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Welcome to Let Wisdom Speak. All We 
Can are proud to be partnering with 
Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB) 
this year to bring you a devotional full of 
wisdom from women around the world. 

At a time when women and girls are especially 

impacted by the global pandemic and the 

subsequent economic fallout, All We Can 

and Methodist Women in Britain are even 

more committed to amplifying female voices, 

supporting female-led and centred partnerships, 

and listening to the women who are leading in 

their various fields. 

Whilst we have all been questioning what our 

next steps are, as we emerge from a period of 

time unlike any before, we want to seek the 

guidance of Wisdom and learn from her. This 

devotional is an opportunity to open our ears, 

eyes and hearts to find out what Wisdom wants 

to say; here and now. 

You will have the opportunity to hear about the 

projects supported by All We Can’s local partners 

in Zimbabwe that are especially focused around 

female community members – from farming to 

basket weaving. You will meet the women at the 

centre of those projects and hear the impact that 

your support has had on their lives.  

Our prayer for you today is that you will let 

Wisdom speak into your life during this season 

and find hope in the stories of Wisdom at work 

around the world. 

Your week will follow this pattern: 

Wisdom reflections – Leaders from  

a range of backgrounds will share  

their piece of wisdom for this moment 

in time. 

Wisdom from Zimbabwe – Stories 

from the community members working 

with All We Can’s local partners in 

Zimbabwe. These are taken from 

interviews collected in November 2020. 

Wisdom of partnership – Some of All 

We Can’s local partners in Malawi, 

Uganda and Zimbabwe share their 

wisdom and experiences. 

Wisdom of MWiB – An opportunity  

to hear wisdom gleaned from a range 

of voices from Methodist Women  

in Britain.

Wisdom into action – Ideas for 

turning the knowledge of wisdom into 

meaningful actions.

Wisdom through prayer – A short 

prayer based on one of the focus Bible 

passages from the week. 

Rest – A Bible verse to meditate  

on and/or colour in as you embrace  

the Sabbath. 

We pray that God will bless you as you  

journey through this season and that  

Wisdom will speak powerfully. 

All We Can: Let Wisdom Speak 
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For me, the message that keeps coming into 

my heart is God’s insistence that we are one 

humanity and that the things that seem to divide 

us: nationalism, politics, gender identity, ethnic 

background, are not as important as the fact that 

we are all here because God willed it into being. 

We are God’s family and things can only work for 

the good of all when we live out that truth.

I have served God, as a Methodist presbyter in 

three very different contexts, Britain, Jamaica, 

and Ireland. So, I have known what it feels like 

to be a stranger far from home and a stranger in 

the place that I call home. Being on the outside 

looking in, is a bruising and painful experience. 

Therefore, I am always concerned for those who 

are made to feel like aliens because of religious 

affiliation, economic pressures or global politics. 

Yet, I see God, in Scripture, seeking to bring the 

marginalised and the dispossessed back into the 

very centre so that they too might enjoy fullness 

of life.

There are so many Bible verses which reinforce my 

belief that God seeks to bring the disregarded into 

the heart of God’s love and into the heart of our 

communities. However I feel that John 3: 16 is one 

of the main anchors. ‘For God so loved the world…’ 

It all begins with God’s love for the world, for 

humanity, for creation and we have to mirror that 

love in all that we say and in all that we do.

What does God’s love for the world look like in the 

refugee camps? What does it mean to mirror the 

love of God when we see polluted oceans and the 

rising sea levels afflicting island nations?  

I think we should be asking the Holy Spirit to  

reveal what God’s love means in every situation  

we daily face:

God, what should your love look like to 

this homeless person on the street?

God, what should your love look like in 

the fight for climate justice?

God, what should your love look like as 

I encounter someone with different life 

experiences to my own?

If we pray for a greater understanding of  

God's love for this world, God will show us  

the face of Wisdom.

  One  humanity
Revd Sonia Hicks, President of the  
Methodist Conference (2021-22)

In a world where there are competing voices for our attention, it is hard to hear 
the wisdom of the Holy Spirit within. As Elijah discovered, the voice of God does 
not come to us necessarily in the dramatic moments or the hustle and bustle of life. 
Often, it is in the stillness of our existence or in the beauty of nature.

02.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflectionWelcome: 

Listen to Wisdom

‘Wisdom cries out in the st reet; in 
the squares she raises her voice.’ 
Proverbs 1:20 (NRSV)
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However today, I feel compelled to write about 

the shift that’s happened in my life. Throughout 

my childhood, there was a small, golden plaque 

that sat on top of the television in my parents’ 

living room which read, ‘Be still and know that I am 

God’ (Psalm 46:10)

It’s one of those verses that’s always been in 

the background but over the past two years has 

become more of a reality.

I’ve gone from serving and doing to being.

 I’m naturally a do-er. I can literally fill a WHOLE 

day with cleaning, washing, cooking, folding 

clothes, taking the kids out, come home, cook 

again, do do do… and not sit down until well into 

the evening! My life can be a slippery slope of 

doing and not a lot of being. It comes as no surprise 

that for years I’ve served in church, I mean really 

served. Early mornings set ups, three service 

Sundays, youth nights, team meetings, connect 

groups, leading kids church and smelling countless 

poo filled nappies! Serving in church is a privilege 

but just before Covid-19 hit, there was a shift.

We decided to step down from our leadership 

position serving the kids team. I felt God saying, 

The phrase became popular quite recently in 

association with the ‘Me Too’ movement but my 

bag is old. It isn’t quite as old though, as the biblical 

account of Jesus’ encounter with a Syrophoenician 

woman recorded in the gospel of Matthew chapter 

15 and in Mark’s gospel chapter 7. 

Here is an account par excellence of a woman 

persisting in seeking help for her daughter from 

Jesus. Persistence is an interesting quality to 

encounter in people; sometimes women who 

are persistent are labelled ‘nags’ and men 

who persist are described as, ‘determined’. 

Sometimes those with most power who persist 

are described as focused and those less powerful 

and privileged who persist in trying to get over 

a point are described as, ‘obsessed and having a 

single issue agenda’. 

So what do we learn in the gospels about Jesus’ 

attitude to those who are persistent?  The story 

of the Syrophoenician woman asking for help for 

her daughter from Jesus is about many things – it 

is about love and about being an outsider seeking 

‘It’s not about what you do but who you are- so 

just be you’. I simply needed to be still and know 

that God was God. That He had the team, the kids, 

the parents, and the ministry in His hands.

Despite a shift in gear, I believe that God still 

wanted to use the gifts he’d placed in me, my 

God given identity to bless and ‘serve’ those 

around me. The gift of connecting with people 

and encouragement. Maybe, just maybe, that was 

enough. My challenge was to move from all the 

doing and allow myself just to be. At church and at 

home…be the Joanna God created and allow Him 

to use that to serve His church and His people.

I needed to pause.

If you are a natural do-er like me, I want to 

encourage you to pause, and just be…even for 

a moment. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the 

wonderful, unique gifts he’s woven into your 

being… and just be those things! Be in His 

presence…allow the doing to come from an 

overflow of your be-ing! Be still and know that 

He is God. Trust that the world isn’t going to 

come crashing down if you stop doing but that He 

desires more than anything to be with you, and 

for you to be you!

help from one who looks initially like someone 

with power and privilege. It is also clearly about 

persistence. This mother does not give up when 

she is initially told there is no place at the table 

for her or her daughter. To be frank, this is a very 

challenging passage. Is Jesus repeating to this 

woman a saying he was taught in his family and 

community that suggests that those who do not 

belong to Israel are to be seen as ‘dogs under the 

table’.  That appears to be a racial slur. Is Jesus 

being ironic? Or is Jesus aware of what everyone 

else present is thinking and wants them to see 

how far he will go to include? I do not know and 

refuse to take refuge in easy answers. 

What I do know is that Jesus listens to this woman. 

He listens to her hurt and to her longing for her 

daughter to be restored to health and to flourish and 

grow.  He appreciates her wit and her words – and 

these, he says, lead to her daughter’s healing. I do 

know that the earliest community around Jesus had 

women like this, a persistent outsider, in their midst 

and central to their life. The Kingdom of God is a 

radical space – may the Church learn to be so bold. 

From doing to being
Shepersisted

Joanna Adeyinka-Burford, TV presenter,  
actress, and author.  

Revd Helen Cameron, Chair of the Northampton 
District of the Methodist Church

If someone had asked me to write a devotional 18 months ago, I might’ve written 
about becoming a TV presenter, how God opened crazy doors, his incredible favour, 
and my unshakable trust in Him.

I have a canvas bag hanging on the back of my kitchen door. It is red, it 
is useful for many different activities and I am very fond of it because a 
friend, who I value for her personal qualities, gave it to me. The bag has 
some words sewn onto it – they say,

‘She was warned and was given an explanation 
nevertheless, she persisted’.

04.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection

03.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection
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Picture the wisest person you know. Part of their 

wisdom will be in their ability to not self-promote 

the wisdom they carry. Their route to wisdom 

has probably been marked by challenges and 

reflection, learning and growth. 

Before we can turn wisdom into action, we must 

earnestly seek it. When we lack wisdom, James 

reminds us, we should ask God for it. The gift of 

wisdom is that she will show up when asked. 

Today, as you enter into this Lenten season, the 

action we can take is to pray for wisdom. To ask 

God for the provision and presence of wisdom in 

our lives. To follow the example of Jesus and pray. 

God of wisdom, thank you that when we are in need 

we can come to you, our arms and hearts open. Fully 

known by you; fully seen. Please send us wisdom, we 

are desperate for her. You are generous and loving. 

Please meet this need in us. Amen. 

   Begin 
with prayer
‘If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to you.’  
James 1: 5

06.03.22 
Rest

05.03.22 
Wisdom 
into action
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Wisdom can feel like an intangible thing quite often. It isn’t evident until it is called 
upon. It has a mystery around it; an aura. 

Write the ways you want to 

show wisdom and understanding 

throughout Lent: 

Psalm 46: 10
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Shupikai, a farmer who works with  

All We Can’s local partner HEFO, in  

Nkayi, Zimbabwe.  

 

Read Shupikai’s story on p10. 

Photo: Tendai Marima/ All We Can.

Your support 

is vital. 
Give today at  

allwecan.org.uk/wisdom

A few years ago, we watched an amazing film 

called Hidden Figures.  It tells the real-life story 

of African American women mathematicians/

computers who play a vital role in the NASA 

space programme of the 1960s.  The film focuses 

on how they made significant contributions 

while simultaneously overcoming barriers 

of race and gender.  It was clear that they 

supported and cheered one another on in 

the process.  It’s an amazing and inspiring 

watch and if you haven’t done so, do try 

and watch it with your friends or family!

Hidden Figures resonates with the story of the 

Daughters of Zelophehad, first mentioned in 

Numbers 27, who were hidden and unknown.  In 

one sense this is hardly surprising as women in 

Old (and New) Testament cultures were seldom 

promoted and generally ‘sentenced’ to invisibility 

and life in the shadows.

There are many cultures and subcultures today 

that continue to hold the belief that women 

and girls are best kept hidden.  However, when 

the gifts of women and girls do emerge their 

contributions are often transformative.

‘Hidden Figures’ such as Zelophehad’s Daughters 

are a reminder that when we, as women, work 

effectively together, we are ‘innovative’ and do 

things that have never been done before.  We are 

also ‘unconventional’ and do things in ways others 

would never expect.  In addition, these empowering 

sisters remind us that we are stronger together.  

Both Cham and I (Kate) know that neither of us 

would be here today if it wasn’t for each other, the 

people we have around us and the people God has 

placed along our individual life journeys.  There are 

opportunities we would have missed; challenges 

we might not have faced and decisions we wouldn’t 

have taken if it hadn’t been for these people.  

In this story, all five sisters presented themselves 

to Moses at the Tent of Meeting to plead their 

case.  It takes great courage to stand before the 

gatekeepers of historic traditions as they did to 

propose alternative ways forward.  

Women who lead either on purpose or even by 

‘accident’ can transform life for all those who 

follow.  In this, as always, we will be stronger 

together just like the Daughters of Zelophehad! 

St ronger 
Together
Revd Dr Kate Coleman, founding director of Next Leadership 

and Revd Cham Kaur-Mann, co-director of Next Leadership. 

07.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection

‘The daughters of Zelophehad son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of 
Makir, the son of Manasseh, belonged to the clans of Manasseh son of Joseph.’  
Numbers 27: 1 

Throughout the course of our work and ministry, we are privileged to interact with 
extraordinary leaders like the ones mentioned in Numbers 27:1-8.  And, of course, 
Zelophehad’s daughters are leaders because they did what leaders do, they changed the 
status quo!  Yet their story is relatively unknown…  



‘When my husband died in 2016, I felt like I was 

nowhere. I almost went a little mad and it was a 

tough time for me, but I met other women from 

the Rural Women’s Assembly (a local group) who 

told me about HEFO. I started learning about 

farming through HEFO, I started digging holes 

in the ground, I’ve dug all around my plot and 

although water is a challenge in this area, people 

still encouraged me to continue. The type of holes 

I’m digging help to retain more water so I’ve been 

able to grow small grains like sorghum and rapoko 

and these things have given me money to look 

after my children… 

‘I saw changes in my life from the time I started 

participating in HEFO’s program, I’m not even 

looking for a man to come and uplift me in life, 

I’m already doing it with HEFO’s help. I don’t 

worry about next term’s fees or other extras we 

may need in life. I really thank HEFO for their 

assistance because I never would have made 

it. I was alone here in this village without many 

relatives but these people from HEFO were  

my support…

Big dreams
08.03.22 
Wisdom 
from Zimbabwe
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Shupikai lives in Nkayi, Zimbabwe. Nkayi is a dry, rural district that has faced big 
challenges due to the climate crisis. Shupikai shares how joining HEFO’s agriculture 
and farming project has changed her circumstances. HEFO (Health Education Food 
Organisation) are All We Can’s local partner working with communities like Nkayi 
to develop sustainable farming practices. 
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‘My dreams are to have a big harvest and with 

God’s help I will have enough money to start 

digging contour ridges so I can create an irrigation 

system…It pains me to see it raining and water 

just flows past my house, I could catch that water 

and do something with it. 

‘I have a wish to uplift my children so they do 

better in life, it’s a big dream but I think I can do it.’

International Women’s Day is  

celebrated on 8 March. How can you 

celebrate and uplift the women in your 

life and community? 

Join All We Can’s International Women’s 

Day Zoom event, Tuesday 8th March at 

7pm. Sign up for your place at  

allwecan.org.uk/lentgroup

Put simply, stories are vital to how we learn and 

how we perceive the world. 

It is therefore frustrating when you don’t see 

yourself reflected in these stories. It sometimes 

feels like women were created in the 1800s or 

else were just extras in the great history of man. 

Even today the stories of women are overlooked, 

dismissed, undervalued and cut short by sexism, 

misogyny and Gender Based Violence. We see this 

time and time again in the Bible or in the way we tell 

it. Women being abused, ignored and overlooked for 

the part they played in the greatest story ever told. 

This is not God’s plan, or the way God views the 

world, this is something put in place by centuries 

of discrimination against women. Yet, if we look 

behind the narrative we have always been told 

we see some incredible women. We find the first 

evangelist speaking to Jesus at the well, the women 

who stand by Jesus right to the very end, the first 

people to know of the miracle of the resurrection, 

we find Esther saving the Jewish people from 

genocide, and Rizpa standing up for the rights and 

dignity of the dead. And even behind the stories we 

find where women are hurt and abused we also find 

God is the stillness telling them that they are seen, 

they are known, and they are loved. 

As Christians we too often shy away from the 

stories of women in the Bible, scared of what they 

say or just read them through the patriarchal lens 

in which they are written, but if we continue to do 

this we will silence not only those women in the 

Bible but also the women in our pews. If all we talk 

about are the polite obliging women in the Bible as 

background characters, what example do we set for 

women in the church and the girls growing up and 

learning their moral code from church and Sunday 

school? If women can’t see themselves and their 

experiences in the Bible and Christian teaching, 

they are unlikely to feel comfortable, confident or 

safe in churches or Christian settings. It is vital that 

we start to tell the stories of women throughout 

history, and look beyond the patriarchal narratives 

we read in the Bible to see the truth that God loves, 

cares for and values all people including women. 

God wants everyone to fulfil their true potential in 

our churches, in our communities and in our world, 

so let’s tell that story. 

The importance of 
stories and why it is 
time to tell hers 
Rachel Allison, is the Helen Kim Memorial Scholar for the 
Europe – Britain and Ireland Area of the World Federation of 
Methodist and Uniting Church Women (2016-21). 

The Bible is full of amazing stories and Jesus used stories/parables to explain God’s 
vision for the world and teach us how to live our lives. We tell stories and fairy tales 
to children to teach them morals, we tell ourselves stories to explain history and 
politicians, advertisers and many others use narratives and stories to convince us of 
a whole host of things. 

09.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection

Rachel has written the MWiB’s Easter Offering service for 2022 – Tell Her Story, Tell Our Story – you can order your own 
resources to participate in the service at methodistpublishing.org.uk



From Zubo’s perspective, ‘leadership means 

service’; service to the neediest in society.  As the 

saying goes, there is always light at the end of the 

tunnel; so we should hope for the better as we go 

through these historic experiences in the context 

of this Covid-19 pandemic.  

Life has never been the same. Covid-19 brought 

new way of life, specifically to rural women.  As 

an organisation spearheading women’s economic 

empowerment, it has been overwhelming to 

see all the gains made over the past years being 

reversed by the effect of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Saddening to see children seated at home without 

any more education as online lessons have being 

a nightmare due to lack of gadgets (computers, 

laptops) to use.

We are grateful to All We Can for supporting 

Zubo during the trying times of Covid-19.  The 

support that went towards awareness raising 

campaigns and PPE brought about high levels of 

awareness and therefore efforts were made by 

the community to mitigate the possible impact of 

the pandemic by observing all the health protocols 

announced by the Government of Zimbabwe and 

WHO.  Without this support, Covid-19 would have 

Leadershipmeans service

10.03.22 
Wisdom of 
partnership
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Zubo Trust is one of All We Can’s partners, promoting women advancement 
in Binga District of Zimbabwe. Binga is one of the least developed districts in 
Zimbabwe, with women and children being among the poorest of the poor. Women 
have been excluded in the development realm for many decades.   

immensely affected most of the women that we 

work with.  Before our intervention, there was a 

serious information gap between what Covid-19 is 

and what the community believed.  

During the national lockdown, sharing the word 

of the Lord in our homes was at the centre stage 

and that continues, even as restrictions have been 

lifted in Zimbabwe. Devotion and meditation 

uplifts one’s soul. For the Bible in Psalms Chapter 

112 verse 4-7 (Gideon International Version) 

says:  ‘Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; he 

is gracious, merciful, and righteous. It is well with the 

man who deals generously and lends; who conducts 

his affairs with justice.  For the righteous will never be 

moved; he will be remembered forever.’

As a leader, it is important to be a wise woman. For 

the Bible again says in Proverbs chapter 14 verse 

1(KJV):  ‘Every wise woman buildeth her house, but 

the foolish plucketh it down with her hands.’      

Leaders should truly believe in God and never  

lose hope. In conclusion, our request to you 

as supporters is that you continue to pray for 

us to stick to our values and vision despite the 

difficulties encountered.
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Where do we begin? 

It may feel counter-intuitive but what if we begin 

by looking back? Much like the famous poem 

Footprints, we look back at our lives and don’t just 

look for when we were carried but also where we 

were accompanied. God’s presence in the midst of 

each moment. The beautiful and brutal. The mix 

of joy and grief being interwoven into one story. 

How can we demonstrate wisdom if we do not 

carry the lessons we are being taught?

We have all experienced so much loss and  

grief, shifts in circumstances, changes to  

routines and tasks. 

Today, let us prayer for God’s wisdom to help us 

see where God has been present throughout it all. 

Loving God, you never leave us. You see each success 

and each failure. Help us to recognise your presence 

in all moments of our lives. Help us to look back and 

collect the wisdom you have been teaching us. Amen.   

Look back 
Rosemary Cumanzala, Executive Director  
of Zubo Trust, Zimbabwe. 

Zubo Trust have been in partnership with All We Can since 2018. Zubo Trust is a female-led, non-profit organisation 
working with women in the Zambezi Valley of Zimbabwe. Zubo Trust provides women with training in basket weaving, 

leadership and communication skills, increasing their economic and personal security. 

11.03.22 
Wisdom 
into action

‘Who is wise and understanding among you?  
Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done 
in the humility that comes from wisdom.’  
James 3: 13

The Bible has plenty to say about faith and works. We cannot have one without the 
other. Here, in James, we find that wisdom is also linked to action. We demonstrate 
wisdom through our life, our actions, and with humility. 

As you look back, note down 

where you can see God at work? 

Where were you accompanied? 

You can look back at the history of  

All We Can and discover more about  

its roots. Learn more at:  

allwecan.org.uk/about

All We Can: Let Wisdom Speak



12.03.22 
Wisdom  
of prayer
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Based on Psalm 121

Dear God,
I lift up my eyes,
Drawing them back to focus on you. 
I look behind me to see the trail of my life.
Where were you?
I look closely and see the hallmarks of your presence;
Strength, patience, peace, joy,
And comfort. 
You watch over me;
Over each step I take.
Where does my help come from?
It comes from you. 
You are the same always.
You were with me.
You are with me. 
You will be with me forever. 
I lift up my eyes to you. 

God of Wisdom,
Hear my prayer. 
Amen. 
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Proverbs 8: 11

13.03.22 
Rest
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Maritha, 44, finishes off a basket in 

Siachilaba, Binga, a remote village in north-

western Zimbabwe. The basket weaving 

project is supported by All We Can’s local 

partner, Zubo Trust and provides women 

with an alternative income that can provide 

them with more financial stability. 

Read Maritha’s story on p18. 

Photo: Tendai Marima/ All We Can. 

Your support 

is vital. 
Give today at  

allwecan.org.uk/wisdom

All We Can: Let Wisdom Speak Page 17

There may be more lives lost unjustly, lives of 

people whose names are now shorthand for 

the violence that killed them, whether because 

of race or gender. I imagine the memory of the 

pandemic will still be lingering with us, and that 

the grief and loss we each carry as a result will 

still weigh heavy. 

In this season of Lent, I am sure there will be 

much to lament. Maybe you recognise yourself in 

Jeremiah 31, mourning for the world that is not 

as it should be and grieving inconsolably over the 

ashes of dreams that are, like Rachel’s children, 

no more.

I find myself wondering if that voice heard in 

Ramah might be the same solitary female voice 

of Wisdom that reverberates in the streets and 

squares in Proverbs 1:20. Both are the voices 

of women, real and metaphorical, raised in a 

righteous mix of sadness and rage, calling the 

world to be better. Both seem to know they 

are worth listening to; nothing in either text 

suggests the hesitance or struggle to be heard 

that accompanies women’s voices elsewhere. 

Both are recorded in scripture for all time, 

enduring female voices in the public square.

So too today, many of the voices crying for 

justice are female, whether those of political 

leaders who have steered their countries 

through the pandemic or community leaders  

like Shupikai. 

It might sound like a miserable piece of advice 

to offer, but after everything we have just 

lived through, I think the voices of Ramah and 

Wisdom rightly reminds us that the same mix of 

sadness and rage, of lament and wise hope, are 

exactly what we need to listen to.

The solitary  
voice of Wisdom 
Hannah Rich, Senior researcher at 
Theos Think Tank. 

As I write, I don’t know what the most pressing tragedies in the headlines 
will be as you read this. Perhaps there will have been further natural 
disasters to alert us acutely to the reality of the climate crisis, and more 
lives uprooted from where they called home. 

14.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection

‘If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to you.’  
James 1: 5



‘I started working with the women’s group and 

this project has helped me earn more money. 

Through this work I was able to pay school fees 

for my children and buy some goats through this 

project. I keep some of the goats and from time 

to time I sell them so the family can get a little 

extra money. I helped my husband in building the 

house, whilst he was doing the building I bought 

some bags of cement to build the extension for 

our house, right now we are building a kitchen 

and we’re helping each other to buy bricks and 

other things. 

‘This project has opened many doors for me and 

I hope that we will get a big market that will keep 

us busy for a long time because this will mean 

more money for us. I hope that Zubo will continue 

to work with us so we make a positive impact in 

our homes and to those around us. 

‘As a woman, there will always be challenges, there 

are some who travel and sell their wares…and they 

It’s our duty to  
help each other

15.03.22 
Wisdom 
from Zimbabwe

Maritha is a basket weaver and member of the Buniswa Women’s Co-operative 
in Siachilaba, in the Binga district of Zimbabwe. Siachilaba is a remote village 
in a hot, arid region in north-western Zimbabwe. Most livelihoods depend on 
agriculture and fishing, but the region has one of the highest levels of poverty and 
hunger in the country.  All We Can’s local partner Zubo Trust support the basket 
making project which aims to give women an alternative income that can provide 
them with more financial stability. Maritha shares her experiences of being a 
member of the co-operative. 

face problems out there. I’m a woman who stays at 

home but I also face problems here as I work from 

home. The one thing I can say is that this project 

has given me financial independence. I can hold my 

own money and decide what to do with it. 

‘In our group, we’re also able to help each other 

if one of us faces a challenge or there’s a family 

emergency, it’s our duty to help each other. 

Working with other women helps to ease the 

burden and to overcome hurdles because when 

you’re in a difficult position and you don’t know 

which way to weave yourself out, another person 

can help you figure it out.’

Who are the people that help you when 

life is challenging? Who do you rely on and 

who relies on you? Give thanks for the 

people in your life that are with you in the 

difficult and good times. 

Page 18 All We Can: Let Wisdom Speak Visit mwib.org.uk to find out more about  
Methodist Women in Britain.
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The verse I was given at my baptism, which has 

become my life verse, is from Philippians 4:13 and 

says, ‘I can do all things through Christ Jesus who 

gives me strength.’   Over the years I have stood 

on that promise time and again and discovered 

that at the times I feel weak and inadequate, I can 

lean on the strength Jesus gives. He has equipped 

and enabled me to do things I could never have 

imagined possible.  

Last year as I undertook the role of Vice President 

during unprecedented times for our world, this 

promise helped me to trust God through all the 

uncertainty and difficulties, disappointments and 

joys along the way.    

The pandemic has caused many challenges for 

us all but for many people around the world, 

things have been even more difficult.  In some 

places, enforced lockdowns have meant literal 

starvation as people have not been able to access 

work or food; for many there have been issues 

with sanitation and the inability to access clean 

water or hygiene products; social distancing has 

been impossible in densely populated areas or 

in refugee camps;  for many Christian believers 

living with persecution, the isolation and 

discrimination has been greater; for those living 

with domestic abuse both here and around the 

world, enforced time at home has exacerbated 

their struggles; and the lack of a Covid vaccine in 

many poorer nations has meant that the pathway 

out of the pandemic has been more problematic.

As we begin to look to the future I would 

encourage you to ask how God may be calling 

you.  Maybe you have never yet made a personal 

commitment to follow Jesus.  Perhaps God is 

calling you to get involved in sharing the love of 

Jesus in our world through your prayers, your 

giving and through your personal involvement 

in your local community and across the world: 

perhaps through the vital work of All We Can. 

Be assured that even if you feel inadequate for 

the task to which you are called, God promises to 

equip you as you fix your eyes on Jesus and ask 

for his help, guidance, wisdom and strength. 

Beyond your
  imagination
Carolyn Lawrence, Former Vice-President  
of the Methodist Conference (2020-21) 

There have been many times in my life when God has called me to do something 
for which I have felt completely inadequate.  Whether it was being asked to help in 
Sunday school as a teenager, becoming a mother, a local preacher or a teacher, moving 
overseas as a mission partner or being elected as Vice President of the Methodist 
Conference.  In all of these callings and opportunities and in many others, I have 
realised how much I need to rely on God’s empowering strength to fulfil the call.  

16.03.22 
Wisdom of 
MWiB



However, the resources to compliment government’s 

efforts are limited. Mainly the women bear the brunt. 

They work tirelessly to put food on the table and send 

children to school. Women and girls in my country 

face a cultural and social environment that inhibits 

their development into well-equipped female leaders 

in all spheres. I personally have come from a rural 

background and have experienced these challenges. 

I know how it feels like not to have access to food and 

clean water and not to be able to some things just 

because one is female. 

Covid-19 has worsened the situation. Many lost 

their livelihoods and gender-based violence was 

rampant. In a world with so much injustice and 

challenges, women remain the strong pillars 

for family support. Men move to neighbouring 

countries for greener pastures while women stay 

behind to look after the children. Unfortunately, 

they are the victims to domestic violence and 

even the women leaders face their own unique 

challenges – lack of self-approval and respect, 

lack of appropriate training and financing. 

Women always have to go an extra mile in order 

to prove oneself otherwise they are judged and 

undermined. There is need to address the unique 

challenges facing women and girls to become the 

leaders they were born to be. 

St ruck down  
 but not dest royed
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In my country, there a currently a number of challenges ranging from political, 
economic, social and environmental being faced by many. Inflation is high. 
Communities have been affected by droughts and cyclones and are still recovering 
from these effects. My organisation has been working hard to respond to these 
effects in the communities where we operate in. There are high poverty levels.   

Women and girls need to be supported for them 

to reach their full potential. In as much as l am a 

team leader, l know how difficult it is for a girl child 

to make it in life. My government is doing a lot to 

ensure gender equality, but we still have a long way 

to go. However, in as much as girls and women face 

challenges, I am inspired by 2 Corinthians 4:8-9, 

‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; 

perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 

abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.’ 

Let us not give up. His grace is sufficient to sustain 

us. To all women out there, let us stand and fight 

for our space. Let us continue to network, share 

experiences and maintain a positive attitude and 

continue a relentless pursuit of our goals. Let us 

encourage, guide and support each other. Let us 

not let any difficulties prevent us from achieving 

our set goals.

 

MeDRA have been in partnership with All 

We Can since 2015. They are an arm of the 

Methodist church in Zimbabwe. They focus 

on supporting people to develop sustainable 

livelihoods, access to clean water and 

improved sanitation facilities. 

Junior Vutoyi, National Director of Methodist Development 
and Relief Agency (MeDRA), Zimbabwe. 
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When we look around at our communities, both 

locally and globally, we need to be able to see 

and hear what is truly happening. Where is there 

need? Whose story is being heard and why? Who 

is suffering and how can we help? 

Opening our eyes and ears is about paying 

attention. Paying attention to what is happening 

around us and further afield. Being alert and 

noticing is the first step. 

Who are the people being overlooked, forgotten 

or marginalised? 

We cannot begin to respond to someone’s cry or 

need if we do not notice it. 

Today, take a walk around your local 

area and ask God to open your eyes 

and ears to see and hear. Watch the 

news or read a newspaper and ask 

yourself, ‘What am I seeing? What am 

I hearing?’ Make a note of the things 

you notice and pray about how you 

are being called by God to respond.  

 

Look  around 

18.03.22 
Wisdom 
into action

‘But blessed are your eyes because they see, and 
your ears because they hear.’  
Matthew 13: 16 

Connecting our head to our hearts, and then adding in our actions 
does not seem to be as easy as we would hope. Jesus’ reminder in this 
passage (you can read the whole exchange in Matthew 13: 10-17) is 
that just because you have eyes, it doesn’t mean you are actually seeing 
what you should. The Bible often comes back to this message – we 
don’t see clearly yet, the scales need to fall off, there is some sort of 
spiritual lack of sight. 

Go to allwecan.org.uk/pray for prayer 

ideas as you look around. 

All We Can: Let Wisdom Speak

17.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection



19.03.22 
Wisdom  
of prayer
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Based on Matthew 25: 40-45

God, 

When did I see you hungry? 

I think I would remember that. 

When did I see you needing clothes?

I’m sure I wouldn’t forget. 

When were you thirsty and I didn’t give you a drink?

That doesn’t sound like me. 

When were you sick and in prison, and I didn’t look after you?

My schedule has been pretty busy but I know that would be important. 

Oh, I see.

It was in the hunger of my neighbour,

The refugee family needing clothes,

The homeless man sat outside the station,

And the young person down the road caught up with a bad crowd. 

Perhaps I didn’t look hard enough.

Perhaps it felt like too much. 

Lord,

Give me a chance to look again. 

I will look for the least and give my most. 

I will look for your face in the faces of those around me. 

I will open my heart as an invitation to you,

And beyond. 

I will look around and see.

I will look around and do. 

God of Wisdom,

Hear my prayer. 

Amen. 
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Proverbs 4: 6

20.03.22 
Rest
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Pindayi stands by fields where she has 

planted sorghum seeds provided by All We 

Can’s partner, The Centre for Gender and 

Community Development in Zimbabwe 

(CGCDZ). CGCDZ are working with 

female farmers, providing farming advice 

and seeds, to assist them to gain financial 

stability and awareness of the impact of 

climate change. 

Read Pindayi’s story on p26.  

Photo: Tendai Marima/ All We Can. 

Your support 

is vital. 
Give today at  

allwecan.org.uk/wisdom
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But here, we see that even before human beings 

were created, the Spirit of God had much to do. 

The work of the Spirit is present in nonhuman 

creation and in the darkness. Wilda Gafney, the 

womanist biblical scholar, highlights that the verb 

‘hovering’ takes a feminine form, representing the 

Spirit as She-who-is-also-God. She, the Spirit of 

God, is present surveying the emptiness before 

anything new is brought into being.

This image of the Spirit should be an 

encouragement to those of us who are aware 

of the various kinds of formlessness, emptiness 

and darkness which are present in the world 

and which impact upon our lives. It is easy to 

be overwhelmed by the darkness, whether the 

prevalence of racism, the rates of gender-based 

violence, the cycles of poverty, exploitation and 

war which shape our world. And yet She-who-is-

also-God has not, I believed, ceased to hover over 

creation. Her wings may be detected fluttering 

over the natural world which now suffers under 

the strain of human activity or hovering over the 

systems, cultures, and structures which we as 

humans have created.

How do we detect the fluttering wings of the Spirit? I 

hear her fluttering when I encounter students whose 

hearts are open to learning, and who are committed 

to the kind of disciples of Jesus who stand up against 

evil in all of its forms. I see her hovering, when I see 

community leaders working together to challenge 

the norms which undermine the flourishing of 

creation, whether the nonhuman or the human. I 

feel the brush of her wings when I see organisations 

making the hard choices to trade power and success 

for doing what is right, even when it is costly. 

We are not abandoned; we are not alone. This is 

what I would share as wisdom for this time. Let 

us not act as if we have no hope; there is always 

hope, because there is always God. Whether the 

darkness is something that is happening around 

you, or whether it feels like it has got inside your 

own heart, where there is darkness there is also 

the Spirit hovering, waiting to bring forth light. As 

we continue in the weeks and months ahead, may 

we have eyes open to see, and ears open to hear, 

the fluttering of the Spirit, She-who-is-also-God, in 

our lives and communities, and may the sound and 

vision of her, fill us with hope. Amen. 

Hovering  
and fluttering 
Dr Selina Stone, Lecturer in Theology, Spirituality 
and Social Justice at St Mellitus College.

As someone raised in a Pentecostal church, talk of the Spirit has always been 
common for me. Most notably, the Spirit is spoken of as one who fills, rests upon, or 
empowers individuals or groups of people for mission and ministry in the world. 

21.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection

‘Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over 
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the waters.’  
Genesis 1: 2



‘I am a peanut butter farmer and I got to know of 

the Centre for Gender in 2017…The Centre for 

Gender helped us by teaching us how to succeed 

as small entrepreneurs…This year we aren’t doing 

so well with nuts because on this side of the district 

we don’t get as much rain as we used to, we can’t 

grow the nuts we used to for making peanut butter. 

‘However, our friend, Centre for Gender 

encouraged us to start growing small grains 

and that’s what we’re doing now….[CGCDZ] 

encouraged me to grow small grains like sorghum, 

rapoko and millet….My husband helped me when 

I started out and we planted a hectare with half 

each….We were so happy that after just two and 

a half months we were ready to harvest. It feels 

good to know that we can survive on something 

that ripens so quickly. I can brew traditional beer 

for sale here and my children go to school as a 

result...I can get enough money to buy the things I 

need. This has really helped me to meet my family 

expenses, especially as a woman, you can’t just be 

out in the fields planting with your hands without 

any money coming to you. 

‘I need to buy tools so that I’ll be able to plough big 

spaces, it’s hard to do it by hand, but I will get there 

and save up.’

Rise up  
as women

22.03.22 
Wisdom 
from Zimbabwe

Pindayi lives in a village in Bikita in Masvingo province, a region in south-eastern 
Zimbabwe. Pindayi is one of the female farmers working with All We Can’s local 
partner CGCDZ (Centre for Gender and Community Development in Zimbabwe). 
CGCDZ run a program to assist rural farmers in adapting to the changing climate and 
gain more financial stability. Pindayi reflects on her experiences with CGCDZ and 
what the future looks like for her. 

In responding to how her life has changed since 

working with CGCDZ she said this:

‘So much has changed, as you can see I now have 

goats and chickens but farming has also changed 

how we relate in the house. We live here equally as 

husband and wife. Sometimes I have the means to 

help him because of my beer-making…

‘At the moment, I’m farming with ten other 

women. I used the knowledge and seeds I 

got from the Centre for Gender and I helped 

ten other women. This can help us rise up as 

women…I have planted for this season and I also 

have a granary with red sorghum from last year. 

I keep this store as my reserve. If I was to ever 

struggle for seed then this is what I would use…

We can have a good life because of the knowledge 

we have gained from farming.’

Have you got any friends that have  

taught you new skills? 

Who could you share your skills and 

wisdom with?
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There, in the crowded Harare sports stadium, a 

young girl sought me out and issued me with a 

challenge. ‘Will the World Federation campaign 

against domestic violence?’ she asked.  I assured 

her we would continue to do so especially through 

the Thursdays in Black campaign. Even now, five 

years later, she still contacts me from time to time. 

I think of this young woman every Thursday, as I 

dress in black clothes in support of the campaign 

to eradicate violence against women. For me this 

memory is a personal reminder how important it is 

that we listen to young women. 

The World Federation came into being because 

of the vision of a young Korean woman named 

Helen Kim, then a student in the USA. Now we 

run a scholarship programme in her memory for 

two young women chosen from each of our nine 

geographical Areas, to affirm and include them in 

our movement. The investment has borne fruit 

as we have witnessed so many women realise 

their potential. For example, a former Helen Kim 

Memorial Scholar is currently our World Secretary. 

Over recent years, these young Federation 

women have courageously and persistently raised 

awareness of issues including female genital 

mutilation, the climate crisis, and the right of every 

child to access quality education. They have each 

chosen a particular United Nations’ Sustainable 

Development Goal to work on. They have shared 

with others what they have learned and they have 

been an inspiration. 

God chose a young woman to give birth to the 

Saviour of the world. Affirmed by the angel and her 

older cousin Elizabeth, Mary sang out a prophetic 

song of justice, that we know as the Magnificat. 

Elizabeth was there to listen. I wonder what she 

made of it. Did she become newly aware of justice 

issues that she would pass on to her own son? 

To ponder:

• How do we as church listen to the voices  

of young women? 

• What issues are important to the young 

women you know? 

• Might you offer to pray with them about  

these issues? 

 

Pray: Lord, Help us to listen and respond 

appropriately to the prophetic voices of younger 

women. Help us to mentor them so they realise 

their potential. Give us open minds so that we 

learn from our daughters in the faith. Give us 

courage to speak out for justice. Amen. 

Listening to the voice  
of a young woman
Alison Judd, World President of the World Federation of 
Methodist and Uniting Church Women (2016-21)

One of the first overseas journeys I made as President of the World Federation of Methodist 
and Uniting Church Women was to Zimbabwe in 2017. I was invited to represent the 
Methodist Church in Britain at the Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Autonomy for the 
Methodist Church in Zimbabwe. Thousands of Methodists, men, women and young people, 
gathered to worship, dance and listen to their leaders speaking from the huge stage. 

23.03.22 
Wisdom of 
MWiB

All We Can: Let Wisdom Speak



As women, we must believe that we are gifted for 

something and that this thing, at whatever cost, 

must be attained. We need to reshape our own 

perception of how we view ourselves, we have to 

step up as women and take the lead. Esther in the 

Bible with her wisdom, was able to save her people 

when she stepped up.

A woman is like a tea bag, you never know how 

strong she is until she gets in hot water. As a leader 

you may encounter many difficulties, but you must 

not be defeated. In fact, it may be necessary to 

encounter the difficulties so you can know who 

you are, what you can rise from, how you can still 

come out of it

Through my experience of leading an organisation, 

I have learnt that leadership is a series of 

behaviours rather than a role for heroes. If your 

actions create a legacy that inspires others to 

dream more, learn more, do more and become 

more, then you are an excellent leader.

Take  
the lead

24.03.22 
Wisdom of 
partnership
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I want to encourage women to always feel in control 
because we’re capable, we’re so capable.

Sarah’s prayer today: 

Gracious God, we pray for ourselves and all women 

as leaders. Give us and them open hearts and 

opportunities to serve, give us and them listening 

hearts so that your words flow through us as we talk, 

teach, serve and lead.

Give us the courage to step outside of our plans and 

programs if you have another path for us to take 

as well as the discipline to stay on course amidst 

distraction and interruption.

We pray for the capacity to welcome all people with 

love and warmth. Give us patience, endurance and 

fortitude. Keep us and them healthy, rested and full of 

joy from beginning to end. Amen
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Looking ahead draws on the wisdom of what 

has come before, what is happening now and, 

therefore, what you hope for ahead. 

The young woman who asked Alison to commit to 

campaigning against domestic violence made a bold 

move to ask someone to use their platform and 

stand alongside her on an issue that mattered to her. 

What are the issues that matter to you? Who are 

the people you want to speak to and ask to stand 

with you in looking ahead to a better future? 

It is sometimes overwhelming to think of the 

challenges facing our world but as people of hope, 

we hold onto the knowledge that we do not do any 

of this in our own strength. The power of partnership 

is working together to fix our eyes on what could be 

and helping each other to achieve that. 

   

Look  aheadNamugolo Sarah, Executive Director 
of Concern for Children and Women 
Empowerment (COFCAWE), Uganda. 

25.03.22 
Wisdom 
into action

‘Let your eyes look st raight ahead; fix your gaze 
directly before you. Give careful thought to the paths 
for your feet and be steadfast in all your ways.’  
Proverbs 4: 25-26

Do you ever wonder what the next ‘right’ thing to do is? Or struggle to know  
where you should be investing your time, energy and money when faced with  
huge challenges like the climate crisis and gender inequality? 

Spend time today reflecting on what 

and who you want to invest your time, 

energy, and money in. As you look ahead, 

what are your hopes and where are you 

being called to take your next step? 

Go to allwecan.org.uk/legacy to find 

out how you can leave a legacy gift to 

continue the work of All We Can and 

its local partners. 

All We Can: Let Wisdom Speak

COFCAWE have been in partnership with 

All We Can since 2018.  They facilitate the 

resilience of women and children through 

entrepreneurial training to be able to deal 

with pressing socio-economic issues, in 

particular, sexual abuse, reproductive health 

and gender exclusion that affects their day to 

day well-being. 

All We Can: Let Wisdom Speak



Vaiter’s husband and their two 

grandchildren, Thandiwe (19) and 

Nothando (10) plough the field in the  

early morning.  

Photo: Tendai Marima/All We Can

‘Honour her for all that her 
hands have done,
and let her works bring her 
praise at the city gate.’
Proverbs 24:14
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26.03.22 
Wisdom  
of prayer
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Mary’s song  
Luke 1: 46-55

Lord,
Help me to sing like Mary.
Help me to be open to being your humble servant,
Willing to overcome my fears to follow you. 
Help me to sing loudly of your love,
And to shout boldly about the work of your hands. 
Help me to sing like Mary,
Who, although young and afraid, 
gives herself wholly into your keeping. 
Gives herself fully and allows the spirit 
to work in her and through her. 
Help me to have the courage of the teenage mother
 to persist when giving up feels easier. 
‘My soul glorifies the Lord  
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.’
Give me a new song today.
Give me vision for what is ahead, 

God of Wisdom,
Hear my prayer. 
Amen. 
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Proverbs 24:14

27.03.22 
Rest
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Vaiter, 73, stands in a field where she plans 

to grow lucerne (a leafy legume) to feed her 

cattle. Vaiter has learnt farming skills through 

HEFO’s agriculture and livestock projects.  

 

Read Vaiter’s story on p36.  

Photo: Tendai Marima/ All We Can.

Your support 

is vital. 
Give today at  

allwecan.org.uk/wisdom

They are:

• There is SO MUCH kindness in the world.

• We need SO MUCH MORE kindness in  

the world.

That there is so much kindness is evidenced 

by the way in which we saw people step up 

to support their neighbours and serve their 

communities during the worst of the pandemic. 

Real love and care was demonstrated as people 

looked out for one another and found ways to 

support the people around them.

That we need so much more kindness is evidenced 

by some of the shocking news stories which have 

been reported, by the dreadful way in which some 

social media discussions are conducted, and by the 

impatience and nastiness which is unfortunately 

sometimes seen in interactions between people. 

This is true at a local, personal level just as much as 

it is true at a national and even global level.

I have reflected a lot lately on a passage from 

Paul’s letter to the Colossians – 3:12-14. I think 

these three short verses have so much to say 

about how we are to relate to one another. Firstly, 

there’s the reminder of who we are – and that 

is to inform everything about how we conduct 

ourselves and our relationships. We are God’s 

chosen people. We are holy. We are dearly loved. 

But, crucially, those truths don’t just relate to me 

– they also relate to the person sitting alongside 

me in church whom I find irritating!

There’s a reminder of the qualities in which we 

are to be ‘clothed’ (such a lovely image, reminding 

us of the need each day consciously to ‘put on’ 

these things as we set out: compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience.) I wonder 

what our homes, our streets, our communities, 

our workplaces, our churches, might look like if 

every single one of us resolved to put those five 

qualities at the heart of every interaction.

Then we’re told of the need to ‘bear with’ each 

other, and to forgive. These are big things, not easy, 

not without cost, but so necessary. This makes me 

think of a word that a former colleague of mine 

coined (it isn’t a word you’ll find in the dictionary, 

but it really should be). She said that so often 

people (especially in church…?!) are ‘offendable’. 

But we’re called to be the opposite of that, to be 

slow to take offence, to give others the benefit of 

the doubt, to look for the good in one another. 

I’m celebrating every bit of the kindness I see in 

the world around me, but I’m also hoping and 

praying and working for there to be so much more 

– maybe you could do the same?

Clothed  
in kindness
Kate Wharton, Vicar at St Bart’s, Roby and 
Assistant National Leader of New Wine. 

As I reflect on the trauma that the world has been through over the past couple of years,  
the news reports I’ve seen and read, the social media posts I’ve scrolled through, and the 
conversations I’ve had, I’m struck by two thoughts which appear to be entirely at odds with 
one another and yet somehow both seem to be true.

28.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection



‘This borehole helps the community in many 

ways, it helps the primary school, the clinic and 

us farmers in looking after our gardens and our 

livestock, the animals come to drink here. People 

used to walk quite a distance, about 5km to get 

water, but now it’s much closer to access water. 

‘I’ve received a lot of help from HEFO, when they 

first came here in about 2017 when there was a 

cholera outbreak in this area and they came to 

teach us about hygiene, how to clean out our dirty 

boreholes and to ensure we drink clean water. 

From here I started to change the way I live in my 

home, I pay more attention to hygiene and I make 

sure I have a stock of soap in the house.

‘I also attended their farming workshops and from 

there I learnt how to look after cattle and goats. I 

now have my own goats and when I wake up in the 

morning the first thing I do is to check on them. 

‘I’m part of the cattle leasing program with the 

HEFO farm and I started the cattle program 

in 2012 I now have some of my very own cows 

which I never had before…If I sell a goat today, 

it will be sold in my name and the money will 

come to me to look after my husband, my two 

grandchildren and I.’ 

Learn what  
we have learnt

29.03.22 
Wisdom 
from Zimbabwe
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Vaiter is a farmer in Nkayi, Zimbabwe. She has worked with All We Can’s local 
partner, HEFO, through their livestock and agriculture projects. She reflects on the 
impact of the solar borehole set up with HEFO and skills she has acquired through 
the projects. 

Page 37

Reflecting on the challenges of Covid-19, she said: 

‘Covid-19 is here with us, but I’m in the final years 

of my life and I have the teachings that I was 

taught by HEFO. Everyone who comes into our 

homestead has to wash their hands at the gallon 

tank [tippy tap] outside and we have to make sure 

that the homestead is clean. There are few people 

who don’t want to do it, they don’t see the use of 

it, but I think there are about two people who are 

no longer with us [in Nkayi] because of Covid. If we 

don’t practice good hygiene we could die so I want 

to follow what we have been taught.’ 

When asked what her hopes and dreams are for 

the future, she said this: 

‘I look after my grandchildren, their mother and 

father passed away, so my husband and I have to 

make sure we provide them with a good future. 

That’s why we go farming with them in morning so 

that they can learn what we have learnt and create 

their own future.’

You are never too old to learn  

something new. What do you dream  

of learning or doing? 

Methodist women have always sought to live 

their faith, whether in roles of leadership, or in the 

support roles. In the main it has been, and still is, 

they who carry out much of the practical work, 

visiting, cleaning, fundraising, sharing stories, and 

helping others. Recent years have again seen an 

increase in the numbers of women in leadership 

roles. There is a long history of campaigning 

supporting those in need, fighting injustices. Often 

this has been done in quiet ways, working in their 

homes, then coming together in their locality, and 

linking across the country.

Methodist Women in Britain emerged in 2011 able 

to apply the knowledge and experience of previous 

years, providing courage and confidence to branch 

out as a charity, thus allowing independent decision 

making, responsible to one another, yet still an 

integral part of the church.

Proverbs 9: 10-12 tells us that, ‘Fear of the Lord 

is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the 

Holy one is understanding.’ This does not mean 

being afraid, but respecting God as the creator and 

guide for our lives. We pray that we reflect this in 

our strapline ‘For women, for justice, for Christ’, and 

follow through in our actions, as we seek to fight 

against injustice, to help educate, train and support 

women to be confident and contribute to their 

communities, and in all of it to share the love and the 

message of Christ as creatively as we can.

Celebration of MWiB’s tenth anniversary was 

restricted, but across the country bunting panels 

were created representing the causes that local 

groups had supported over the ten years. Fifty 

nine, mainly doubled sided panels came together 

creating a powerful impact and reflecting how 

women pooling their knowledge and experience 

can have impact.

If wisdom is knowledge and experience, applied to 

present situations, then it has no end point. It will 

continue to grow and provide for the future and 

those who are learning and growing both now and 

in the future. Our challenge is to share the wisdom 

we have gained so far, and to encourage others to 

do the same. We will never gain a full understanding 

of the magnitude of God, but we can, and must 

continue to learn.

For Women,  
For Justice, For Christ
Hilary Evans, Vice-President of Methodist  
Women in Britain (2021-22)

I was challenged to consider what wisdom Methodist Women in Britain has gained 
during its ten year history. It is not just ten years however - the history is much 
longer. It stretches back to the beginnings of Methodism when many women 
contributed significantly, in roles of leadership, to the burgeoning movement, as 
well as serving and sharing in their own settings on a day to day basis.

30.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection

MWiB supports the United Nations’ Sustainable Development 
Goals which aim to eliminate poverty through their global links.



Esther was an orphan who was raised by Mordecai, 

who worked for Xerxes at the palace. One of the 

king’s advisors, Haman, didn’t like Mordecai and 

decided he would convince Xerxes to kill off all of 

the Jews who were trouble makers and needed to 

be killed. Mordecai told Esther to talk the king out 

of it, but Esther was worried because no one, not 

even the queen, talked to the King without being 

invited. Esther gathered all her courage and told 

the King about Haman’s plot and her people.

Inspirational Lesson: It was only Esther’s wisdom 

and boldness that she applied that enabled her 

save her nation. In a situation where it was even 

on record that no one, not even a queen, talked or 

appeared before the King before being invited by 

the King. This was a testing moment for her and 

only special wisdom and boldness could have kept 

her focused on the mission of saving her people 

despite the risks involved in it. 

When we reflect on our day to day lives as women 

leaders, we realise that on a number of occasions, 

we are put in difficult situations especially when 

it comes to making very serious decisions and 

taking serious steps that involve lives of others (our 

employees/those we manage, and sometimes our 

programme participants). Sometimes it requires a 

lot of wisdom, boldness and courage to take a step 

forward without considering the other side of ‘what 

if it doesn’t work out as am anticipating’. However, 

just like Esther, we find ourselves manoeuvring and 

it becomes a good learning experience. In such a 

manner, we have been able to make decisions that 

not only impact our lives but also those of FABIO 

beneficiaries, partners and employees.

We also learn that in life there will always be 

hindrances and hiccups but wisdom applied to 

deal with them matters a lot and prescribes the 

end result. If a challenge is handled with fear and 

negativity, the chances are high that the end result 

will definitely be a negative.

Our prayer today is to request God to give us 

wisdom and courage as women leaders to be 

able to guide others and also to make meaningful 

decisions without attaching it to our gender. 

God bless you mightily.

 

FABIO, based in Uganda, have been in 

partnership with All We Can since 2019. They 

endeavour to reduce poverty in communities 

by by using bicycles as a tool for development 

- increasing  accessibility to mobility in order 

to have better access to education, jobs and 

health care services.

Inspiration  
from Esther
Najjiba Katesi, Executive Director of First African 
Bicycle Information Organisation (FABIO) and 
Kawanguzi Joy, Programs Director for FABIO.  

Esther was a brave and strong queen who saved the entire nation of Israel in the 
time of exile, when the Jews were living under Persian rule. King Xerxes got upset 
with his queen and decided to search the land for a new queen. Esther was chosen 
for her beauty, wisdom and grace, though Xerxes never knew she was a Jew.

01.04.22 
Wisdom 
reflection
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There is something about walking alongside 

someone else that makes sense. You walk, talk 

and listen.  The Ecclesiastes passage reminds us 

that we are better together. You can help each 

other, you share the burdens, and you will be 

more successful together. 

For All We Can, this transpires as a partnership 

approach to development work. Working with 

local partners who are best placed to listen to 

local communities and what they need, hope for, 

and want to do. This partnership approach is 

more like the cord of three strands as it flourishes 

when the supporters walk alongside too.  

Wisdom provides insight into the relationships 

you are called to commit to. Who are you 

travelling with through life? What partnerships 

are you forging?

Go  together
Read Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12
During the lockdowns of 2020 and 2021, one of the few activities 
people were able to do together was to take a walk. If you ventured 
out, you would see pairs of people walking through parks and local 
beauty spots, soaking up the opportunity to talk and be with someone 
else. Those conversations were most likely filled with laughter and 
unburdening; relief and joy. Did you have any memorable walks with 
friends during this time? 

Spend time today reflecting on 

those questions. Who are you 

travelling with? 

Join All We Can today and begin your 

journey as a Partner Church. Find out 

more at allwecan.org.uk/partner



02.04.22 
Wisdom  
of prayer
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Based on the book of Esther

Dear God,
Help me to be brave like Esther. 
Help me to know who you are calling me to defend,
Protect,
And speak up for. 
Give me strength to be bold,
Confident,
And relentless in the face of injustice.
Lord, sometimes I am unsure of what my next step is. 
I want to speak but don’t have words,
I want to act but don’t know how to start.
Please send me people to partner with,
To journey with,
To be stronger together. 

God of Wisdom,
Hear my prayer. 
Amen.  
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 Colossians 3: 12

03.04.22 
Rest
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Sibongile, outside her home in Kariyangwa, 

a remote rural village in Binga district, 

Zimbabwe. Sibongile is a trained 

seamstress and was supported by Zubo 

Trust, an All We Can local partner, to make 

masks to generate income during the 

Covid-19 lockdown 

 

Read Sibongile’s story on p44.

Your support 

is vital. 
Give today at  

allwecan.org.uk/wisdom

My physical life has come to mirror my prayer 

life. I tell God that I can no longer keep going, and 

sometimes God says, ‘Yes you can. I believe in 

you.’ When I’m pushing myself beyond endurance, 

trying to do too many things at once and carry too 

heavy a load, God quietly counsels, ‘put it down. 

This is way too heavy for you.’ Sometimes, because 

I think I can do it all, I ignore God’s voice and carry 

on regardless…and end up hurting myself. 

The book of Proverbs contains many gems of 

insight for a whole variety of situations and I often 

turn to it for guidance. Proverbs 16:11 recently 

jumped out at me; a passage ostensibly about just 

dealings in business, but as is so often the case with 

scripture, it has extra wisdom to impart:

Honest balances and scales are the 
Lord’s; all the weights in the bag are 
his work. (NRSV).

We do not lift heavy weights alone, and nor 

do we balance the scales by ourselves. Our 

challenge is to discern with God’s help when to 

keep lifting and pushing through, and when to 

put the weight down because carrying it might 

cause permanent damage. 

I firmly believe that God does not cause suffering, 

but I also unequivocally believe that God will see 

us through it, never leaving our side and loving 

us through every painful moment. Not giving up 

when I desperately wanted to is what has served 

me best in my ministry. Through that choice to 

doggedly keep pushing through despite adversity, 

God has built reserves of strength and resilience 

that will serve me well as I step out into church 

leadership. Knowing when to stop and say no 

is far trickier, but thankfully God knows how to 

balance it all, even when I do not. 

I’m going to continue to pray for wise 

discernment over whether or not to lift heavy 

loads and most of all, I will pray for those women 

and girls who must carry their burdens all the 

time because they don’t have the privilege of 

putting them down. I commend to us all this 

Prayer of Resilience:

 

God grant me the strength to keep going 

when I want to give up, the courage to stop 

when I need to, and the wisdom to know the 

difference. Amen. 

Exercising 
faith
Jayne Manfredi, ordinand in the Church of England

This year I started working out with a personal trainer. As someone who was always 
last to be picked for team games at school, this is a big deal. My personal trainer is 
a huge encouragement; he knows when I can push on through and keep going, but 
he’s also smart enough to perceive when a weight is too heavy for me and I need put 
it down or risk hurting myself. It’s a balancing act. 

04.04.22 
Wisdom 
reflection



‘…it was a scary thing to be pregnant during those 

days. I hoped my daughter would not get affected, 

she is so small and fragile, I don’t know how we 

would treat her especially as it was difficult to 

move around at that time.

‘I used to be part of a sewing group, but since the 

lockdown I now sew on my own and sell the masks 

I make. In a day I can make up to ten or fifteen and 

I try to sell them in my local area. Sometimes I get 

orders, especially now as people keep expecting 

schools to reopen…people come saying they need 

masks for their children because a child can’t go 

to school without it. 

‘I learnt to sew at school and it’s helped me get 

this far. I sew uniforms for schoolchildren and I 

can sew for my children so it’s a saving for me. But 

right now making uniforms is a challenge because 

uniforms aren’t being bought…In the meantime, 

I learnt how to make masks through Zubo and 

it’s helped because people need to wear masks 

so they come and buy from me. I’d like to take a 

course to make suits and even wedding gowns. 

It would be really nice, I could learn how to make 

some nice designs.

P raying  
   for success

05.03.22 
Wisdom 
from Zimbabwe

All We Can: Let Wisdom Speak Look out for Methodist Women in Britain postings on Facebook and Twitter.  
Find details of resources and training events at mwib.org.uk.

Page 44

Sibongile – A member of the sewing project set up by Zubo Trust during the 
Covid-19 lockdown in Zimbabwe. 
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‘As I look at the coming time or a time after 

Covid-19, I hope to go to a sewing school to 

improve my learning, that way I’ll be able to sew 

things that can earn more money for my family 

and I can really market myself as a tailor. Right 

now I’m only using what I learnt in high school 

and things I learnt doing the job, but it’s not 

enough. If I could get more skills and earn more 

money, then I could turn this into a real business 

with better machines. Maybe one day I could 

even have my own shop here in Binga where I 

spend my day sewing then maybe I could make 

enough money to buy my children nice things…I 

pray that I will succeed in work and for my 

children to succeed in school, despite challenges 

like money and the coronavirus.’

Your regular support for All We Can 

enables pioneering work, like the  

training Zubo Trust are running for 

women like Sibongile.  

 

Visit allwecan.org.uk/wisdom to sign up 

to make a regular gift today.

I have spent many years teaching in a variety of 

schools, mainly in areas of social deprivation and 

have seen the effect that poverty has on the lives 

of children and their ability to learn. Children 

cannot concentrate when they are hungry or tired 

but at least, in this country education is free! It is 

the right of every child to receive an education. 

Education and Gender Equality are a part of the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

In many countries the education of girls is not 

seen as a priority. Since the advent of Covid-19, 

it is estimated that 130 million girls are not 

receiving an education, so is it any wonder that 

only 10% of world leaders are women?

We need to do something about it, to redress the 

balance – we need to raise our voices! Jesus said. 

‘I have come that they may have life and have it to 

the full,’ John 10:10. Education gives the means to 

explore and develop the gifts that God has given 

us and to use them for the benefit of others to 

make the world a better place.

In countries where there is much poverty, girls are 

often expected to work in the fields or the home. 

If there is money for education then boys have 

priority. Many girls marry at an early age and/or 

become pregnant so education is not a priority. We 

need to find ways of addressing these issues and as 

MWiB we have begun in a small way by adopting 

a project in Malawi: ‘Adolescent Girls’ Literacy’ 

(AGLIT+). All We Can’s partner AGLIT provides 

tuition, crèche facilities, health care and training in 

life skills so that the girls can gain independence, 

find jobs and raise their families out of poverty.

Flour needs yeast to make it rise so that the bread 

can be shared amongst many. It was the woman 

who mixed the dough. Girls need education to help 

them to develop their skills so that they can pass 

them on to future generations to make God’s world 

a better place where each individual is valued. Just 

like the yeast in the flour, we too can help to grow 

God’s Kingdom!

Redress the balance 
Ruth Parrott, President of Methodist Women  
in Britain (2021-23) 

06.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection

‘Again, he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? It 
is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of 
flour until it worked all through the dough”.’ 
Luke 13:20-21

It seems a world away since I was appointed as MWiB Vice President/President in February 
2020 – pre-Covid-19. Inevitably the world has changed and we have become reliant on 
technology for communication, eliminating the need for travel. Meeting face to face has not 
been an option. Yet, my focus remains the same: EDUCATION, particularly for girls. 

You will hear more about AGLIT+ from  

Executive Director Hazel Manda on page 46. 



Our world cries out ecologically for the 

generative and creative energy of the feminine  

to transform the destructive energy of the 

warrior. Now is the time.

It all begins in adolescence, which is why  

AGLIT is so important. The creative genius of 

Sophia begins with the need for a new ‘birthing’ 

to transform our cultures. Young women are 

beginning to stand up for themselves and 

assume the roles that are theirs for the taking. 

Young women are now in the forefront of  

many of the professions such as medicine  

and teaching.

It only needs imagination inspired by Wisdom 

to fire them into a fuller life. At the heart of 

our human world is the vision of the infant at 

the breast of the mother. The men and animals 

look on.  We know intuitively that the feminine 

precedes the brutal powers of the warrior. We 

know that salvation comes through the grace of 

Sophia. This knowledge is too wonderful to be 

squandered. The very resistance of those who 

oppose the feminine powers can clear the vision 

and make the violence of the warrior appear 

The  
feminine voice  
of humanity

07.04.22 
Wisdom of 
partnership
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The adolescent Girls Literacy Project ( AGLIT+) has from the start sought to inspire and 
empower young women to achieve their fullest potential, through education. It seeks to 
give adolescent girls and young women a vision of what they can do and can be. Despite the 
economic, cultural and material poverty that disadvantage women in most societies, the wisdom, 
‘Sophia’, that comes down from above and seeks to be heard is the feminine voice of humanity. 

ridiculous. AGLIT is committed to allowing the 

wisdom of the feminine to have a voice.

But how can that voice be heard when ranged 

against the feminine are the ingrained fears of 

the destructive warrior, whose role to protect 

and nurture the feminine has gone? With it has 

disappeared the meaning of his life. The masculine 

must find another role for the meaning for his 

existence. AGLIT has an answer. It is simply 

that the masculine must embrace his fear of the 

feminine and the misogyny that goes with it.  

He must integrate the generative and creative 

feminine into his heart and soul. AGLIT has 

acknowledged this by making the projects full title 

AGLIT plus (AGLIT+) and incorporating the male.  

So ‘Let Wisdom Speak’. 
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Speaking up against injustice is important. 

Finding your own voice is a necessity. There are 

so many amazing activists and speakers who 

regularly compel us to consider how unfair the 

world is. It can be difficult to know where our 

own voice fits in. 

However, your voice and passion matters. We 

are called to raise our voices in defence of the 

weak, needy and hurt; to voice our dissent when 

we see pain inflicted, inequality, poverty and, 

power imbalances. 

What do you want to speak about? What 

injustice is God placing on your heart and 

stirring up righteous anger inside you about? 

Who are you speaking up for? 

   

Find  your voice
Hazel Manda, Executive Director of AGLIT+, Malawi. 

08.04.22 
Wisdom 
into action

‘Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, 
for the rights of all who are destitute.Speak up and 
judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.’  
Proverbs 31: 8-9

Have you ever felt that compelling urge to speak up when you didn’t really want to? 
Your body tenses, your heart rate increases, your palms begin to sweat. 

Today, ask God to help you find your 

voice, to strengthen it and give you the 

words to speak. 

Go to allwecan.org.uk/legacy to find 

out how you can leave a legacy gift to 

continue the work of All We Can and 

its local partners. 

All We Can: Let Wisdom Speak

AGLIT+ have been in partnership with All 

We Can since 2018. They address issues of 

accessibility to school for girls and young 

mothers, school drop outs, and literacy and 

numeracy for vulnerable young girls who may 

feel societal pressures to wed early or leave 

school prematurely.  

All We Can: Let Wisdom Speak



09.04.22 
Wisdom  
of prayer
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Read Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8

O Lord,
There is a time for everything. 
A time for listening,
And a time for speaking. 
Help my ears to collect your wisdom. 
Help my mouth to form words that bring hope. 
Help my voice to not falter,
And my heart to beat bravely. 
There is a time for everything,
And now is the time to raise my anthem. 
Let your song be sung from my lips,
And your love flow through me. 
Give me the voice to speak up,
To be a beacon of light and hope when it gets 
dark and frightening. 
There is a time for everything. 
Help me, O Lord,
To find my voice. 

God of Wisdom,
Hear my prayer. 
Amen. 
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Philippians 4:13 

10.04.22 
Rest
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Muchazondida stands among rows of 

maize in her garden on Kufakunescu, a 

rural village in Bikita, Masvingo province, 

south-eastern Zimbabwe. CGCDZ provides 

support to farming communities to help 

rural female farmers with gaining more 

financial stability. 

Read Muchazondida’s story on p51. 

Your support 

is vital. 
Give today at  

allwecan.org.uk/wisdom

All We Can: Let Wisdom Speak Page 51

The past ten years have been a series of valleys 

for me in every area of my life. Numerous deaths, 

relentless heavy workload, unfulfilled hopes and 

dreams leading to a stagnation which at times 

robs me of peace and fills me with confusion, 

leaving my home church, experiencing my body 

change as I mature, and a large dose of a broken 

heart. So, what’s new? We all have our story to 

tell. Trouble avoids no man or woman, but I have 

learnt to embrace the seasons I find myself in. 

So, what does that mean? How do you embrace 

death, disappointment, isolation and lack? It 

means firstly acknowledging that God is still in 

control, and the gates of hell will not prevail. It’s 

about daily counting your blessings, no matter 

how small or infrequent they may appear to be. 

It’s seeing with your spiritual eyes, not physical 

ones. For me this is daily asking the Holy Spirit to 

fill me with discernment to be able to speak into 

situations with the wisdom of God. It’s a call to 

‘trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 

on your own understanding’ Proverbs 3:5 (which 

is my favourite Bible verse by the way). Life has 

taught me that I know nothing, but I have a Father 

who knows everything; so, God lead the way!

But it requires more than this, it requires faith! 

Faith to hold onto that flame inside of you that 

knows better days are ahead. You know the one 

I’m talking about -that flame that ignites your 

spirit, that when you’re operating in fullness it 

puts a spring in your step and you want to bubble 

over with expectation. It’s the word God spoke 

over your life that is waiting to manifest on earth 

as it is in heaven. Even when life has reduced it 

to a small faint spark you hold onto it, because 

you know God has a plan for you. Because if 

you’re not dead, He’s not done! Seasons are 

opportunities for growth and God uses the 

rough to shape out the smooth. Embrace the 

season, whether it is one of pain or joy. There’s 

no avoiding it, so we might as well enfold it 

rather than it engulfs us.

At this moment of time where collectively our 

world has turned upside down, I truly believe 

God is saying, ‘Forget the former things; do not 

dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! 

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 

making a way in the wilderness and streams 

in the wasteland’ (Isaiah 43:18-19). It’s a new 

season, what are you going to do with it?

Embrace the 
seasons 
Amie Buhari, Chief Executive of 
The Hebe Foundation. 

I don’t need to tell you these are hard times. Globally and individually the struggle is 
relentless. The terrain seems to be changing before our eyes with little time to catch our 
breath before the next issue or crisis affects us or those around us. There is little time to stop, 
stand back and see what God is doing in the midst of the storm. Selah.

11.04.22 
Wisdom 
reflection



‘I’m part of the beekeeping project and I’m also 

a farmer who enjoys growing small grains. We 

were given a variety of small grains by the Centre 

for Gender, there was 1kg of millet and 1 kg of 

sorghum which I’ve planted…So far I have planted 

sorghum and maize…if you plant small grains they 

will still grow even when there is very little rain. I 

experimented with this last year when there wasn’t 

much rain. 

‘The first stage of the lockdown was difficult for 

me, I came across a number of challenges when it 

came to my vegetables, I didn’t get the opportunity 

to deliver my goods to the market or to even check 

on my garden because we were locked down. We 

were not even allowed to go out because we were 

closed in by the chief’s order and I didn’t have the 

freedom to do what I needed to do. 

‘Sometimes men prefer that you help them in 

their garden rather than to startup your own, 

but I’m grateful to have the husband that I have 

because he eventually saw that I have a talent 

for farming which can help the family. I had a 

garden that was sitting idle for seven years and 

then I started picking out my seeds and find little 

pieces of wire to make the fencing. He gave me 

the support to start my own garden and I’m doing 

it on my own, he doesn’t interfere. Even when it’s 

raining he won’t ask where I’m off to, I just go and 

A place in  
 the community 

12.04.22 
Wisdom 
from Zimbabwe

All We Can: Let Wisdom Speak  MWiB raises awareness about issues of injustice and works to promote gender equality.Page 52

Muchazondida lives in Bikita in Masvingo province, a region in south-eastern 
Zimbabwe. She is part of a community beekeeping project and rural farmer’s project 
set up by All We Can’s local partner CGCDZ. Muchazondida shares her thoughts on 
the impact of the farming project on her life. 
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plant my millet with my raincoat on. I’m thankful 

that last year the Centre for Gender gave me the 

opportunity because now I’m also a woman with 

stature in my community. 

‘Through farming I have been able to start rearing 

chickens, guinea fowl and turkeys, I get eggs from 

all of them. 

‘In addition to the poultry I have also bought these 

huge pots, teapots and plates. I bought them in 

preparation for a large gathering in the family, be it 

a funeral or a wedding, I want to be ready. All this 

has come from farming and I can only hope other 

women farmers will reap the same success.  

‘With this season’s harvest which might be early 

next year, I hope I’ll be able to pay towards my son’s 

exam fees, he’s writing next year so it’s important 

that I’m able to support him. My husband will 

do what he can, but we have to help each other 

because it’s a big year.’

 

You can support All We Can’s pioneering 

work with organisations like CGCDZ by 

buying ‘Extraordinary Gifts’ all year round. 

Visit gifts.allwecan.org.uk to find out more.

So I come back time and time again to the three 

verses at the start of Luke chapter 8 where we 

read of Jesus travelling around cities and villages 

in the company of the twelve, ‘as well as some 

women’.  From this I draw my vision of a diverse 

and inclusive church where all have something to 

offer whether that be practical tasks, resources, 

proclamation, sharing good news or all of the 

above.  The attitudes and actions of a leader can 

make this happen – and may sometimes prevent it.

Jesus took time to get to know well the people 

who were around him, he accepted whatever they 

offered and motivated them to throw in their lot 

with him.  ‘Every person’s potential fulfilled’ is a 

great mantra not only for All We Can but for the 

whole church.  Leaders – of Sunday school classes, 

women’s meetings, ministry teams, Bible studies or 

any other groupings – are called to see that happen.       

Luke’s snapshot of life on the road with Jesus 

suggests a freedom with regard to social constraints 

which challenges our approach, two millennia 

later.  At times we allow ourselves to be held back 

by differences which should enhance not hinder 

our mission.  Wisdom is lost when not all voices 

are heard.  It may help to name such factors: I am 

lay, female and a volunteer, often now working 

alongside people who are ordained, male and 

employed by the Methodist Church.  That could 

lead to imbalance, power abuse and exploitation, 

or we can make it work to bring about a breadth of 

vision, understanding and wisdom which spells good 

news.  Similarly, as someone shaped by sixty years 

of white privilege I need to listen to diverse cultural 

perspectives and as a heterosexual, married woman, 

to pay attention to those with different experience 

of sexuality, marriage and relationships.

Ten years ago, at the start of MWiB, I was hurt by 

the criticism we received and, on reflection, that 

sometimes led to me putting up defences and 

shrinking from those with different views.  Now 

I pray that we can all learn to rub shoulders with 

one another in that vibrant, motivated, diverse, 

enthusiastic band of folk who keep company with 

Jesus on the road to… who knows where?  But let’s 

follow and make room for others as we go. 

Hear all  
 the voices
Jill Baker, Chair of the Methodist Council

13.04.22 
Wisdom 
reflection

Read Luke 8:1-3 
Looking back can be dangerous, as we know from Lot’s wife!  As I reflect on the 
past ten years (and more) I do so without nostalgia, but rather with a sense of 
excitement at the way life – and the Church – has changed in my lifetime.  As the 
poet R. S. Thomas writes: 

‘He is such a fast God, always before us and, leaving as we arrive...’



The world today is faced with unprecedented 

catastrophes; floods, earthquakes, droughts, 

all of which are related to climate change.  The 

main cause of this climate change is the drive to 

modernise our planet, hence the air pollution, 

chemical usage on cropping, wanton destruction 

of trees, siltation of rivers, dams etc…all done 

in search for resources that seemingly make us 

live in a better or modernised world.  Sadly, the 

effect of a disfigured nature is seen in floods, 

earthquakes, amongst others,  which sweep away 

infrastructure such as houses, industrial buildings, 

bridges, and in the midst of that millions of homes 

are displaced and lives lost,  among whom are the 

vulnerable, women and children.

World leaders are currently talking of ways and 

means of reducing the causes of climate change.  

This is commendable, but one wonders, ‘Do we 

have enough will, drive and empathy to mobilise 

the required resources and to implement the 

recommendations coming from COP26?’  Will 

the funds so mobilised ever reach the intended 

beneficiaries or will Mr Corruption get the better 

of it all?  Well, the answer to it all is evident, 

particularly in our beloved Africa.

In addition to all this are civil wars that threaten 

to rip nations apart.  We look at Syria, Sudan, 

Ethiopia, Colombia, you name them.  To this end 

we hear of talks and talks between rulers and 

world leaders to end these conflicts but alas! 

All ends up with the notorious statement, ‘It’s a 

sovereign state, we cannot interfere’, meanwhile 

innocent civilian lives are lost and relegated 

Let us return to our God,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ

14.04.22 
Wisdom 
from Zimbabwe
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to destitution, and at the centre of it all poor 

mothers and children left helpless.

Where is all this going?  Who will help the world 

come out of these challenges?  Who will save us 

from this endless misery?

The Psalmist writes in Psalms 127 v 1 that ‘Unless 

the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in 

vain; Unless the Lord guards the city, the guards 

stand watch in vain’.  The prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 

55 v 7 says, ‘Let the wicked forsake their ways and 

the unrighteous their thoughts; Let them turn to 

the Lord, and he will have mercy on them; and to 

our God, for he will freely pardon.’

Our prayer should be for ourselves and our 

leaders, worldwide, that the Lord would pardon 

our sins and iniquities; that he would build in 

us and in them a heart that fears and returns to 

him, and allow him to turn their hearts towards 

his purposes, for mankind to live the way he ever 

intended for us

HEFO, based in Zimbabwe, have been an 

All We Can partner since 2018. They are 

passionate about restoring and equipping 

vulnerable communities affected by 

climate change and poverty so that they 

are more self-reliant. They focus on 

climate resilience, sustainable agriculture, 

promoting live-stock production and 

increasing access to clean, safe water.

Thandiwe waters crops she is growing for 

livestock, with the support of All We Can’s 

local partner HEFO.  

 

Image: Tendai Marima/All We Can

Patience Ncube, Admin Officer for HEFO, Zimbabwe



What impact does 
 your support have? 

A year of transformation

In 2020-21, 653,102 lives were changed through All We Can’s work, and when you take in to account 

those who have indirectly benefitted from the work of All We Can and its local partners, it is estimated 

that the total reach is over 2 million people!

In 2020/21, All We Can...

Your generosity and support makes a huge difference. Your regular gifts 
and donations have impacted communities around the world. 
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My gift

My one-off gift 
I would like to give a gift of     £ 

  I enclose a cheque made payable to ‘All We Can’ OR
  Please debit my VISA/Mastercard/Maestro/Delta/CAF card 

Card number:  

                   
Expiry Date:   /     Start Date (Maestro only):    /   
Security No.     Issue No. (Maestro only):   
Signature:                       Date:          /          /     

My monthly gift
I would like to support the work of All We Can with a regular donation of

£                                         a month  starting on:
   

1st or 
 
15th of    /   

 
Name a full address of your Bank or Building Society

 
To the manager:            Bank / Building Society          

Address:                                              

     Postcode:                                                  

Names of account holder:                                      

Bank/Building Society Account No       Branch Sort Code

                    

Instruction to Bank/Building Society 
Please pay All We Can Direct Debits from the account detailed in this Instruction subject  to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I 
understand that this Instruction may remain with All We Can and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society.

Signature:                         Date:          /          /  
 
Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions from some types of account. All We Can Direct Debits are administered 
by the Charities Aid Foundation (CAF). Your donations will appear on your bank statement with the reference ‘Charity Donation’.

 
Service user number: 691213

to All We Can
Your vital ongoing support helps make all of the incredible impact that 

you have just read about possible. By making a gift today, you will help 

ensure that All We Can and its partners around the world are able to 

help even more people realise their full potential. 

If you are giving on behalf of a church or organisation, write it’s name below:

                                     

£6 a month could support 
two farmers with theseeds, 
resources and training 
they need to develop a 
sustainable source of 
income through farming.

£23 could provide business 
management training for a 
woman managing a livestock 
production business,provide 
for her family.

£60 could provide training 
for 12 young farmers, 
who are suffering from in 
Zimbabwe
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... responded quickly and 

effectively during times of 

emergency, and alongside our 

humanitarian aid partners during 

protracted crises in 12 countries.

...worked with 4 additional 

partner churches

...supported 21 local 

organisations in 6 countries to 

change lives through long term 

development programmes. 



My details 

Title:         First Name:                                                 Surname:                                                     

Address:                                                                    

                                                                                                  

                    Postcode:                       Telephone:                                                                              

Email:                                                                                                   

If you would like to receive updates by email about our work and how you can support us, please 

enter your email above (you can unsubscribe at any time).

Name of your church:                                                               

Was this donation from your church? Yes    No    

We promise to never sell or swap your details and you can change your preferences at any time. All We Can 

holds your details to thank you for your gift, process Gift Aid, to send you occasional updates about our work 

and how you can support us. If you would prefer not to receive these updates by post, please tick here 

 
 
Gift Aid. Make your gift give more. 

  I am a UK taxpayer and would like All We Can to treat all donations I have made for the four 
years prior to this year and all donations from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid donations 
unless I notify you otherwise. I understand that if I pay less income tax and/or capital gains tax 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference.

 

Signature:                                                 Date:        /        /        

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development 
Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691 Lent2022

Please do not gift aid your donation if you are giving on behalf of a church or organisation.

To start your regular gift today, complete this form and return it using the envelope attached to:  
All We Can, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR. Alternatively, you can start your gift online at  
allwecan.org.uk/wisdom
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This year, just like the last, has been dominated by Covid-19. Although we may not have been able to 

meet with our local partners face to face, there have still been plenty of opportunities to gather together. 

In 2020-21, we facilitated three online ‘All Together’ global gatherings, as a space for partners and  

All We Can to share and learn from one another on topics ranging from organisational resilience to  

lesson-sharing about Covid-19 response efforts. This was further facilitated through an online Covid-19 

lesson-sharing group where partners can share and communicate their Covid-19 response activities.

We also made spaces to gather together virtually with our community 

of supporters in the UK and beyond, through Big Church Sing events 

at Harvest, Christmas and Easter, and the Methodist Conference 

Carnival in July. Together, these events have been watched over more 

than 31.4k times. 

The power of  togetherness 

It is the vital support of people like you that helps 
make an impact in communities around the world. 

Thank you! 
In 2020-21…

 123 committed All We Can  

Partner Churches have journeyed 

with communities in love,  

solidarity and support

All We Can has been supported  

by a network of over 300 volunteers 

– local champions in their churches  

and communities

  Together, we explored how change begins with a bicycle in Uganda –  

with churches and individuals across the country running exciting events, fundraising, and sharing about 

the work of All We Can’s local partners with their communities. Find out more ways that you can volunteer, 

involve your church, and discover All We Can’s latest campaigns at allwecan.org.uk/fundraise

123 300+



allwecan.org.uk/wisdom

facebook instagram twitter @allwecanuk

020 7467 5132  

All We Can,  
25 Marylebone Road,  
London, NW1 5JR, UK

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691. 

All We Can is an international development and emergency 

relief organisation. Focusing on those in greatest need, it has 

always been inspired by Christian principles and is an integral 

part of the Methodist family.

Our purpose 

All We Can helps find solutions to poverty by engaging with local people 

and organisations in some of the world’s poorest communities to end the 

suffering caused by inequality and injustice.

The donations that you make will be put to work improving the lives of some 

of the world’s poorest people, not only helping them to provide for their 

families’ basic needs but helping them to fulfil their God-given potential.

A group of local women head 

to the solar powered borehole 

set up by HEFO. Photo: Tendai 

Marima/ All We Can


