecan.org.uk/isayias
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Radically Changing the Story

God called me to do it
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“God called me to do it”  
 

That was the headline when my mum, a 

Methodist minister, was arrested with 

Extinction Rebellion.

In 2009 my Nan missed my birthday because 

she was walking to London from her home in 

Huddersfield, for a climate protest march. I wasn’t 

really aware of climate change then, and often 

confused it with other social justice issues.

In October 2018 the IPCC report changed 

everything. It said we had 12 years left to prevent 

uncontrollable climate breakdown. Awareness 

had already been increasing. Greta Thunberg 

had started school striking and I had decided on 

a career in renewable energy. Like many others 

though, I saw it as a distant problem. But the 

report terrified me. If the climate crisis will be out 

of human control by the time I’m 27, I must act 

before I leave school!

Martha Rand 
Student, activist and climate striker

Radical 
Story

In February 2019 I felt compelled to join the 

school climate strike. Missing school is not 

something I will ever take lightly, but I decided the 

climate crisis would have a much larger effect on 

my life than one day off school.

I have now been on strike 4 times, and intend to 

continue until our government adopts a Green 

New Deal that tackles the crisis.

These strikes and other campaigns have already 

made a difference. The UK parliament has 

declared a climate emergency, setting a target 

for net zero emissions by 2050. However this 

is not enough. For real change we need to be 

more radical. God has always called people to 

take radical action for justice, and I’m proud of 

my mum for protesting for her future, my future, 

and for the future of all life on Earth.

Photo by Korie Cull on Unsplash
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The prayer that changed, disrupted, and 

transformed my time as part of the Community 

of St Anselm is the Chemin Neuf prayer 

for Christian unity. It is a prayer which has 

continued to be an essential part of my 

devotional life, praying it almost daily. 

It is a radical prayer, based on Jesus’ words in 

John 17 for the unity of believers. Part of the 

prayer reads, ‘may your Spirit enable us to 

experience the suffering caused by division, to see 

our sin, and to hope beyond all hope.’ A prayer to 

experience suffering might seem at best bizarre, 

at worst distasteful. Who would pray such a 

thing? Yet, it is a prayer which is a conduit into 

God’s heart like I, and many other St Anselmers, 

had never before experienced. 

The prayer, said by an ecumenical community who 

don’t always unite around practice and can never 

unite around communion, can always – should 

always – unite in prayer. It transforms prayer 

from personal petitions of want into something 

stunningly and pivotally corporate. To pray for the 

suffering of division is a reminder that God gifts 

us not only himself, but every single child of God 

too: to love and to treasure, to be loved by and to 

be treasured by. 

It is a reminder that, on the days when I can 

pray openly, my persecuted brothers and sisters 

cannot. It is a reminder that when I can pray 

comfortably, my suffering brothers and sisters 

cannot. And when I cannot pray, it is a reminder 

that my brothers and sisters can. 

It is the great paradox that to receive a glimpse 

of God’s broken heart is to utterly transform and 

expand my own ability to love. It is the prayer 

that whether I say it in community or in private, 

I never say it alone. Come, Holy Spirit, break my 

heart, stretch my heart, transform my heart. 

Praying for unity

Praying
our story

What are the bold and 
brave prayers God might be 
encouraging you to pray?

Hannah Barr  
A member of the Community of St Anselm from  
2017-2018, current doctoral student of theology and 
training for ordination at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. 
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Aiming for Net Zero
The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) is made up of the Baptist 
Union, the Church of Scotland, the Methodist Church and the 
United Reformed Church.

W
eek T

h
ree

D
ay Tw

en
ty

2
0

In the UK, the government has recently increased 

our targets for climate action. In 2019, the aim 

was set to achieve Net Zero carbon emissions in 

the UK by 2050. This means that emissions must 

be reduced to a level that will avoid the further 

build-up of greenhouse gas concentrations in  

the atmosphere.

To achieve this we need to reduce our carbon 

emissions in the UK, in industry, lifestyle and 

transport. As one of the first countries to have 

a Net Zero target in law, we can lead the way 

by introducing robust policies to drive down 

emissions. We can also play a part in encouraging 

the development of new environmental 

technologies overseas, including new forestry 

developments, or developing new renewable 

energy sources such as solar farms.

Over the coming years, it will be vital to ensure 

access to clean energy for all. We welcome 

the increased UK government contribution to 

international climate finance.  These projects can 

have real benefits, encouraging clean growth and 

pioneering projects in developing communities. 

However, whilst the UK is leading in offering 

climate finance assistance to other countries, 

it is falling short on domestic targets. The UK 

Our story: 
Action

government has predicted that we will fail to meet 

our domestic carbon emissions budget for 2032 by 

9.6% of total emissions. 

The Climate Change Committee says: ‘It is 

essential that these internationally-focused efforts 

are additional to putting in place robust and 

effective policies to achieve net-zero GHG emissions 

domestically in the UK and are not an alternative for 

doing so.’ 

Our efforts to support other nations in the 

development of clean economies, with access to 

clean energy for all, should not excuse us of our 

responsibility here in the UK. Join us to call on the 

UK Government to achieve its emissions targets 

in the UK. 

jointpublicissues.org.uk/

journeytonetzero

 

Turn to Easter Sunday and cut out the 

postcard, which you can use to write 

to the Secretary of State for Business, 

Energy & Industrial Strategy, to ask that 

the government implement clear and 

ambitious UK targets to achieve rapid 

reduction in domestic emissions. 

Photo by veeterzy on UnsplashPhoto by veeterzy on Unsplash
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Small group activity

Radical holiness Our Story:
Together
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Relax (5 mins):
What quality do you most appreciate in a friend 

and why?  

Look back (10 mins): 
• Reflect on the week.

• What stood out for you in particular?

• What did you think about the work Isayias 

and Adheno are doing with the Cherkos 

community?  

• How aware are you of the current policies 

affecting climate change and the UK’s carbon 

emissions?

• What has God been prompting you to think 

about this week? 

 

Talk (20 mins): 
Matthew 21:28-32 

• What is radical about this story?

• Helen Cameron writes:  “Holiness is simply 

a life lived from a place of gratitude and 

generosity emerging from a knowledge that 

God forgives, accepts and sets us free to live 

and love as God does.”

• What do ‘holy’ lives look like in our context? 

• How do we relate to this story? 

• Which son do you think you are most like 

and why? 

• How do we put this radical message into 

action in our community? 

Pray (10 mins):
“Love your neighbour as yourself.”

• Pray for each other.

• Pray for Isayias and All We Can partner 

Adheno. 

 

Join with the St Anselm community and pray 

the Chemin Neuf prayer for unity:

Lord Jesus, who prayed that we might all be one,

we pray to you for the unity of Christians,

according to your will,

according to your means.

May your Spirit enable us

to experience the suffering caused by division,

to see our sin

and to hope beyond all hope.

Amen.

Written by the Chemin Neuf Community

Dig (5 mins):
What do the group know 

about Extinction Rebellion and 

Christian Climate Action? 

Complete your postcards to send to the 

Secretary of State for Business, Energy & 

Industrial Strategy.  
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Use this space for notes

Time to reflect
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What is  
God calling 
you to do? 

Respond



Week Four 
Day 22

All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

When you are the youngest of two children, life never 
seems fair. My sister could stay out longer, go to better 
places, drive a car while I seemed to live a miserable 
existence. Well, from my perspective life was not fair.

Matthew 20: 1-16

The Workers in the Vineyard

Revd Ashley Cooper 
Principal of Cliff College and previous Senior Pastor  
at SwanBank Church in Stoke on Trent

His Story
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It’s not fair – a common cry from children.  As we journey through 

life it becomes a common thread of our story. Things do not seem 

fair and clearly things are not fair.

When it comes down to it, I think our sense of fairness or justice is 

based on what we think we deserve. Those who worked all day felt 

they deserved to be paid more than the others, rather than what 

they had agreed to work for. So, I guess the question really is: What 

do we deserve?
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All We Can 
Radically Changing the Story

Psalm 23

Read Psalm 23 
‘He leads me beside quiet waters,  

he refreshes my soul.’

Naming our blessings
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Be still. Be conscious of your breathing.  

Allow the stillness to calm and soothe you. 

Take a deep breath and say, ‘I will fear no evil for 

you are with me.’ Take another deep breath and 

say, ‘I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.’

Read the psalm again and become aware of  

the verse which particularly stands out for you. 

Ask God to lead you today as you go about your 

daily tasks.

Read Matthew 20: 1-16 

Who do you most identify with in this 

story? Would you be grumbling or 

grateful? What does this tell you about 

the generosity of God? How does the 

sense of justice, in Ashley’s reflection, 

help us engage with the growing 

climate crisis? 

How do we respond to this radical way 

of loving?  

Name the fears you may be carrying and ask God 

to relieve you of their burden. Thank God for his 

goodness. Name the things you are grateful for. 

The kingdom of God is a kingdom of grace. All those 

who worked for the master did so only because he 

invited them to not because they deserved it.

I believe there are two attitudes Jesus is trying 

to create within us through this parable. The first 

is an attitude that recognises that all we have is 

an incredible, generous gift from God. We do not 

deserve it; we have not earned it. We have been 

given a gift. We have been entrusted with the 

responsibility to be good stewards of this gift - to 

recognise God as the owner and manage it all for 

His glory and not our own.

The second is an attitude of grace towards what 

Jesus calls ‘the last’. Who are ‘the last’? We have 

heard stories of engagement with some who might 

be described in our world just like that through 

pages of this devotional. 

Here is what this parable teaches – they, the last, 

will be first. 

At the end of the day, when handing out rewards, 

God in his kingdom will turn everything upside down.

In fact, what Jesus does as he tells this story is not 

just turn everything upside down – but he makes 

everyone equal. 

Everyone standing together; paid the same. 

Everyone in the Kingdom of God has the same 

value and worth. Equal! No last or first but equal. 

Equal value and equal worth – I like that kingdom!
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Radically Changing the Story

Dereje is a leader and administrator in Cherkos. 

He loves his community and is proud of the way 

they love, respect and support one another. 

“It is very important for us to love each other and to 

work together as a community.”

However, the effects of poverty and the climate 

crisis are clear to him. Where they used to 

produce crops twice a year they now have more 

uncertain harvests of vegetables and produce. 

Many members of the community send their 

children to urban areas to find work instead of 

being able to stay in school. 

The work of All We Can and our partner is 

having a positive effect. Dereje is hopeful for 

the future as the potato project is showing 

that the community will be in a better 

economic situation. 

“For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members 
do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, 
and each member belongs to all the others.” Romans 12: 4-5

Leading change Ethiopian 
Story
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Find out more about the super spuds 

which are having a big impact on the 

community of Cherkos  
 
allwecan.org.uk/cherkos
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God of the poor
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Each Tuesday, we at Amos Trust say these words 

from the Nicaraguan Campasina (peasant) mass 

You are the God of the poor,  

the human and simple God, 

The God that sweats in the street,  

The God with the weathered face. 

That is why I speak to you,  

like my people speak to you, 

Because you are the labourer God,  

the worker Christ.’

They place Jesus among those clocking on and 

getting their daily wages. The injustice felt by 

those complaining in Matthew 20:1-16 is very 

different from that felt by the rural communities 

Amos Trust’s partners the Council of Protestant 

Churches of Nicaragua (CEPAD) work with 

in Nicaragua. These highly impoverished 

communities experience the daily reality of 

climate injustice. For the last three years their 

annual rainfall has fallen over two or three days, 

followed by drought. For generations they relied 

on regular rainfall and a double crop cycle for 

maize and beans. Last year their single crop was 

washed away in the floods.

It is easy to respond with food aid, but that leads 

to a dependency, or to jump in with the answers. 

Chris Rose  
Director of Amos Trust

Radical 
Story

The hills are dotted with old solar panels, whose 

batteries expired or needed spares, which the 

communities could not afford. 

It is far harder but far more important to heed 

the Jesus we seek to follow, who walks with his 

people and knows what it feels like to experience 

massive injustice. CEPAD journey with these 

communities. They identify local leaders who will 

pass on their learning. They train them to grow 

new crops, to grow fruits, to diversify diets, to 

use natural fertilisers/pesticides and to increase 

organic matter in the soil and canopy cover. 

To harvest rainwater, to build water filters. To 

empower women to be leaders and to form local 

committees who can pressure local and national 

governments to respond.  This may not have 

instant results but it is far closer to Jesus’ radical 

approach as it allows his people to learn how to 

respond to the climate emergency we all face.

Learn more about how All We Can work 

in partnership with organisations and 

churches 

 

allwecan.org.uk/partnership
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Praying
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Jude Levermore  
Head of Mission for the Methodist 
Church in Britain, Chair of Amos Trust 
and Director of Love Welcomes. 

Where do you pray?

I like to pray on the move. In truth, I’m not 

always so good at being still. 

This week I wonder if you might like to  

consider where in your neighbourhood the 

‘workers’ gather? 

In Matthew 20: 3 it talks of how at, “About nine in 

the morning he went out and saw others standing 

in the marketplace doing nothing.” 

Where in your neck of the woods is that place? 

For me it’s my local job centre, but it might be 

outside a certain row of shops, or by a particular 

park bench. Maybe you could go there for a time of 

prayer. Maybe it’s a place you’ve stood in yourself.

What do you need to give up or give over for those 

with less hope to be employed? Physically moving 

into the space occupied by those standing in hope 

might allow God to change or challenge you. 
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Prepare: The importance of those who are 

pushed to the margins in life is a central concern 

of Jesus and God’s redemptive work. This is true 

for cities today as much as elsewhere.  Yet, even 

those who want to take Christian discipleship 

seriously often miss following Jesus to these dark 

places of suffering.  

Read: Luke 19:1-10 

‘Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! 

Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, 

and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will 

pay back four times the amount.”’ (v8)

Zaccheus, did not just receive Jesus, he got what 

Jesus was on about instantly. Jesus is about loving 

God and neighbours so much that God’s kingdom 

would come on earth as in heaven.Zaccheus 

therefore, needed to find a way to repent and be 

in line with this new reign. In Jesus’ time as now, 

the biggest barrier to this reign happening is the 

oppression of poor people. Zaccheus saw himself 

in comparison to Jesus as an oppressor and went 

about repenting to become more like Jesus. Going 

to the poor and finding restitution then was an 

important part of joining Jesus in this adventure. 

If we have power and we follow Jesus, he will take 

us to margins and the edges. 

I must admit poverty is no fashionable word, let 

alone poor. It seems so labeling, even disparaging 

of others. Yet, there are over 2,000 verses in the 

Bible that call God’s people to engage with ‘the 

poor’. Indeed, it’s hard to read any Gospel story 

where the poor are not somehow involved with 

Jesus. Why? Because it is where the systems 

of this world fail that Jesus’ light and life most 

shine and are most needed. This is about being a 

channel of compassion where it is most needed. 

To be converted to Jesus then it is crucial to be 

converted to expressing practical love with those 

experiencing injustice.  

Have we experienced this conversion to 

the poor lately? Have we encountered 

Jesus in the eyes of actual people facing 

poverty and joined their fight for liberation 

from oppression? How can we ‘change the 

story’ around poverty and injustice?

Where do you pray?

Converted to the poor

Ash Barker 
Activist, speaker, writer and leads Newbigin School for 
Urban Leadership from Winson Green in Birmingham.

Our story: 
Action
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Small group activity

Grace and injustice Our Story:
Together

Relax (5 mins):
What was your dream job as a child and why? 

Look back (10 mins): 
• Reflect on the week.

• What stood out for you?

• What did we learn from Dereje about the 

realities of the climate crisis? 

• How do the words ‘poverty’, ‘injustice’ and 

‘the poor’ affect you? 

• What initial reactions or prejudices occur in 

you when you reflect on these words?

 

Talk (20 mins): 
Matthew 20:1-16 

• What’s radical about this story?

• Ashley Cooper describes two attitudes 

we can have:  all we have is an incredible 

generous gift from God and an attitude of 

grace towards ‘the last’.

• How do you feel about these different 

perspectives? 

• What do they look like in our own lives? 

• In what ways do you struggle with life not 

being fair?   

• How can we live more radically in our context? 

 

Pray (10 mins):
• Pray for one another.

• Pray for Dereje and the challenges  

facing Cherkos. 

Join with Amos Trust to pray the Nicaraguan 

Campasina (peasant) mass: 

You are the God of the poor,  

the human and simple God,

The God that sweats in the street, 

The God with the weathered face.

That is why I speak to you,  

like my people speak to you,

Because you are the labourer God,  

the worker Christ.

Creative prayer: Jude Levermore shared how 

she like to pray on the move. Try going for a 

prayer walk in your community or praying 

in different ways around the space that you 

meet in. 

 

 

Dig (5 mins):
Ash Barker states: “To be 

converted to Jesus then it 

is crucial to be converted to 

expressing practical love with 

those experiencing injustice.”

Discuss the ways you can express 

practical love with those experiencing 

injustice. Perhaps divide up into pairs to 

explore and try out these suggestions 

and then feedback to the group what 

you discovered. 
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Use this space for notes

Time to reflect
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In what  
ways am 

I being 
changed? 

Respond
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Last year, I was privileged to visit India for the first time.  It was everything that I had 
been led to expect – beautiful, colourful, noisy, crowded and often chaotic!

Luke 16: 1-9

The Shrewd Manager

Paul Harcourt 
National Leader of New Wine

His Story
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The nature of the visit though meant that we were sometimes in 

locations which were amongst the most exotic and alien that I have 

experienced, despite having been to many countries.   At such times, 

I was very glad of having a guide.  We needed someone who didn’t 

just understand the language but understood the culture, knew how 

things worked and was able to smooth a path for us through the 

occasional tricky situation.
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Psalm 37

Read Psalm 37 
“Do not fret because of those who are evil or 

be envious of those who do wrong.”

Becoming still
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Have you ever asked: Why do good things happen 

to bad people or why do bad things happen to 

good people? 

We can often be so concerned with other people’s 

actions that we forget to focus on our own. 

The psalmist says: “Be still before the Lord and 

wait patiently for him.”

Read Luke 16: 1-9 

What do you think Jesus wants us to learn 

from this story? How are you using your 

worldly wealth to gain friends? What do 

you need to be persistent in prayer for? 

What are you waiting for? What do you need to 

bring before God and give to him? 

Ask God to help you to focus your eyes, mind and 

heart on what is helpful for you.

In the Parable of the Shrewd Manager, as today’s 

reading is often known, there is something of the 

same feeling.  Jesus often tells stories that don’t 

sit very comfortably, challenging us to think more 

deeply about his meaning.  In other parables, he 

appears to compare God to a selfish friend who 

doesn’t want to get up to help, or to an unfeeling 

judge who only answers because he has become 

irritated with the persistence of a desperate widow.  

In both of those cases, Jesus is making a contrast, 

telling us that God is far more willing to answer, so 

even more reason for us to persist.  Here, where the 

master commends the shrewdness of the dishonest 

steward, it isn’t to commend the dishonesty! 

Rather, the master recognises someone who 

understands how this world works. Jesus then goes 

on to draw a contrast with our behaviour as people 

who live under a different economy.  

How shrewd are we in handling heaven’s things?  

The people of this world, dealing with their “own 

kind” as Jesus puts it, often make calculations 

based on self-interest, divorced from morality. 

Citizens of the Kingdom have a different set of 

values but are also preparing for a future. What is 

wise is learning well how to work the system under 

which we now live.
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For Nigesu, poverty is incredibly personal. A 

father of four, his family mean everything to 

him.  He faced the dilemma of keeping his family 

together and not being able to feed them or give 

his two eldest sons to a farmer for a small amount 

of money. It was a difficult decision but knowing 

they would be fed, clothed and given shelter was 

important to Nigesu. 

“I want to improve my economic status. The living 

standard I have is currently very low so I would like 

to bring them back when my living standard changes 

and improves.”

Nigesu hopes that there will be a time in the 

future when he will be able to reunite his family.

“To be frank with you, without the support of another 

person or organisation, it will be very difficult for me 

to feed my family, so I need additional support from 

another body. If I get that support, I can manage and 

I can bring about change in my life as well as in the 

lives of my family.”

Nigesu is one of the members of Cherkos 

identified to receive support and help in growing 

potatoes. By acquiring the skills and tools needed 

to grow his own food, Nigesu will hopefully be 

able to gain the independence and self-sufficiency 

he deserves.  

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” Matthew 25: 40

Poverty is personal Ethiopian 
Story
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Find out how becoming a regular giver can 

transform the lives of those trapped in the 

cycle of poverty 
 
allwecan.org.uk/nigesu
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Taking to the streets
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For years we have been told that we need to 

tackle this climate emergency by addressing 

our individual lifestyle choices and appealing 

to those in power. However, global emissions 

are increasing and we are still heading toward 

catastrophic global suffering.

Extinction Rebellion (XR) is a movement that,  

at its core, compels us to “tell the truth and act 

as though that truth is real” - to tell the truth 

about the climate emergency we face and take 

action which is proportionate to this threat. If we 

look back through history, change has happened 

because ordinary people have made the decision 

to get involved in acts of nonviolent direct action 

- a strategy which forces those in power to listen 

and act.

Holly Petersen 
Christian Climate Action

Radical 
Story

Christian Climate Action (CCA) is the Christian 

arm of XR. We worship, pray and cry together. 

We plan actions and grow hope together. We are 

inspired by a Christ who was not only arrested, 

but executed for standing up against injustice. 

Many members of CCA have been arrested for 

actions they have taken part in, however there 

are also many valued non-arrestable roles in the 

group as well. 

If you want to find out more you  

can visit Extinction Rebellion at 

rebellion.earth or Christian Climate 

Action at christianclimateaction.org
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Praying
our story

Kevin Snyman 
Minister and programme 
officer for the United 
Reform Church’s Global 
Justice and Partnerships.

Upending  
the normal

Jesus’ parables upend so much of what we 

think of as ‘normal.’ Why would Jesus ask 

us to cheat the system? Perhaps he reveals 

to us that there can be no equity within 

unjust economic structures. The manager 

(read: us) has upheld the system on behalf 

of the powerful. Jesus demands that he and 

we subvert it for the sake of the kin-dom. 

In so doing, we transform an economics of 

greed, scarcity and competition into one of 

abundance, reciprocity and love.

Turn any item you have available upside-

down (e.g. book, ledger, poster, photo, clock 

etc.) and hold it in full view…

‘God of surprises, you turn our normal 

world upside down. You ask the shrewd 

manager to subvert the economics of his 

day for the sake of the poorest. Help us 

upturn the tables of debt and injustice. May 

we rely on only You for our daily bread, and 

share in Your jubilant feast that is fullness of 

life. Amen.’

I Dream of a Church  
(Tune: Bard of Armagh or Streets of Laredo)

I dream of a church that joins in with God’s vision  

Of a people who live without counting the cost;  

She trusts in the Spirit of Christ Jesus’ mission  

Lifts up the oppressed with Good News for the lost. 

We sing in a church that joins  

in with God’s laughter  

Rejoicing in justice, and sharing freely:  

Turns over the tables of monied disasters  

An abundance of mirth in a new Jubilee. 

I pray for a church that joins in  

with God’s prancing  

In a swirling star-skirt made from  

bright cosmic sky:  

Like the prophets of old  

who lead people by dancing,  

Unafraid of the Pharaohs enthroned up on high. 

We work for a church that joins in  

with Christ’s caring  

As she shelters and loves the unloved refugee:  

A church that shines light on corruption,  

then daring  

To forgive and embrace in God’s comm-unity. 

Dear God, would you make us a people like Jesus,   

With his trust in your kingdom of unfailing grace:  

A travelling band of peculiar people  

On a journey t’wards joy and true life in this place. 

Kevin Snyman 
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Sometimes radical change takes time, endurance 

and commitment.  Over the last 15 years 

Stratford Methodist Church has been on an ‘Eco’ 

journey that began with the belief that matter 

matters to God.  

At the outset, the church carried out an audit of 

energy use and worked at reducing our energy 

consumption mainly through reducing, reusing 

and recycling.  

A small dedicated group of enthusiasts led the 

way from one initiative to the next; wrote an 

article in the church magazine every month 

to inform and encourage the congregation on 

green issues. They also inspired the church to 

include a number of significant ecologically 

based components in the 2013/14 church 

redevelopment scheme, such as solar panels, a 

heat source pump, the harvesting of rain water 

for the toilets, and zoned heating.

This scheme has resulted in a warm and welcoming 

building so much so that the usage of the premises 

by the congregation and the community has 

increased 100%. The energy bill has reduced 

by more than half and the carbon footprint has 

reduced from 40 tonnes of CO2 to 16 tonnes.  

We work with the A Rocha Eco Church scheme 

and have recently been given their Gold award.  

Eco Church helps resource congregations 

through providing information, support, 

encouragement and challenge – we recommend 

them as a partner on any eco journey.  

Over the years we have become increasingly 

aware that the ‘Eco’ journey is a fundamental part 

of Christian discipleship.

Becoming an eco church Our story: 
Action
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Small group activity

Kingdom living Our Story:
Together

Relax (5 mins):
If you ended up on a deserted island what are the 

three essentials you would want to have? 

Look back (10 mins): 
• Reflect on the week.

• What stood out for you?

• How did you feel about Nigesu’s story?  

• What has God been prompting you to think 

about this week?

 

Talk (20 mins): 
Luke 16:1-9

What’s radical about this story?

Paul Harcourt says: “Citizens of the 

Kingdom have a different set of values 

but are also preparing for a future.”  

What are these different values that 

citizens of the Kingdom have?

How do these values impact our day to 

day lives and interactions? 

How might they shape our interaction 

with the environment and the world 

around us? 

How can we be shrewd in our daily lives 

whilst honouring God? 

 

Pray (10 mins):
• Pray for Nigesu and his family. 

• Pray for each other.

Creative prayer: Use Kevin Snyman’s prayer 

suggestion of using different household objects 

upside down as you pray. Pray for them upright 

and the situations they represent now eg. A 

loaf of bread for those struggling to feed their 

families. Turn them upside down and pray for 

God’s kingdom to come in those situations.  

 

 

Dig (5 mins):
Could your church become an 

Eco Church? 

Download the initial survey and discuss 

what steps you would need to take to 

begin this journey.  

ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

Week Five 
Day 35
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Use this space for notes

Time to reflect

How can I 
turn injustice 
upside down?

Week Five 
Day 35
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Wow, who turns down an invitation to a feast? 

Luke 14: 16-24

The Great Banquet

Thelma Commey  
Methodist Youth President, 2019-20 

His Story
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I would love to say I sure wouldn’t. Picturing all my favourite foods 

on that table (plantain and jollof rice), very little would stop me from 

experiencing that joy. His guests were too busy. Busy with their own 

lives and agendas. They didn’t just miss out on great food but they 

denied this generous man their company. 
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Psalm 103

Read Psalm 103 
‘Praise the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, 

praise his holy name.’

Abounding love
Your Story W
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Spend time giving thanks to God. 

‘The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 

abounding in love.’

Who can you pray for today that needs God’s 

compassion and grace?

To whom could you demonstrate the abounding 

love of God?

Read Luke 14: 16-24 

What is the challenge for you in this story? 

Are you susceptible to making excuses 

and avoiding God? What do you need to 

say, ‘Yes!’ to today? 

‘Praise the Lord, all his heavenly hosts, you his  

servants who do his will.’

Ask God to reveal his will for your life. Where are 

you being called to love and serve?

Jesus, inviting us to his table, could often be denied 

our company. An opportunity to share fellowship 

with the one that gives us all is turned down due to 

a life that is full of busyness - busyness that is not 

always fruitfulness. Jesus also requires we bring 

nothing to the table but ourselves. Just like this 

generous man, he prepares every good thing freely 

for us. This is how God demonstrates grace to us – 

we don’t deserve a seat yet we are offered one. 

Through God’s grace, the table is opened to all. 

Those who took their opportunity for granted 

are stripped of the privilege and all are welcomed 

to the feast. Jesus, lays a table constantly, full of 

opportunity to be with him and of him. To eat of 

his bread and wine and to be filled with new life. 

We are invited to this table. Do we take this for 

granted today? Do we miss the invitation in a 

world where the table of success and fame seem 

much more attractive?

Jesus calls the ‘crippled’ and the ‘lame’ in our 

society to his table today. Such is the mercy of our 

loving God, that no person can be excluded from 

his grace, for any reason. We can all come to him, 

feast, and receive fullness of life.

Be encouraged to open up your table, like Jesus 

does, caring for all in society and living out the 

grace-filled gospel of Christ. 
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Fikerte and her family face the cycle of debt as 

they need a loan from the government to support 

them. In order to pay the interest on the loan, her 

husband works in Addis and sends money home. 

At the end of each year they have to repay the 

loan and then take out a new one. A continual 

cycle of debt. 

The only way for Fikerte and her family to break 

this cycle of debt is to be self-sufficient and have 

their own means of income. Working with All 

We Can’s partner Adheno has meant that she is 

starting to produce her own food, which she is 

then able to sell. 

Fikerte is beginning to see a future for herself and 

her family:

“My hope is to raise my children and teach them to 

the end of their school. And to make them able to 

help themselves.”

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and 
untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?” 
Isaiah 58:6 

Seeing the future Ethiopian 
Story
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How can you help break the cycle of debt 

for Fikerte and the many others who 

face similar situations? Read more about 

fundraising for All We Can:  
 
allwecan.org.uk/fikerte
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Changing the industry 
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Perceptions are changing. The world now 

understands that climate change is real; that the 

earth’s resources need to be managed and the 

responsibility for sustainable use of harvested 

materials is one we should all bear.

The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) are 

one organisation who are helping steer the 

print industry to be a better steward of these 

resources. It ensures forests are managed 

properly, regrowth encouraged and sustainable 

harvesting feeds into an industry where the users 

take equal responsibility for the materials used.

Nowadays almost all wood harvested for paper 

making in Europe is managed by the council, and 

the wider use of recycling has given more choice 

to the market place for new pulp papers, part 

recycled papers and 100% recycled papers. The 

use of soya based (vegetable) inks is now widely 

practised, reducing to almost zero the harmful 

chemicals that used to get into our water courses. 

Paper waste is collected and fed back into the 

process too. Fairtrade and similar organisations 

help monitor and manage the clothing side of the 

print industry, making ethically produced cotton 

Clive Mear 
Managing Director of the Christian Marketing and 
Fundraising agency Haynes Mear Communications

Radical 
Story

become more widely available and through 

demand, prices are reducing.

The need for single-use plastics within print is 

declining with alternative starch based substrates 

starting to appear for envelope windows, potato 

starch poly wraps for mailing periodicals and 

recyclable and biodegradable options available 

as alternative laminates and special finishes. 

All these industry changes in recent years are 

ensuring that the print industry is caring more 

for the environment, and bringing integrity to 

charities wanting to communicate with their 

supporters through the print medium, with 

minimal detrimental affect on our planet.

How could you reduce waste in your 

home or workplace? Where are the 

opportunities for you to make ethical 

choices? Discover some ideas at 

endpoverty2030.com/sdg12
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‘The crowds that went ahead of him and those 

that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”’

Prayer is already action 

As a way of being open to God it means that we 

are asking to be guided, to be informed, to be 

changed by God.

Prayer also leads to action  

Guided by God we may act differently than 

before, seek to influence others and to work with 

God to make the world a better place.

Action which is prayerful or prompted by prayer is 

needed more than ever when we see the climate 

changing, and human pollution of the earth having 

such damaging effects. 

Praying for the earth is not praying for the land, 

the air, the sea, the mountains, the forests, 

the deserts, the crops, as if all this happens 

independent of what actions we take. 

Let’s be clear: we are not in control. But let’s be 

clear too: God has entrusted us with much. The 

freedom we have is the freedom to deny God and 

to destroy the earth, as well as the freedom to 

contribute to the welcoming of a flourishing world. 

Creation is God’s loving risk. 

Pray. Act. Live with God. For the World

Prayers of Praise

Praying
our story

On Palm Sunday, the crowd gathered 

and declared, ‘Hosanna!’ A prayerful 

acclamation. As crowds gather around 

the world and in Glasgow, to seek a better 

future for our planet, can we pray prayers 

of praise?

Professor Clive Marsh 
Vice-President of the Methodist Conference
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Hospitality is a big business. The hospitality 

industry is the fourth largest industry in the 

UK, and the number of people visiting and 

interacting in cafés far outweighs those who are 

involved in church activities. In a society and 

culture where individualism is the dominant 

operating mode and where loneliness is rife, we 

mustn’t underestimate the role that hospitality 

can play in combating these cultural trends. 

Jesus’ words and actions frequently speak into 

this idea of hospitality, notably in his parable of 

the wedding banquet. However, the hospitality 

modelled here goes far beyond a comfortable 

coffee shop or the latest alternative dining 

experience. Jesus’ closing lines force those 

listening to thoughtfully reconsider who they are 

extending their hospitality to. Jesus is calling us not 

just to open our homes, businesses, friendships and 

hearts to those that are like us, but to consciously 

and intentionally seek to welcome and even 

compel those who are ‘different’ to us to come and 

join the banquet. In this, Jesus is encouraging us to 

remove the barriers that might exist between us 

and ‘the other’. 

Kahaila is a church earnestly trying to live out this 

message in our local communities of East London. 

The radical hospitality that Jesus is talking about 

here challenges us to think very carefully about how 

we invite, include and involve people of all areas 

of society. There is a saying that diversity is having 

a seat at the table, inclusion is having a voice, and 

belonging is having that voice be heard. Through our 

church, our cafés, and our charitable projects, we 

seek to live out our value of belonging by trying to 

give all people an opportunity to share their voice. 

Radical hospitality Our story: 
Action

  

Kahaila is a church,  

charity and coffee shop  

in East London. 

“Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go 
out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the 
crippled, the blind and the lame.’” Luke 14: 21
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Small group activity

Hospitality together Our Story:
Together

Relax (5 mins):
Who would be your ideal dinner guests and why? 

They can be living or dead. Max of 3! 

Look back (10 mins): 
Reflect on the week.

• What stood out for you?

• What did we learn from Fikerte about 

Ethiopia?  

• What has God been prompting you to think 

about this week?

 

Talk (20 mins): 
Luke 14: 16-24

• Focus in on the role hospitality plays in this 

story. 

• How does the concept of hospitality feed 

into our reflections and actions surrounding 

the climate crisis?

• Are we being hospitable to our planet and 

the people we share it with?

• As we delve deeper into this story, what  

do we discover about our own busyness?

• How is this affecting the way we live and  

the relationship we have with the earth? 

• What’s radical about this week’s story? 

• How can we live more radically in  

our context? 

 

Pray (10 mins):
• Pray for Fikerte and the cycle of debt to be 

broken for herself and others in Cherkos. 

• Pray for each other.

• Ask God to guide you, inform you and  

change you. 

• Pray for the FSC and other organisations 

who are trying to help guide people to more 

ecological and sustainable ways of working. 

 

Creative prayer: Use items commonly found on 

the table during the meal to be prayer aids. e.g. An 

empty plate – for those who face another meal 

without food or very little; a glass – for those who 

need clean water and the organisations working to 

bring water sanitation where it is needed. 

 

 

Dig (5 mins):
To whom are you extending 

hospitality? 

Kahaila suggested we should all 

consciously and intentionally seek to 

welcome and even compel those who 

are ‘different’ to us to come and join the 

banquet. What would that look like in 

your context? Discuss the ways you could 

live this out.

Week Six 
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Use this space for notes

Time to reflect

How is my 
relationship 

with the 
planet 

changing?
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Luke 15: 11-32

The Prodigal Son

Revd Elis Matthews 
Spoken word artist in residence for All We Can and 
Church of England Vicar in West London. 

His Story
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In verse 24 of Luke chapter 15

Jesus describes a remarkable scene

A father embraces his prodigal son

cries / ‘Carve up the calf, get the party begun!

What was dead is alive, what was lost is now found’

The story has radically turned right around.

For this son, the one wearing the coat and the ring

had not long ago flown the nest, jacking it in

with a wad of cash (wealth he was due to inherit)

swiped from his father’s warm hands without merit

 this jack-the-lad / windbag, 

 went with his sinful windfall

  like swag / like loot

giving a two-finger salute

to his crestfallen father

swaggering into the far country

leaving behind mother, father and older brother

to go and do ‘this, that and the other.’

‘Dissolute living’ it says in the bible

Maybe Luke didn’t want to be sued for libel

A tabloid fiasco of vice and excess

The prodigal squanders his wealth / saying yes

to the wrong sort of stuff and the wrong kind of crowd

Life and soul of the party / but just as the proud

tend to fall from the pedestal they have accepted

this story of glory turns / as you’ve suspected / 

as a famine kicks in and the prodigal goes

from the highest of heights to the lowest of lows

from playboy to pigsty, from penthouse to poo

and he’s hungry and scrawny and destitute too

and he craves the pigs’ pods and he envies the slaves

and he rues the bad moves and bad choices he’s made

and he thinks of his father and laments his grave sin

and he comes to himself and he gasps ‘I give in...

‘I will go to my father and fall at his knees

and I’ll say “I have sinned against you / father / please

take me into your household and I’ll be a hired hand

and I’ll wait at your table and I work on your land...”
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Psalm 96

Read Psalm 96 
‘Sing to the Lord a new song.’

Singing a new song
Your Story
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Do you have a favourite hymn or song? Sing it as a 

prayer today.  

The psalms are filled with words of praise. 

Today, make a list of the things you would like to 

praise and thank God for. Perhaps you could keep 

this list going throughout the day. 

Read Luke 14: 16-24 

Who do you most identify with in this 

story and why? How would you explain 

this example of love and forgiveness 

to someone who doesn’t know Jesus? 

Which part of the story has the biggest 

impact on you and why?  

But a hand puts paid to his pre-prepared speech.

It’s his father’s / it’s trembling / and slowly he reaches

across the divide, lifts his son to his feet

with a tear in his eye / and my heart skips a beat

when I think of the look in the prodigal’s face /

an improbable story of radical grace

‘What was dead is alive, what was lost is now found’

A story God radically turns right around.

And if this is a story of what God is like

we can look for that grace in a climate school strike

or a coffee co-operative, an extraordinary gift

or the strangers we see on the bus, in the lift,

on the street, at the market / you know, we can be

the great transformation we’re longing to see.

‘What was dead is alive, what was lost is now found’

With God’s ALL

          WE 

        CAN radically turn things around.

Watch Elis’ spoken word here:  
 
allwecan.org.uk/prodigal
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Tesfaye lives with three of his five children 

in Cherkos. The change in climate led to the 

challenge of having enough food to feed the 

whole family. The potato project in Cherkos has 

meant that Tesfaye and his family are beginning 

to have enough food for them all. He told us that 

before they learned to farm potatoes,  

 

“We didn’t produce enough food for the whole year 

because of the weather conditions. The government 

supported us to fill that gap with aid.”

Tesfaye wants to share his expertise with others 

and help them the way he has been helped.  He 

thrives on being able to provide for his family. The 

skills he has learnt means that Tesfaye is hopeful 

that he and his family are equipped to face the 

changing landscape of farming in Cherkos. 

“We will get more knowledge, more skills. We will 

improve. We will not go back to the past.” 

Matthew 25: 35  
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink.” 

Tesfaye’s Story Ethiopian 
Story
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On this day when we remember Jesus’ 

crucifixion and look upon the sins of 

the world, we lament, and we pray for 

resurrection. What ways have you noticed 

the impact of climate change in your 

community? Find out how you can support 

people like Tesfaye as they face first-hand 

the challenge of the climate crisis. 

allwecan.org.uk/get-involved
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Climate justice
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Development work takes on many shapes and 

sizes as the diverse and innovative work of All 

We Can demonstrates. 

Living in Bangladesh I have recently being 

involved in an unusual project which includes 

teaching children to swim. Rising tides caused 

by changes in weather patterns means regular 

flash floods come quickly and unexpectedly, 

bringing danger and devastation. Children are 

extremely vulnerable to drowning; parcels of 

shoreline literally just fall into the river and vast 

areas of land are regularly covered in water. 

In this little community in rural Bangladesh, 

increasing water levels and flooding are causing 

human devastation and destroying the livelihoods 

of the poorest. When land is lost and homes 

are destroyed by flooding, this has a knock on 

effect on so many other issues including food 

production, health, economic security, education 

and peace.  

A recent report from Oxfam highlighted that 

the poorest 50% of people are responsible for 

just 10% of the issues caused by climate change. 

Essentially, those who have contributed least 

to climate change are the same people who are 

impacted most. Climate change is not just about 

saving our planet, it is also a matter of justice for 

the world’s poorest people. 

When we look at the problems and loss that 

climate change brings, it is difficult to not draw 

Richard Bradbury 
Works with communities in Bangladesh and oversees a 
leadership development programme for The Salvation 
Army across South Asia.

Radical 
Story

parallels with the Prodigal Son, who needlessly 

squandered all the things he had inherited. 

There is a danger that the wealthier people and 

countries in the world are living with selfish 

values and reckless behaviours that destroy what 

we have inherited and jeopardise what we pass 

down to future generations. 

Thankfully, the Prodigal Son ‘came to his senses’ 

and shows a willingness to change his ways. As we 

reflect on climate change, it should be our prayer 

that we, along with all people across the world, 

would also come to our senses and realise that 

there is a better way. As individuals we need to 

make those important changes, but we also need 

to urgently raise our voices to radically change 

the story for the world’s poorest and bring justice 

across the world. 

As the Prodigal Son returns to father and 

experiences nothing but love, so we can show 

the same radical love by displaying a heart for 

justice and by caring for the climate constrained 

world in which we all live to bring healing and 

reconciliation.

Week Seven 
Day 46



Dear Secretary of State

We know that we all need to do much more to  

respond to the environmental emergency. That’s 

why I’m asking you to ensure Net Zero targets are 

met domestically. (See more overleaf)
 

Yours sincerely

#NetZero 
allwecan.org.uk   jointpublicissues.org.uk



The Climate Change Committee has told the UK 
government that ‘setting a Net Zero GHG target 
and aiming to meet it domestically is the next step 
for the UK to keep leading by example.’ However, 
the government has not yet committed to ensuring 
we meet Net Zero solely through domestic actions.
We call on you to put in place urgent and ambitious 
actions that are compatible with achieving national 
targets, without resorting to offsets. Climate change 
is real and requires genuine solutions rather than 
accounting fixes.

Too often the developing world has had to pay the 
environmental and social cost of our pollution. 
As the UK hosts COP26 (Conference of the 
Parties) in 2020, we must show leadership by 
taking responsibility not to export UK emissions 
reductions.

allwecan.org.uk

We stand with you. 
Send a message to the  
people of Cherkos:

facebook instagram twitter @allwecanuk  All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development  

Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691. 

Yours sincerely,
 

Title:              First name:

 

Surname:

 

Address

   

  Postcode:

 

Telephone:

 

If you would like to receive updates by email from All 

We Can and JPIT, please enter your email here (you can 

unsubscribe at any time).

 

Email:

We promise to never sell or swap your details and you can 

change your preferences at any time. Your details will be used 

by All We Can to send you occasional updates about their 

work and how you can support them. If you would prefer not 

to receive updates from All We Can by post, please tick here 

 

Title:              First name:

 

Surname:

 

Address

   

  Postcode:

 

Telephone:

 

If you would like to receive updates by email from All We 

Can please enter your email here (you can unsubscribe at 

any time).

 

Email:

We promise to never sell or swap your details and you can 

change your preferences at any time. Your details will be used 

by All We Can to send you occasional updates about their 

work and how you can support them. If you would prefer not 

to receive updates from All We Can by post, please tick here 

Please enclose this form in an envelope and send it to:  All We Can, 25 Marylebone Road, London, NW1 5JR

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development Fund, 

a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691. 

JPIT - The Joint Public Issues Team: Baptist, Methodist, United Reformed 

Churches and Church of Scotland working together for justice and peace



I would like to make a one-off gift to help families like Nigesu’s and Fikerte’s. 

Fill out the form below or visit allwecan.org.uk/radical

£18 could provide a family like Fikerte’s with potato seeds – ensuring healthy harvests  
to help beat hunger.

Here’s my choice of gift:  £18  £36  £54  My own choice £

I enclose a cheque or postal order made payable to All We Can OR

Please debit my VISA/ VISA DEBIT/ MASTERCARD/ MAESTRO  (please indicate which)

Card No.

Valid from

Signature Date

Expiry Issue No
(Maestro only)

Maestro only

Contact Details 

Title:                   First Name:      Last Name:                 

Address:                                                                    

                                                                                                  

Postcode:     Telephone:                                                                                    

If you would like to receive updates by email about our work and how you can donate to us, please enter your  

email here (you can unsubscribe at any time).

Email:        

All We Can holds your details to thank you for your gift, process Gift Aid, to send you occasional updates about  

our work and how you can support us. If you would prefer not to receive these updates by post, please tick here 
We promise to never sell or swap your details and you can change your preferences at anytime by contacting us 

using the details on the back of this booklet. Please contact us if you move or wish to stop giving through Gift Aid. 

To find out more about how All We Can use and protect personal data visit allwecan.org.uk/privacy

Thank you. Please return this form to 
All We Can, 25 Marylebone Road, London, NW1 5JR

As well as sharing your message with the All We Can team, we’d love to share it, anonymously, with other supporters.  
Please tick here if you’d prefer us not to do this 

Share your hopes for radically changing the story: 

I am a UK taxpayer and would like All We Can to treat all donations I have made for the four years prior 
to this year and all donations from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid donations unless I notify you 
otherwise. I understand that if I pay less income tax and/or capital gains tax than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Gift Aid. Make your gift give more

Signature: Date:
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I am a UK taxpayer and would like All We Can to treat all donations I have made for the four years prior 
to this year and all donations from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid donations unless I notify you 
otherwise. I understand that if I pay less income tax and/or capital gains tax than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Gift Aid. Make your gift give more

Account Number Sort code

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society

To the manager of                                                 Bank / Building Society

Address                                                                Postcode                               

Signature(s)                                                                    Date                                   

Name(s) of account holder(s):                                                                  

Signature: Date:

Please pay All We Can Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction, subject to the safeguards assured by the 

Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with All We Can and, if so, details will be passed 

electronically to my Bank/Building Society.

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions from some types of account. All We Can Direct Debits are 

administered by the Charities Aid Foundation (CAF). 

Service user number 6 9 1 2 1 3

As a regular supporter, All We Can holds your details to thank you for your gift, process Gift Aid, to send you occasional 

updates about our work and how you can support us. If you would prefer not to receive these updates by post, please 

tick here . We promise to never sell or swap your details and you can change your preferences at anytime by 

contacting us using the details on the back of this booklet. Please contact us if you move or wish to stop giving through 

Gift Aid. To find out more about how All We Can use and protect personal data visit allwecan.org.uk/privacy

Thank you. Please return this form to All We Can, 25 Marylebone Road, London, NW1 5JR

Yes, I would like to join others in making a regular gift to All We Can. 
Fill out the form below or visit allwecan.org.uk/radical 

I would like to make a monthly gift of £13   £18  Other amount   £ 

starting on the 1st       or 15th   day of  (month)

Contact Details 

Title:                   First Name:      Last Name:                      

Address:           

                                                                                   

Postcode:     Telephone:                                                                                         

If you would like to receive updates by email about our work and how you can donate to us, please enter your 

email here (you can unsubscribe at any time).

Email:                                                            
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The difference we 
can make together

Standing together with families like 
Nigesu’s, we can change the story.

Around the world, people facing poverty and 

injustice, often made worse by the impact of the 

climate crisis, are working hard to fulfil their 

potential. Your regular gift could help them 

radically change their story.

Please help people take control of their lives 

by setting up a regular gift to All We Can. A 

commitment from you will help support more 

life-changing initiatives and give hope to so many 

who are struggling to survive each day due to the 

climate crisis.

 

£13 a month could provide seeds and 

training in potato farming, providing 

families like Nigesu’s with food to eat.

 

Standing together with people in the poorest 

communities, we can make a real difference and 

begin to radically change the story. To thank 

you for your generosity, you’ll receive messages 

from the people you are supporting and the 

communities where you are helping to make 

change. We’ll also send you a badge to wear with 

pride: a symbol that you are standing together 

with people working hard for a better life.

Thank you for your support



allwecan.org.uk/radical

facebook instagram twitter @allwecanuk

020 7467 5132  

All We Can,  
25 Marylebone Road,  
London, NW1 5JR, UK

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691. 

All We Can is an international development and emergency 

relief organisation. Focusing on those in greatest need, it has 

always been inspired by Christian principles and is an integral 

part of the Methodist family.

Our purpose 

All We Can helps find solutions to poverty by engaging with local people 

and organisations in some of the world’s poorest communities to end the 

suffering caused by inequality and injustice.

The donations that you make will be put to work improving the lives of some 

of the world’s poorest people, not only helping them to provide for their 

families’ basic needs but helping them to fulfil their God-given potential.


