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Welcome to Let Wisdom Speak. All We 
Can are proud to be partnering with 
Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB) 
this year to bring you a devotional full of 
wisdom from women around the world. 

At a time when women and girls are especially 

impacted by the global pandemic and the 

subsequent economic fallout, All We Can 

and Methodist Women in Britain are even 

more committed to amplifying female voices, 

supporting female-led and centred partnerships, 

and listening to the women who are leading in 

their various fields. 

Whilst we have all been questioning what our 

next steps are, as we emerge from a period of 

time unlike any before, we want to seek the 

guidance of Wisdom and learn from her. This 

devotional is an opportunity to open our ears, 

eyes and hearts to find out what Wisdom wants 

to say; here and now. 

You will have the opportunity to hear about the 

projects supported by All We Can’s local partners 

in Zimbabwe that are especially focused around 

female community members – from farming to 

basket weaving. You will meet the women at the 

centre of those projects and hear the impact that 

your support has had on their lives.  

Our prayer for you today is that you will let 

Wisdom speak into your life during this season 

and find hope in the stories of Wisdom at work 

around the world. 

Your week will follow this pattern: 

Wisdom reflections – Leaders from  

a range of backgrounds will share  

their piece of wisdom for this moment 

in time. 

Wisdom from Zimbabwe – Stories 

from the community members working 

with All We Can’s local partners in 

Zimbabwe. These are taken from 

interviews collected in November 2020. 

Wisdom of partnership – Some of All 

We Can’s local partners in Malawi, 

Uganda and Zimbabwe share their 

wisdom and experiences. 

Wisdom of MWiB – An opportunity  

to hear wisdom gleaned from a range 

of voices from Methodist Women  

in Britain.

Wisdom into action – Ideas for 

turning the knowledge of wisdom into 

meaningful actions.

Wisdom through prayer – A short 

prayer based on one of the focus Bible 

passages from the week. 

Rest – A Bible verse to meditate  

on and/or colour in as you embrace  

the Sabbath. 

We pray that God will bless you as you  

journey through this season and that  

Wisdom will speak powerfully. 
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For me, the message that keeps coming into 

my heart is God’s insistence that we are one 

humanity and that the things that seem to divide 

us: nationalism, politics, gender identity, ethnic 

background, are not as important as the fact that 

we are all here because God willed it into being. 

We are God’s family and things can only work for 

the good of all when we live out that truth.

I have served God, as a Methodist presbyter in 

three very different contexts, Britain, Jamaica, 

and Ireland. So, I have known what it feels like 

to be a stranger far from home and a stranger in 

the place that I call home. Being on the outside 

looking in, is a bruising and painful experience. 

Therefore, I am always concerned for those who 

are made to feel like aliens because of religious 

affiliation, economic pressures or global politics. 

Yet, I see God, in Scripture, seeking to bring the 

marginalised and the dispossessed back into the 

very centre so that they too might enjoy fullness 

of life.

There are so many Bible verses which reinforce my 

belief that God seeks to bring the disregarded into 

the heart of God’s love and into the heart of our 

communities. However I feel that John 3: 16 is one 

of the main anchors. ‘For God so loved the world…’ 

It all begins with God’s love for the world, for 

humanity, for creation and we have to mirror that 

love in all that we say and in all that we do.

What does God’s love for the world look like in the 

refugee camps? What does it mean to mirror the 

love of God when we see polluted oceans and the 

rising sea levels afflicting island nations?  

I think we should be asking the Holy Spirit to  

reveal what God’s love means in every situation  

we daily face:

God, what should your love look like to 

this homeless person on the street?

God, what should your love look like in 

the fight for climate justice?

God, what should your love look like as 

I encounter someone with different life 

experiences to my own?

If we pray for a greater understanding of  

God's love for this world, God will show us  

the face of Wisdom.

  One  humanity
Revd Sonia Hicks, President of the  
Methodist Conference (2021-22)

In a world where there are competing voices for our attention, it is hard to hear 
the wisdom of the Holy Spirit within. As Elijah discovered, the voice of God does 
not come to us necessarily in the dramatic moments or the hustle and bustle of life. 
Often, it is in the stillness of our existence or in the beauty of nature.

02.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflectionWelcome: 

Listen to Wisdom

‘Wisdom cries out in the st reet; in 
the squares she raises her voice.’ 
Proverbs 1:20 (NRSV)
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However today, I feel compelled to write about 

the shift that’s happened in my life. Throughout 

my childhood, there was a small, golden plaque 

that sat on top of the television in my parents’ 

living room which read, ‘Be still and know that I am 

God’ (Psalm 46:10)

It’s one of those verses that’s always been in 

the background but over the past two years has 

become more of a reality.

I’ve gone from serving and doing to being.

 I’m naturally a do-er. I can literally fill a WHOLE 

day with cleaning, washing, cooking, folding 

clothes, taking the kids out, come home, cook 

again, do do do… and not sit down until well into 

the evening! My life can be a slippery slope of 

doing and not a lot of being. It comes as no surprise 

that for years I’ve served in church, I mean really 

served. Early mornings set ups, three service 

Sundays, youth nights, team meetings, connect 

groups, leading kids church and smelling countless 

poo filled nappies! Serving in church is a privilege 

but just before Covid-19 hit, there was a shift.

We decided to step down from our leadership 

position serving the kids team. I felt God saying, 

The phrase became popular quite recently in 

association with the ‘Me Too’ movement but my 

bag is old. It isn’t quite as old though, as the biblical 

account of Jesus’ encounter with a Syrophoenician 

woman recorded in the gospel of Matthew chapter 

15 and in Mark’s gospel chapter 7. 

Here is an account par excellence of a woman 

persisting in seeking help for her daughter from 

Jesus. Persistence is an interesting quality to 

encounter in people; sometimes women who 

are persistent are labelled ‘nags’ and men 

who persist are described as, ‘determined’. 

Sometimes those with most power who persist 

are described as focused and those less powerful 

and privileged who persist in trying to get over 

a point are described as, ‘obsessed and having a 

single issue agenda’. 

So what do we learn in the gospels about Jesus’ 

attitude to those who are persistent?  The story 

of the Syrophoenician woman asking for help for 

her daughter from Jesus is about many things – it 

is about love and about being an outsider seeking 

‘It’s not about what you do but who you are- so 

just be you’. I simply needed to be still and know 

that God was God. That He had the team, the kids, 

the parents, and the ministry in His hands.

Despite a shift in gear, I believe that God still 

wanted to use the gifts he’d placed in me, my 

God given identity to bless and ‘serve’ those 

around me. The gift of connecting with people 

and encouragement. Maybe, just maybe, that was 

enough. My challenge was to move from all the 

doing and allow myself just to be. At church and at 

home…be the Joanna God created and allow Him 

to use that to serve His church and His people.

I needed to pause.

If you are a natural do-er like me, I want to 

encourage you to pause, and just be…even for 

a moment. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the 

wonderful, unique gifts he’s woven into your 

being… and just be those things! Be in His 

presence…allow the doing to come from an 

overflow of your be-ing! Be still and know that 

He is God. Trust that the world isn’t going to 

come crashing down if you stop doing but that He 

desires more than anything to be with you, and 

for you to be you!

help from one who looks initially like someone 

with power and privilege. It is also clearly about 

persistence. This mother does not give up when 

she is initially told there is no place at the table 

for her or her daughter. To be frank, this is a very 

challenging passage. Is Jesus repeating to this 

woman a saying he was taught in his family and 

community that suggests that those who do not 

belong to Israel are to be seen as ‘dogs under the 

table’.  That appears to be a racial slur. Is Jesus 

being ironic? Or is Jesus aware of what everyone 

else present is thinking and wants them to see 

how far he will go to include? I do not know and 

refuse to take refuge in easy answers. 

What I do know is that Jesus listens to this woman. 

He listens to her hurt and to her longing for her 

daughter to be restored to health and to flourish and 

grow.  He appreciates her wit and her words – and 

these, he says, lead to her daughter’s healing. I do 

know that the earliest community around Jesus had 

women like this, a persistent outsider, in their midst 

and central to their life. The Kingdom of God is a 

radical space – may the Church learn to be so bold. 

From doing to being
Shepersisted

Joanna Adeyinka-Burford, TV presenter,  
actress, and author.  

Revd Helen Cameron, Chair of the Northampton 
District of the Methodist Church

If someone had asked me to write a devotional 18 months ago, I might’ve written 
about becoming a TV presenter, how God opened crazy doors, his incredible favour, 
and my unshakable trust in Him.

I have a canvas bag hanging on the back of my kitchen door. It is red, it 
is useful for many different activities and I am very fond of it because a 
friend, who I value for her personal qualities, gave it to me. The bag has 
some words sewn onto it – they say,

‘She was warned and was given an explanation 
nevertheless, she persisted’.

04.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection

03.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection
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Picture the wisest person you know. Part of their 

wisdom will be in their ability to not self-promote 

the wisdom they carry. Their route to wisdom 

has probably been marked by challenges and 

reflection, learning and growth. 

Before we can turn wisdom into action, we must 

earnestly seek it. When we lack wisdom, James 

reminds us, we should ask God for it. The gift of 

wisdom is that she will show up when asked. 

Today, as you enter into this Lenten season, the 

action we can take is to pray for wisdom. To ask 

God for the provision and presence of wisdom in 

our lives. To follow the example of Jesus and pray. 

God of wisdom, thank you that when we are in need 

we can come to you, our arms and hearts open. Fully 

known by you; fully seen. Please send us wisdom, we 

are desperate for her. You are generous and loving. 

Please meet this need in us. Amen. 

   Begin 
with prayer
‘If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to you.’  
James 1: 5

06.03.22 
Rest

05.03.22 
Wisdom 
into action
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Wisdom can feel like an intangible thing quite often. It isn’t evident until it is called 
upon. It has a mystery around it; an aura. 

Write the ways you want to 

show wisdom and understanding 

throughout Lent: 

Psalm 46: 10



allwecan.org.uk/wisdom

facebook instagram twitter @allwecanuk

020 7467 5132  

All We Can,  
25 Marylebone Road,  
London, NW1 5JR, UK

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691. 

All We Can is an international development and emergency 

relief organisation. Focusing on those in greatest need, it has 

always been inspired by Christian principles and is an integral 

part of the Methodist family.

Our purpose 

All We Can helps find solutions to poverty by engaging with local people 

and organisations in some of the world’s poorest communities to end the 

suffering caused by inequality and injustice.

The donations that you make will be put to work improving the lives of some 

of the world’s poorest people, not only helping them to provide for their 

families’ basic needs but helping them to fulfil their God-given potential.

A group of local women head 

to the solar powered borehole 

set up by HEFO. Photo: Tendai 

Marima/ All We Can




