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Sadly, we recognise that the global refugee crisis is  
growing, not abating. Entrenched conflicts show few signs  
of approaching resolution, new conflicts are just beginning, 
and the climate crisis threatens to displace more people than 
ever before.

It is in this context that we recognise All We Can’s calling 
towards refugees, as well as that of the Church, is a permanent 
one. It may be tempting to view the refugee crisis as an 
occasional emergency that requires our occasional attention 
and care. But being effective in supporting refugees, either at 
home or overseas, means journeying alongside them for an 
extended period of time.

In 2022, Refugee Week is from 20-26th June and the overall 
theme is ‘healing’. This theme invites us to recognise that the 
process of recovery for refugees goes beyond being granted 
asylum – it’s an ongoing process that takes years, if not a lifetime.

At All We Can, when we work in a community, we stick 
around for the long term. It’s a key part of our approach to 
partnership. But we can only do that because our supporters 
stick with us for the long term, through regular giving.

Use this service outline, and the accompanying PowerPoint, in 
the way that works best for you. You may wish to use different 
hymns, change the order, or take some parts out. Some parts 
you can read out verbatim, and some will require adding more 
of your own voice.

However you use this service, we hope that through it you will 
be able to learn about the work All We Can and our partners 
are doing with refugees in Jordan, Bangladesh, and Ukraine, 
that you will engage with our calling as Christians to welcome 
the stranger, and that you will encounter God in worship.
short videos, activities to try at home and a PowerPoint 
presentation that you could share on your screens as you work 
through the material.  

  

All We Can began in the 1930s as a direct response to a refugee crisis that was caused by 
the war in Europe, as the Nazi Party rose to power in Germany and millions of families, 
especially those with Jewish connections and heritage, were forced to flee for safety. It is with 
great sadness that today, nearly 85 years later, we see another refugee crisis in Europe, as a 
response to another war - the invasion of Ukraine by Vladimir Putin’s troops. But as long as 
there are refugees in need, it will form part of All We Can’s mission to help them.

A permanent crisis, a permanent calling
Introduction

Image: Mohnned, Yamen, and Sham stand outside the All We Can-
funded ‘Smurf Centre’ in the Za’atari refugee camp, Jordan



 Call to worship
Psalm 136:1–3
“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast 
love endures forever. Give thanks to the God of gods, for his 
steadfast love endures forever. Give thanks to the Lord of 
lords, for his steadfast love endures forever.”

PLAYLIST Hymn
Give Thanks to the Lord (StF 77)  
 

hand P rayer of Confession 

Mighty God,

In your graciousness, you created a world that is sufficient for 
us. In which all could have access to a home, to peace, and to 
security. And yet we have created scarcity out of abundance. 
We have forced displacement where there should be rest. We 
come to you, Lord of refuge, in acknowledgement of our failure 
to create a world that reflects your Kingdom.

As a world we have not created conditions that promote 
security for all people, through our stoking of conflicts and 
abuse of our natural environment, people are forced to uproot 
their lives and move to unfamiliar places.

Lord of refuge, Lord forgive

As a country, we have not done all we can to respond to this 
imperfect situation. We have practised scepticism rather than 
compassion, hostility rather than hospitality, reluctance rather 
than acceptance.

Lord of refuge, Lord forgive

As a church, we have not always adequately responded, or 
sought to respond, to challenges in our local communities 
and overseas. We regret that churches are not always seen as 
places of sanctuary for the stranger.

Lord of refuge, Lord forgive

As individuals, we can be quick to close our eyes and ears to the 
suffering of our brothers and sisters forced to flee their homes. 
We are sorry for the times we are quick to forget the ongoing 
situations which fall down the news agenda.

Lord of refuge, Lord forgive

We ask for forgiveness in full assurance of your endless 
willingness to grant it. May we receive it gratefully, and with 
resolve to grow in our love for you and those around us. 
Amen.

PLAYLIST Hymn
For the Healing of the Nations (StF 696)

In introducing this hymn, you may want to let the congregation 
know that its writer, Fred Kaan, was involved in sheltering 
Jewish women and escaped political prisoners in the occupied 
Netherlands during World War 2, giving its words extra 
pertinence during Refugee Week.

 Quiz 
This is a game to help people grasp the scale and embedded 
nature of the refugee crisis. There are a series of questions 
and whichever person/team gets closest to the correct 
answer receives a point, you can have a prize for the winner 
if you wish! You might want to ask the congregation to split 
themselves into groups of around 4-6. If this would result in 
more than four teams, then you can ask for four participants 
to come to the front and play the game in front of everybody. 

Q. How many forcibly displaced people are there worldwide? 
 
A. 84 million 

Q. All We Can works with partners in the largest refugee camp 
in the world in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. The refugees here are 
fleeing the ethnic cleansing of Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar. 
How many refugees live in this small area of Bangladesh? 
 
A. Around 750,000

Q. All We Can also works in the largest refugee camp for 
Syrian refugees in the world, the Za’atari camp in Jordan. In 
what year did the Syrian war begin? 
 
A. 2011. Diplomatic efforts are ongoing but there is no 
immediate prospect of peace and people are still fleeing to 
neighbouring countries

Q. What percentage of Ukraine’s population has been 
displaced since the beginning of the conflict?  
 
A. 30% - 13.5 million people out of a population of 44 million 

Q. According to a report this year, how many climate refugees 
(people forcibly displaced due to environmental changes) 
could there be by 2050? 
 
A. 1.2billion. The UN Refugee Agency estimates that 21.5 
million people have already been displaced by weather-
related events
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PLAYLIST Hymn 
 
Let Us Build a House Where Love Can Dwell (StF 409)

album  Bible Reading
Psalm 16 & Luke 9:51-62

🎤 Talk / Reflection
Here is a suggested sermon structure that links the lectionary 
passages with contemporary issues around refugees. Please 
feel free to mould this to suit your own tone and style. 

Point 1 – God’s partiality to displaced people

• God seems to have a soft spot for people who live an 
insecure existence, who have to flee conflict or leave their 
homes. So much so that when God takes human form, he 
comes among us as such a person.

• We understandably often focus on the fact Jesus was a 
refugee as a child (Matt 2:13-15), but this passage from 
Luke 9 reminds us that even during his ministry he would 
arrive in a new place with few contacts and resources, 
reliant on the kindness of strangers taking him in. “Foxes 
have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 
Man has nowhere to lay his head.”

• Verse 53 (“the people did not receive him”) shows us that 
Jesus experienced the rejection and distrust many of 
today’s asylum seekers are confronted with when they 
cross borders. 

• Jesus is uniquely placed to understand the plight of 
refugees. Respectively, if we are willing to listen, might 
refugees be in a unique position to teach us something 
about God?

• This is not a theme exclusive to the New Testament. When 
the Psalmist talks about the “refuge” they take in God, this 
is not a purely spiritual concept for the Israelites. Multiple 
generations were well acquainted with displacement – both 
through wandering in the desert after escaping Egypt and 
through successive exiles.

• The Israelite’s attitude towards other displaced people is 
informed by their own experience. Exodus 23:9 says “Do 
not oppress a foreigner; you yourselves know how it feels 
to be foreigners, because you were foreigners in Egypt.” 
Many laws in the Torah relate to safeguarding the well-
being of “strangers” in Israel.

• Throughout the Bible, God shows particular care for those 
who are foreigners in strange lands, those seeking refuge, 
and those with no permanent home. 

Case Study 
 Rejection and distrust is certainly something the 
Rohingya refugees All We Can works with in Bangladesh 
experience. One of the reasons Cox’s Bazar has become 
the home of the largest refugee camp in the world is 
because the Bangladeshi government is reluctant to 
permanently resettle large numbers of refugees in the 
community, but adequate assurances of the Rohingya’s 
safety in Myanmar are not forthcoming. This leaves 
the refugees All We Can’s partners work with in a 
permanent state of limbo.

Point 2 – What does that mean for us?

• If as a child Jesus takes the form of a refugee, and as 
an adult shows up in unfamiliar places reliant on the 
hospitality of others, what does that say about what our 
attitude to people in a similar position should be?

• Jesus tells us in Matthew 25, v.40 “whatever you did for one 
of the least of these, you did for me.’ It should take very little 
of our imagination to see the face of Jesus in the faces of 
refugees and asylum seekers.

• Psalm 16 reminds us we have a God in whom we take 
refuge. Protection and safety are at the heart of what God 
wants for us. It should be at the heart of what we strive to 
extend to others.

• There is a stark contrast between the suspicion with which 
Jesus is treated by the Samaritan village in Luke 9, and the 
humility the Psalmist displays in saying “the boundary lines 
have fallen for me in pleasant places” (verse 6). As people 
who live in relative security, do we hold our privilege lightly, 
or grasp it tightly?

• As a country and as individuals, do we want to be the kind 
of people who would turn Jesus away? Or like the Israelites, 
do we recognise that security is fragile – anyone can lose 
it, and it should therefore be extended, not withheld, 
whenever possible. 

Case Study 
If any reminder is needed of the fragility of security, 
the situation in Ukraine certainly provides it. People 
living in a stable democracy were suddenly exposed 
to the horrors of war due to the whims of one man. All 
We Can is working with humanitarian aid partners and 
the Ukrainian United Methodist Church to provide 
emotional support, clean water and sanitation, and 
essential items to those fleeing the violence, both 
internally in Ukraine, and in neighbouring Poland.
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hand P rayer
Based on prayer requests All We Can received from our 
partners at the Za’atari refugee camp in Jordan.

God of all, save and protect refugees, asylum seekers and 
displaced people around the world. God who made each of 
us unique and precious in your image, take these broken 
situations and bring transformation. May those who have 
fled war be able to return home, those who have been torn 
from their families be reunited, those who are seeking a 
new home find welcome. Be with those who find themselves 
uprooted, grant them patience, peace, and security. 

PLAYLIST Hymn
Beauty for Brokenness (StF 693) 
 
In introducing this hymn, you might wish to draw attention to 
the line “Refuge from cruel wards, havens from fear, cities for 
sanctuary freedoms to share”.

📢 Call to action 

In the PowerPoint which accompanies this service outline, 
you will find two case studies to help people further 
understand the refugee crisis, and illustrate the difference 
supporting All We Can makes. We suggest showing these to 
the congregation at this point in the service, and hope that 
you can commend supporting All We Can as one way for your 
church to respond to God’s call to help refugees. 

You might want to read out the following script, or read about 
the case studies and talk about them in your own words.

Now we’ve learned about why this is an important issue for us to 
engage with as Christians, it will be helpful to hear some of the 
stories of refugees that All We Can works with, to remind us that 
these aren’t abstract situations but real people made in God’s 
image, and also to learn how we can help make a difference.

[Show Jordan summary slide]

Point 3 – We have to be in it for the long haul

• Ultimately, this Luke 9 passage is not about refugees. It 
is about the cost of following Jesus, which has profound 
implications for how we approach our ministry to refugees.

• Three people tell Jesus they are ready and willing to 
follow him, and three times Jesus offers them a challenge, 
emphasising how hard journeying with him will be. 
Implicitly he asks the question “are you really ready to do 
what it takes?”

• If we say “Lord, we want to help refugees” we have to be 
prepared for the response “are you prepared for the effort 
that’s going to take?”

• Jesus is reminding these would-be followers that initial 
enthusiasm must be backed up with long-term journeying.

• You might want to give an example of when you had great 
enthusiasm for something, tried really hard for a few weeks, 
and then very quickly lose interest.

• Our commitment as a church to refugees can’t be like that, 
because the crises we see at the moment aren’t a spike, 
they’re a trend. Things are going to get worse before they 
get better. Many of the conflicts producing refugees have 
no clear hope of resolution, and some estimates suggest 
over a billion people globally could be displaced by the 
consequences of climate change by 2050.

• You might wish to close by challenging the congregation to 
think about what they can do to respond to this relentless 
crisis, in light of our constant call as Christians to serve 
the most marginalised. We hope you can think of ways to 
respond to the refugee crisis in your own community, but 
you might want to suggest that regular giving to All We Can 
is one way to make this long-term commitment to refugees 
who are closer to their country of origin.

Case Study  
All We Can recognises that healing and restoration take 
time. When we respond to a humanitarian crisis, we 
make sure to stick around for the long haul. All We Can 
has been working with Syrian refugees in the Middle 
East for 9 years, particularly focussing on providing 
education and fun for children, and it is not leaving any 
time soon.
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One of the places where All We Can has worked for many 
years is Jordan, which along with Turkey and Lebanon, takes 
the majority of Syrian refugees who have fled the war that 
started in 2011. Nearly 700,000 Syrian refugees live in Jordan 
alone. That compares to around 20,000 who are in the UK. 
While the majority of refugees in Jordan are spread across 
host communities rather than in camps, many of these refugees 
still live in poverty, and over 100,000 do still live in refugee 
camps. The largest of these camps is the Za’atari camp near the 
northern border with Syria, which has been running for over 9 
years. For many children at the camp, this is the only life they’ve 
ever known.

[Next slide]

These are just 3 of the people All We Can and its partners have 
come alongside in the Za’atari camp. This is Mohnned and two 
of his children, Yamen and Sham. 8 years ago, Mohnned’s house 
was hit by a missile. His brother and two nieces were killed. It 
took his family 6 days to escape to the Jordanian border, and 
they have lived at the refugee camp ever since. Yamen and Sham 
have spent their whole lives there.

[Next slide]

All We Can along with local partners recognized the importance 
of children like Yamen and Sham having an education, but 
perhaps even more importantly, having fun. So a nursery was 
built, charmingly entitled “the Smurf Centre,” where children 
can learn, play and socialize in a safe, pleasant environment. 
While the children are at the nursery, it also allows the parents 
to pursue income-generating activities elsewhere in the camp, 
such as the sewing project also set up by All We Can and its 
partners. This work can only happen because of All We Can’s 
supporters.

[Next slide]

Another crisis that has fallen down the news agenda but 
is very much still a priority for All We Can is the situation 
in Myanmar and Bangladesh. Five years have passed since 
the brutal repression of the Rohingya Muslims which many 
describe as genocide, and yet nearly a million people are still 
living in refugee camps in Bangladesh, the majority of which are 
cramped into an 18 square kilometre area that forms the largest 
refugee camp in the world. Bangladesh has stopped accepting 
new refugees, but the Myanmar government has not given 
acceptable assurances that a safe return is possible, leaving an 
entire ethnic minority in a state of limbo.

[Next slide]

One of the urgent priorities in the camp is education – trying 
to ensure that a whole generation of Rohingya children doesn’t 
miss out on learning. This is a particular challenge for girls, who 
often aren’t allowed into mixed classrooms with boys. However, 
All We Can, along with its partner, set up classes in women-only 
spaces to ensure girls have access to education in the camp. 
On the screen is Hazera who has been at the refugee camp for 
four years after fleeing her village. She had always wanted the 

opportunity to learn but didn’t think she would get the chance 
to at the camp, until she happened to overhear some women 
talking about the scheme All We Can’s partner runs. Once she 
heard about the programme she quickly enrolled and started 
learning to read and write for the first time.

Hazera was anxious when Covid hit the camp that her 
education would cease and she would forget what she had 
learned so far, but the scheme adapted and shifted towards self-
learning kits that the students could do outside of the classroom 
when gatherings were restricted. She said this helped her deal 
with some of the uncertainty that Covid produced.

[Next slide]

After the stunning generosity of the Methodist people in 
Britain, All We Can is also collaborating with partners in 
Poland and Ukraine to help meet the immediate needs of those 
impacted by the crisis. Tens of thousands of people will be 
helped through the money people have given, and continue to 
give, through the Ukraine appeal.

[Next slide]

The common thread across All We Can’s work is that it is 
driven by local partners. The people best placed to analyse the 
problems and assess the needs of a local community are the 
people in that community. What All We Can offer in terms of 
expertise and funding, is centred around what local partners 
know that they need. 

Many charities in the sector would love to have a similar 
approach to All We Can, but are restricted by their funding 
models. The reason All We Can is able to adapt to local 
circumstances and stick around for such a long time is because 
its funding does not come in the form of grants from large 
organisations, with lots of strings attached, over a limited time 
period. Instead, All We Can is fuelled by the regular giving of a 
community of thousands of ordinary people and churches who 
trust this partnership approach. All We Can is able to commit 
to refugees long term, because of the long term support of its 
regular givers. We are invited to join them today.

You can sign up today by visiting allwecan.org.uk/give to 
become a regular giver, or order giving envelopes to give out in 
church by emailing info@allwecan.org.uk 

If we as a church are interested in supporting All We Can over 
the long-term and finding out more about how partnerships 
are changing lives around the world, we can also explore 
becoming an All We Can Partner Church by visiting allwecan.
org.uk/partner

Of course, the refugee crisis has political implications for 
the UK. The Joint Public Issues Team work on behalf of the 
church to engage with important issues of social and public 
policy. They have done lots of work around the Nationality and 
Borders Bill, which has far-reaching consequences for how we 
as a country treat refugees. To find out how churches can take 
action around this, you can visit JPIT’s website.



hand Offering & offering prayer
If appropriate, you may wish to donate your offering from 
this Refugee Week service to All We Can.

Dear Lord,

We bring these gifts, as well as ourselves, as an offering to you. 
Use them in service of your mission, to make the refuge, safety, 
and security of the coming Kingdom a reality to more and 
more people in the present.

Amen 

PLAYLIST Hymn
Will You Come and Follow Me? (StF 673)

hand Blessing
May the Spirit go with you as you leave this place, preparing 
and prompting you in service to the most marginalised in our 
community and in the world.

hand P rayers of intercession
Father God,

We recognise and celebrate your particular care for refugees 
and displaced people. Help us to see your face in each and every 
person who has been forced to leave their place of safety. 

Lord in your mercy, 
Hear us and prompt us

We pray particularly for the situation in Syria. For the war 
that continues to create new refugees 11 years after it began. 
For those who still reside in refugee camps and have not yet 
found a new home. Though there is no clear end in sight to 
the conflict, we know that you are a God who breaks down 
barriers, who can make a way where none seems available.

Lord in your mercy, 
Hear us and prompt us

We pray into the situation in Myanmar and Bangladesh. For 
the Rohingya (ruh-hin-juh) Muslims who have fled horrific 
persecution in their home country and have little prospect of a 
safe return. For the refugees, we pray peace and resolve, for all 
those working in the world’s largest refugee camp we pray for 
energy and compassion, for the leaders of Myanmar we pray 
conviction and repentance.

Lord in your mercy, 
Hear us and prompt us

We pray for Ukraine. For those fleeing, those fighting, and 
those leading. In this Refugee Week, we particularly think 
of those who have left their homes. May they find a warm 
welcome in the countries that have taken them in, and may we 
be the ones to offer that welcome if we are able.

Lord in your mercy, 
Hear us and prompt us

As the climate crisis threatens to create millions more 
displaced people, help us to approach this as a permanent 
calling, ministering in these situations with resolve, not 
defeatism. We pray that we may be ready and able to serve 
refugees at home and abroad in all the ways we can, in all the 
places we can, as long as we ever can. 

Lord in your mercy, 
Hear us and prompt us

Holy God, you are our refuge and shelter, you take sanctuary 
in us. Strengthen our resolve to be people of sanctuary, to 
build cultures of welcome and hospitality, and to act with 
protective care for all who need sanctuary. We pray for a 
world without war in which all can live safely and without fear 
in their own homes. In the Name of Christ. 

Amen.*
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*With thanks to Inderjit Bhogal, founder of City of Sanctuary 
Image: Rohingya refugees Ayad and Amira, who were treated in the nutrition clinic run by All We Can’s partner in Bangladesh.


