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Vaiter, 73, stands in a field where she plans 

to grow lucerne (a leafy legume) to feed her 

cattle. Vaiter has learnt farming skills through 

HEFO’s agriculture and livestock projects.  

 

Read Vaiter’s story on p36.  

Photo: Tendai Marima/ All We Can.

Your support 

is vital. 
Give today at  

allwecan.org.uk/wisdom

They are:

• There is SO MUCH kindness in the world.

• We need SO MUCH MORE kindness in  

the world.

That there is so much kindness is evidenced 

by the way in which we saw people step up 

to support their neighbours and serve their 

communities during the worst of the pandemic. 

Real love and care was demonstrated as people 

looked out for one another and found ways to 

support the people around them.

That we need so much more kindness is evidenced 

by some of the shocking news stories which have 

been reported, by the dreadful way in which some 

social media discussions are conducted, and by the 

impatience and nastiness which is unfortunately 

sometimes seen in interactions between people. 

This is true at a local, personal level just as much as 

it is true at a national and even global level.

I have reflected a lot lately on a passage from 

Paul’s letter to the Colossians – 3:12-14. I think 

these three short verses have so much to say 

about how we are to relate to one another. Firstly, 

there’s the reminder of who we are – and that 

is to inform everything about how we conduct 

ourselves and our relationships. We are God’s 

chosen people. We are holy. We are dearly loved. 

But, crucially, those truths don’t just relate to me 

– they also relate to the person sitting alongside 

me in church whom I find irritating!

There’s a reminder of the qualities in which we 

are to be ‘clothed’ (such a lovely image, reminding 

us of the need each day consciously to ‘put on’ 

these things as we set out: compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience.) I wonder 

what our homes, our streets, our communities, 

our workplaces, our churches, might look like if 

every single one of us resolved to put those five 

qualities at the heart of every interaction.

Then we’re told of the need to ‘bear with’ each 

other, and to forgive. These are big things, not easy, 

not without cost, but so necessary. This makes me 

think of a word that a former colleague of mine 

coined (it isn’t a word you’ll find in the dictionary, 

but it really should be). She said that so often 

people (especially in church…?!) are ‘offendable’. 

But we’re called to be the opposite of that, to be 

slow to take offence, to give others the benefit of 

the doubt, to look for the good in one another. 

I’m celebrating every bit of the kindness I see in 

the world around me, but I’m also hoping and 

praying and working for there to be so much more 

– maybe you could do the same?

Clothed  
in kindness
Kate Wharton, Vicar at St Bart’s, Roby and 
Assistant National Leader of New Wine. 

As I reflect on the trauma that the world has been through over the past couple of years,  
the news reports I’ve seen and read, the social media posts I’ve scrolled through, and the 
conversations I’ve had, I’m struck by two thoughts which appear to be entirely at odds with 
one another and yet somehow both seem to be true.

28.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection



‘This borehole helps the community in many 

ways, it helps the primary school, the clinic and 

us farmers in looking after our gardens and our 

livestock, the animals come to drink here. People 

used to walk quite a distance, about 5km to get 

water, but now it’s much closer to access water. 

‘I’ve received a lot of help from HEFO, when they 

first came here in about 2017 when there was a 

cholera outbreak in this area and they came to 

teach us about hygiene, how to clean out our dirty 

boreholes and to ensure we drink clean water. 

From here I started to change the way I live in my 

home, I pay more attention to hygiene and I make 

sure I have a stock of soap in the house.

‘I also attended their farming workshops and from 

there I learnt how to look after cattle and goats. I 

now have my own goats and when I wake up in the 

morning the first thing I do is to check on them. 

‘I’m part of the cattle leasing program with the 

HEFO farm and I started the cattle program 

in 2012 I now have some of my very own cows 

which I never had before…If I sell a goat today, 

it will be sold in my name and the money will 

come to me to look after my husband, my two 

grandchildren and I.’ 

Learn what  
we have learnt

29.03.22 
Wisdom 
from Zimbabwe
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Vaiter is a farmer in Nkayi, Zimbabwe. She has worked with All We Can’s local 
partner, HEFO, through their livestock and agriculture projects. She reflects on the 
impact of the solar borehole set up with HEFO and skills she has acquired through 
the projects. 
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Reflecting on the challenges of Covid-19, she said: 

‘Covid-19 is here with us, but I’m in the final years 

of my life and I have the teachings that I was 

taught by HEFO. Everyone who comes into our 

homestead has to wash their hands at the gallon 

tank [tippy tap] outside and we have to make sure 

that the homestead is clean. There are few people 

who don’t want to do it, they don’t see the use of 

it, but I think there are about two people who are 

no longer with us [in Nkayi] because of Covid. If we 

don’t practice good hygiene we could die so I want 

to follow what we have been taught.’ 

When asked what her hopes and dreams are for 

the future, she said this: 

‘I look after my grandchildren, their mother and 

father passed away, so my husband and I have to 

make sure we provide them with a good future. 

That’s why we go farming with them in morning so 

that they can learn what we have learnt and create 

their own future.’

You are never too old to learn  

something new. What do you dream  

of learning or doing? 

Methodist women have always sought to live 

their faith, whether in roles of leadership, or in the 

support roles. In the main it has been, and still is, 

they who carry out much of the practical work, 

visiting, cleaning, fundraising, sharing stories, and 

helping others. Recent years have again seen an 

increase in the numbers of women in leadership 

roles. There is a long history of campaigning 

supporting those in need, fighting injustices. Often 

this has been done in quiet ways, working in their 

homes, then coming together in their locality, and 

linking across the country.

Methodist Women in Britain emerged in 2011 able 

to apply the knowledge and experience of previous 

years, providing courage and confidence to branch 

out as a charity, thus allowing independent decision 

making, responsible to one another, yet still an 

integral part of the church.

Proverbs 9: 10-12 tells us that, ‘Fear of the Lord 

is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the 

Holy one is understanding.’ This does not mean 

being afraid, but respecting God as the creator and 

guide for our lives. We pray that we reflect this in 

our strapline ‘For women, for justice, for Christ’, and 

follow through in our actions, as we seek to fight 

against injustice, to help educate, train and support 

women to be confident and contribute to their 

communities, and in all of it to share the love and the 

message of Christ as creatively as we can.

Celebration of MWiB’s tenth anniversary was 

restricted, but across the country bunting panels 

were created representing the causes that local 

groups had supported over the ten years. Fifty 

nine, mainly doubled sided panels came together 

creating a powerful impact and reflecting how 

women pooling their knowledge and experience 

can have impact.

If wisdom is knowledge and experience, applied to 

present situations, then it has no end point. It will 

continue to grow and provide for the future and 

those who are learning and growing both now and 

in the future. Our challenge is to share the wisdom 

we have gained so far, and to encourage others to 

do the same. We will never gain a full understanding 

of the magnitude of God, but we can, and must 

continue to learn.

For Women,  
For Justice, For Christ
Hilary Evans, Vice-President of Methodist  
Women in Britain (2021-22)

I was challenged to consider what wisdom Methodist Women in Britain has gained 
during its ten year history. It is not just ten years however - the history is much 
longer. It stretches back to the beginnings of Methodism when many women 
contributed significantly, in roles of leadership, to the burgeoning movement, as 
well as serving and sharing in their own settings on a day to day basis.

30.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection

MWiB supports the United Nations’ Sustainable Development 
Goals which aim to eliminate poverty through their global links.



Esther was an orphan who was raised by Mordecai, 

who worked for Xerxes at the palace. One of the 

king’s advisors, Haman, didn’t like Mordecai and 

decided he would convince Xerxes to kill off all of 

the Jews who were trouble makers and needed to 

be killed. Mordecai told Esther to talk the king out 

of it, but Esther was worried because no one, not 

even the queen, talked to the King without being 

invited. Esther gathered all her courage and told 

the King about Haman’s plot and her people.

Inspirational Lesson: It was only Esther’s wisdom 

and boldness that she applied that enabled her 

save her nation. In a situation where it was even 

on record that no one, not even a queen, talked or 

appeared before the King before being invited by 

the King. This was a testing moment for her and 

only special wisdom and boldness could have kept 

her focused on the mission of saving her people 

despite the risks involved in it. 

When we reflect on our day to day lives as women 

leaders, we realise that on a number of occasions, 

we are put in difficult situations especially when 

it comes to making very serious decisions and 

taking serious steps that involve lives of others (our 

employees/those we manage, and sometimes our 

programme participants). Sometimes it requires a 

lot of wisdom, boldness and courage to take a step 

forward without considering the other side of ‘what 

if it doesn’t work out as am anticipating’. However, 

just like Esther, we find ourselves manoeuvring and 

it becomes a good learning experience. In such a 

manner, we have been able to make decisions that 

not only impact our lives but also those of FABIO 

beneficiaries, partners and employees.

We also learn that in life there will always be 

hindrances and hiccups but wisdom applied to 

deal with them matters a lot and prescribes the 

end result. If a challenge is handled with fear and 

negativity, the chances are high that the end result 

will definitely be a negative.

Our prayer today is to request God to give us 

wisdom and courage as women leaders to be 

able to guide others and also to make meaningful 

decisions without attaching it to our gender. 

God bless you mightily.

 

FABIO, based in Uganda, have been in 

partnership with All We Can since 2019. They 

endeavour to reduce poverty in communities 

by by using bicycles as a tool for development 

- increasing  accessibility to mobility in order 

to have better access to education, jobs and 

health care services.

Inspiration  
from Esther
Najjiba Katesi, Executive Director of First African 
Bicycle Information Organisation (FABIO) and 
Kawanguzi Joy, Programs Director for FABIO.  

Esther was a brave and strong queen who saved the entire nation of Israel in the 
time of exile, when the Jews were living under Persian rule. King Xerxes got upset 
with his queen and decided to search the land for a new queen. Esther was chosen 
for her beauty, wisdom and grace, though Xerxes never knew she was a Jew.

01.04.22 
Wisdom 
reflection

31.03.22 
Wisdom 
reflection
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There is something about walking alongside 

someone else that makes sense. You walk, talk 

and listen.  The Ecclesiastes passage reminds us 

that we are better together. You can help each 

other, you share the burdens, and you will be 

more successful together. 

For All We Can, this transpires as a partnership 

approach to development work. Working with 

local partners who are best placed to listen to 

local communities and what they need, hope for, 

and want to do. This partnership approach is 

more like the cord of three strands as it flourishes 

when the supporters walk alongside too.  

Wisdom provides insight into the relationships 

you are called to commit to. Who are you 

travelling with through life? What partnerships 

are you forging?

Go  together
Read Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12
During the lockdowns of 2020 and 2021, one of the few activities 
people were able to do together was to take a walk. If you ventured 
out, you would see pairs of people walking through parks and local 
beauty spots, soaking up the opportunity to talk and be with someone 
else. Those conversations were most likely filled with laughter and 
unburdening; relief and joy. Did you have any memorable walks with 
friends during this time? 

Spend time today reflecting on 

those questions. Who are you 

travelling with? 

Join All We Can today and begin your 

journey as a Partner Church. Find out 

more at allwecan.org.uk/partner



02.04.22 
Wisdom  
of prayer
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Based on the book of Esther

Dear God,
Help me to be brave like Esther. 
Help me to know who you are calling me to defend,
Protect,
And speak up for. 
Give me strength to be bold,
Confident,
And relentless in the face of injustice.
Lord, sometimes I am unsure of what my next step is. 
I want to speak but don’t have words,
I want to act but don’t know how to start.
Please send me people to partner with,
To journey with,
To be stronger together. 

God of Wisdom,
Hear my prayer. 
Amen.  
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 Colossians 3: 12

03.04.22 
Rest
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020 7467 5132  

All We Can,  
25 Marylebone Road,  
London, NW1 5JR, UK

All We Can is the operating name of The Methodist Relief and Development Fund, a charity registered in England and Wales, number 291691. 

All We Can is an international development and emergency 

relief organisation. Focusing on those in greatest need, it has 

always been inspired by Christian principles and is an integral 

part of the Methodist family.

Our purpose 

All We Can helps find solutions to poverty by engaging with local people 

and organisations in some of the world’s poorest communities to end the 

suffering caused by inequality and injustice.

The donations that you make will be put to work improving the lives of some 

of the world’s poorest people, not only helping them to provide for their 

families’ basic needs but helping them to fulfil their God-given potential.

A group of local women head 

to the solar powered borehole 

set up by HEFO. Photo: Tendai 

Marima/ All We Can




